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RARCOA  OFFERS 


Own  a  real  nice  $4.00  “Stella.”  This  beauty  dated  1879  has  had  only 
a  blush  of  wear,  and  is  absolutely  without  nicks  or  scratches.  The 
price  of  $4850.00  is  reasonable,  and  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

★ 

1796  Dime.  This  first  year  of  issue  is  in  great  demand.  We  offer  a 
strictly  Very  Fine  piece  at  a  price  of  $975.00. 

★ 

Roll  set  of  Washington  Quarters,  1941-1963  complete.  In  view  of  the 
change  of  silver  content,  this  investment  item  can  only  increase  in 
value.  Price,  $4500.00.  All  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 

★ 

1795  Half  Dime,  Uncirculated  and  choice.  Price,  $875.00. 

★ 

Lincoln  Matte  Proofs.  Complete  set,  1909  through  1916;  nine  coins 
beautifully  housed  in  lucite  holder,  at  $1475.00. 

★ 

1906  U.S.  Eagle,  choice  Brilliant  Proof!  Only  77  pieces  coined. 
Price,  $795.00. 

★ 

Complete  date  set  of  U.S.  Quarter  Eagles,  1908-1929.  Condition 
average  Extremely  Fine.  Mounted  in  lucite  holder.  Price,  $325.00. 

★ 

Carson  City  $20.00  Gold  Set,  1871-1893.  An  absolutely  complete  set 
of  18  coins,  lacking  the  1870.  A  select  group  in  choice  condition, 
V.F.,  E.F.,  and  A.U.  Collector  built  over  the  last  seven  years.  Beauti¬ 
fully  mounted  in  black  lucite  custom  holder.  Price,  $3450.00. 


NOTE:  The  second  Convention  of  the  P.N.G.  will  be  held  in  Los 
Angeles,  October  14-17,  1965.  All  coin  collectors  are  invited. 
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^Journal  JJottinat, 


a  won  (Irens  waste  of  space 


The  cover  coin  featured  for  August  presents 
the  august  features  of  Nicholas  I,  Czar  and 
Emperor  of  All  the  Russias  from  1825  to  1855. 
This  commemorative  1^  Roubles  was  struck  in  1835 
and  1836  in  honor  of  the  royal  family.  The 
reverse  shows  the  Czarina  surrounded  by  heads  of 
her  seven  children,  one  of  whom — and  your  guess 
is  as  good  as  ours — succeeded  his  father  as 
Alexander  II.  Nicholas  I  was  a  repressive 
tyrant  who  organized  a  secret  police  system, 
oppressed  the  peasantry,  and  behaved  rather 
badly  in  most  respects.  Alexander  instituted 
reforms,  ruled  moderately  and  selflessly,  and 
was  assassinated  by  revolutionists  in  1883.  .  . 

A  detailed  rundown  on  The  Billon  Sous 
Marques  of  Canada  begins  this  month  under  the 
competent  authorship  of  WALTER  BREEN.  A  compre¬ 
hensive  catalog  of  varieties  will  commence  in 
September  with  a  generous  supply  of  illustra¬ 
tions.  For  a  glance  at  many  of  the  coins  which 
Mr.  Breen  describes  in  his  introductory  mate¬ 
rial,  readers  might  refer  to  ROBERT  C.  WILLEY'S 
column  in  last  month's  Journal .  .  . 

Among  our  rays  of  Light  From  Many  Lamps  is 
an  extensive  and  detailed  review  by  RICHARD 
MARGOLIS  of  Teaneck,  New  Jersey,  dealer  in  coins 
of  the  world  and  a  specialist  in  French  numis¬ 
matics.  .  .A  Guide  Book  of  Philippine  Paper 
Money,  by  the  Journal ' s  own  NEIL  SHAFER,  met 
with  a  heartening  reception  upon  its  release 
last  December.  Neil  has  since  gathered  together 
some  additions  and  revisions  for  the  catalog  and 
we  present  them  herewith.  Next  month  Neil  will 
provide  a  comprehensive  listing  of  all  known 
varieties  of  Philippine  Guerrilla  Currency,  and 
Neil's  first  child  is  scheduled  to  make  an 
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appearance  immediately  thereafter.  .  . 


JAMES  C.  SHIPLEY  has  favored  us  with 
articles  in  the  past,  including  A  Numismatic 
Holiday  in  Mexico  and  The  Pillar  Dollar  in  Octo¬ 
ber  and  November  of  last  year.  He  now  takes 
charge  of  a  series  on  Spanish-American  coinage, 
From  Pillar  To  Bust ;  the  initial  installment 
includes  a  general  introduction  and  some  perti¬ 
nent  commentary  on  the  Quarter  Real.  .  . 

LOOK-WHAT-HAPPENS-WHEN-YOU-WRITE-US-A- 
LETTER  DEP ' T .  .  .In  June,  HORACE  BULL  penned  an 
article  about  Early  Eighteenth  Century  Irish 
Tokens  and  wondered  whimsically  over  the  in¬ 
scription.  "With  My  Blood  I  Feed  My  Young" 
appearing  on  a  token  portraying  a  pelican.  From 
Lafayette,  Louisiana,  PHILIP  J.  ANDREW  writes  to 
explain:  "The  biological  pelican,  of  course, 

never  feeds  her  young  from  the  breast  blood  or 
otherwise.  This  act  of  piety  is  reserved  for 
the  Class  Mammalia.  The  heraldic  pelican,  how¬ 
ever,  always  does  so.  She  is  usually  shown 
'vulning'  herself,  that  is,  plucking  at  her 
breast  with  her  beak.  .  .in  a  nest  surrounded  by 
a  group  of  open-mouthed  young.  The  heraldic 
description  or  blazon  is  ’a  pelican  in  her 
piety. '  A  look  at  the  flag  of  the  State  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  will  show  you  what  I  mean."  Mr.  Bull  now 
knows  something  he  never  knew  before,  and  we  in 
the  meantime  have  prevailed  upon  Mr.  Andrew  to 
try  his  hand  at  some  material  on  Numismatic 
Heraldry  for  the  edification  of  our  loyal  read¬ 
ers.  Be  forewarned,  then,  of  the  perils  of 
correspondence.  .  . 

NEW  FROM  WHITMAN.  .  .A  Canadian  duet,  fea¬ 
turing  the  Charlton  and  Willey  Standard  Grading 
Guide  to  Canadian  Decimal  Coins  and  the  Four¬ 
teenth  Edition  of  J.  E.  Charlton's  Standard 

Catalogue  of  Canadian  Coins  , _ Tokens . and_Paper 

Money.  .  .A  Guide  Book  of  Modern  European  Coins, 
by  Robert  P.  Harris,  the  immensely  useful  and 
important  reference  work  on  European  coins  by 
date  and  mint  discussed  on  page  167  of  the  March 
Journal . 
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Catalogo  <le  los  Reales  de  a  Ocho  Espanoles ,  by  Jose  de  Yriarte  Oliva 
and  Leopoldo  Lopez-Chaves  Sanchez,  Editorial  Iber-Amer,  S.A.,  Madrid, 
Spain,  1965.  Hard  cover,  260  pages,  fully  illustrated,  $42.00. 

Ever  since  the  first  edition  of  this  catalog  was  released  in  1955,  it 
has  been  a  very  popular  and  useful  reference  covering  a  series  of  great 
significance  to  collectors  the  world  over.  Thus,  it  is  most  pleasing  to 
report  on  the  appearance  of  this  enlarged  and  improved  second  edition. 

The  book  lists  over  1500  different  pieces  with  high-quality  illustra¬ 
tions  of  each  type,  a  reference  number  for  each  coin,  and  valuations 
in  U.S.  dollars.  Textual  material  is  in  both  Spanish  and  English,  and 
the  coins  themselves  are  listed  by  mint  instead  of  by  reign  as  formerly. 
The  listings  proceed  in  alphabetical  sequence  for  the  larger  mints, 
making  no  distinction  as  to  country  of  origin.  Emergency  mints  and 
other  localized  issues  are  found  in  their  respective  areas. 

This  book  is  truly  representative  of  the  high  calibre  numismatists 
have  come  to  expect  from  this  publisher.  Highly  recommended.  L.B. 

The  Coins  of  the  Mexican  Revolution  1910-1917 ,  by  Neil  S.  Utberg, 
published  by  the  author  at  Edinburg,  Texas,  1965.  80  pages,  soft  cover, 
illustrated,  $3.00. 

A  much-needed  reference  on  a  most  intriguing  series  of  20th  Cen¬ 
tury  coinage  has  just  been  released.  While  not  the  first  book  written 
on  the  Mexican  revolutionary  issues  it  is  certainly  the  most  up-to-date, 
including  all  known  types  and  significant  varieties  of  this  historical 
coinage. 

While  many  of  the  listed  coins  bear  valuations  for  pieces  in  aver¬ 
age  condition,  the  author  has  been  careful  not  to  place  purely  arbitrary 
values  on  issues  which  have  no  established  market  price;  for  such 
pieces  a  line  is  shown  instead  of  a  value.  A  number  of  hitherto  un¬ 
listed  and  unillustrated  coins  are  also  included  in  this  book.  As  sub¬ 
stantiation  for  the  inclusion  of  many  of  these,  the  author  has  been 
careful  to  cite  references  and  add  explanatory  notations  wherever 
necessary. 

Illustrations  range  from  excellent  to  unuseable;  fortunately,  some 
of  the  better  ones  show  the  close-up  varieties  and  rarities.  In  other 
instances,  however,  the  image  is  completely  lost,  and  the  effectiveness 
of  an  otherwise  fine  book  is  seriously  impaired. 

Despite  the  aforementioned  defect,  Mr.  Utberg’s  work  must  be 
recognized  as  a  really  important  contribution  to  the  serious  study  of 
Mexican  numismatics  which  he  has  done  so  much  to  bring  about  in 
the  past.  Every  numismatist  will  welcome  this  volume  in  his  library. 

N.S. 
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Histoire  Monetaire  et  JSumismatique  Content poraine  1790-1963.  Vol. 
I,  1/90-1848.  by  Jean  Mazard.  Printed  in  Paris,  and  published  jointly 
by  Emile  Iiourgey,  Paris,  and  Miinzen  und  Medaillen,  Basel,  1965. 
294  pages,  illustrated.  $25.00  hardbound,  $20.00  softbound  (  approx, 
prices) . 

The  long-awaited  first  volume  of  Jean  Mazard’s  work  on  recent 
French  numismatics,  some  ten  years  in  preparation,  is  now  ready. 
Covering  the  period  from  1790  to  1848,  this  and  a  projected  second 
volume,  which  will  continue  coverage  through  1963,  are  intended  to 
form  a  corpus  of  French  numismatics  (exclusive  of  medals)  from 
1790  to  1963,  and  thereby  to  replace  the  metropolitan  France  portion 
of  Guilloteau’s  (V.G.’s)  out-of-print  and  rarely  obtainable  standard 
work. 

The  present  volume  should  prove  adequate  for  the  newcomer  to 
French  numismatics  as  well  as  for  the  non-specialist  collector  or 
dealer.  It  is  profusely  illustrated,  contains  much  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  on  mintmark  and  differents  (engravers’  and  mintmasters’  sym¬ 
bols),  and  has  considerable  background  material  on  the  ordinances, 
monetary  administration,  and  history  of  the  period.  There  are  numer¬ 
ous  tables  of  mintage  statistics,  and  separate  sections  on  assignats 
and  the  paper  money  issues  of  the  Bank  of  France. 

When  one  goes  more  deeply  into  the  Mazard  book,  however,  its  many 
shortcomings  become  only  too  apparent.  The  indications  of  rarity  given 
for  each  piece  in  the  book  are,  in  large  measure,  grossly  inaccurate. 
Part  of  the  problem  is  a  rarity  scale  (C,  R1  through  Rfi)  which  is  in¬ 
adequate  to  the  task.  Additional  degrees  of  commonness  are  needed 
(as  in  the  excellent  rarity  scale  in  Seaby’s  English  Silver  Coinage ) 
in  order  to  avoid,  for  example,  giving  an  identical  rating  (C)  to  the 
1792  Six  Livres  (Mazard  3)  and  the  infinitely  more  common  2  Sols 
of  the  same  date  (Mazard  25).  It  should  also  be  pointed  out  that  a 
number  of  pieces  are  given  an  R  (no  exponent)  rating,  even  though 
this  does  not  appear  on  the  rarity  scale  set  forth  in  the  Introduction. 

However,  in  the  reviewer’s  opinion  the  great  inaccuracies  in  rarity 
rating  are  due  basically  to  carelessness  and  lack  of  research.  To  select 
a  glaring  example:  the  silver  Pattern  5  Francs  of  the  Year  XI  by 
the  engravers  Brenet,  Droz,  Galle,  George,  etc.  (part  of  a  competition 
to  select  a  new  Bonaparte  Premier  Consul  5  Francs  piece)  are  of  the 
most  excessive  rarity.  To  the  reviewer’s  best  knowledge  the  only  speci¬ 
mens  of  these  essays  are  to  be  found  in  the  French  National  Collection 
at  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale.  Surely  such  pieces  are  deserving  of 
the  highest  rarity  rating  on  the  Mazard  scale  (R6  =  “ exceptionnelle- 
ment  rare  et  generalement  connu  a  quelques  exemplaires — parfois 
unique”) ,  yet  they  are  rated  for  the  most  part  R1  and  R'.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  well  known  Metallic  Assignat  of  1791  (Mazard  194)  is 
given  an  R5  rating  (“de  la  plus  grande  r arete”)  even  though  it  has 
been  offered  at  public  and  private  sale  numerous  times  in  the  past 
fifty  years. 

Leaving  the  question  of  rarity  ratings,  about  which  an  entire  book 
could  be  written,  and  turning  to  the  listings  themselves,  one  finds,  sad 
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to  say,  scores  of  errors  in  the  form  of  omissions,  inclusion  of  false 
pieces,  and  incorrect  descriptions.  The  reviewer  has  selected  only  a 
sampling  of  these: 

It  is  generally  agreed  that  the  3  Deniers  of  1791  does  not  exist. 
Mazard,  while  mentioning  this,  still  gives  it  a  number  (44),  descrip¬ 
tion,  and  rarity  rating. 

Listed  under  the  Monetary  Competition  of  1791  are  a  total  of  34 
numbers  (Mazard  54  through  87).  Of  these,  the  following  (including 
some  illustrated  pieces)  are  fakes  (casts  or  other  concoctions),  in  the 
reviewer’s  opinion:  56,  57,  58,  61,  65,  66,  67,  72,  75,  77,  83,  and  86. 
Moreover,  the  uniface  trial  pieces  listed  as  nos.  68  (rev.),  70,  and  71 
were  not  part  of  this  Competition  at  all,  but  are  later  trials  for  the 
1792  coinage  made  by  Dupre  after  he  won  the  Competition. 

Mazard  60,  the  Droz  essay  in  copper,  one  of  the  great  rarities  of  the 
Competition  series  (despite  its  lowly  R"  rarity  rating)  is  described 
as  having  a  plain  edge  when  it  actually  has  the  same  lettered  edge 
as  the  silver  essay  (Mazard  59).  The  Duvivier  silver  essay  (type  of 
Mazard  76)  is,  on  the  other  hand,  omitted,  as  it  has  been  by  all  previ¬ 
ous  “authorities”  since  it  was  first  listed  by  Conbrouse  in  1839,  yet 
this  piece  does  exist  and  should  be  included. 

Although  the  standard  work  on  the  Lyon  bell  metal  series  (Rondot, 
1880)  is  mentioned  by  the  author  on  page  62,  a  number  of  pieces  listed 
in  it  are  inexplicably  omitted  by  Mazard,  including  Rondot  5  (Hennin 
290,  P.  Ciani  122,  V.G.  205),  which  the  reviewer  believes  is  quite 
legitimate  and  certainly  not  deserving  of  omission  without  some  ex¬ 
planation.  Additionally,  Rondot  9  is  incorrectly  described  (#195) 
as  having  a  plain  edge,  given  far  too  low  a  rarity  rating  (R‘),  and 
dismissed  as  a  frappe  posterieure,  which  it  almost  certainly  is  not. 

The  presentation  of  the  Brezin  series  (Mazard  365-379“)  is  unclear, 
incomplete,  and  inaccurate.  There  are  two  distinct  varieties  of  Maz- 
ard’s  obverse  III,  as  there  are  of  his  No.  377.  Because  of  these  over¬ 
sights,  the  descriptions  of  373  and  374  are  almost  certainly  incorrect, 
and  at  least  three  additional  pieces  of  the  377  type  are  omitted  alto¬ 
gether.  Also  omitted  are  some  of  the  most  interesting  and  original 
pieces  in  this  series:  the  silver  lettered  edge  variety  of  374,  as  well  as 
two  bronze  strikings  with  differently  lettered  edges,  while  included 
are  pieces  such  as  367!l  and  371%  which  the  reviewer  believes  will  prove 
to  be  concoctions.  The  merest  modicum  of  research  could  have  rem¬ 
edied  most  of  these  defects,  although  a  really  complete  and  accurate 
treatment  of  the  Brezin  series  will  require  a  good  deal  of  intensive 
research. 

A  large  number  of  Medals,  many  of  which  have  been  clinging  like 
barnacles  to  previous  standard  works  such  as  P.  Ciani,  and  Guilloteau, 
and  which  should  have  been  once  and  for  all  scraped  off,  are  neverthe¬ 
less  included  in  this  new  work.  Among  these  (just  a  sample)  are 
Mazard  244-249,  589-592,  and  630-636". 

The  following  Napoleonic  pieces  are  casts,  in  the  reviewer’s  opinion, 
and  should  therefore  not  have  been  included:  521°,  527%  535,  537",  538, 
539%  540%  541%  542%  543%  544%  545%  546%  and  549". 

The  Droz  Pattern  5  Francs  of  1814-1815  are  listed  as  Nos.  728 
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through  730".  Apart  from  the  rarity  ratings,  which  make  no  sense, 
Mazard  has  omitted  the  well  known  uniformed  bust  pattern  of  1814 
in  bronze;  has  used  a  bronze  specimen  to  illustrate  729,  a  silver  strik¬ 
ing,  which  (this  is  true  of  730  also)  has  a  very  different  reverse  from 
the  bronze  piece  illustrated;  has  described  the  edges  of  the  two  silver 
pieces  (729  and  730)  as  plain,  whereas  actually  they  are  lettered  (an 
error  made  on  at  least  a  half-dozen  other  Louis  XVIII  patterns)  ;  and 
has  omitted  some  three  or  four  additional  struck  pieces  in  bronze  and 
etain  which  should  have  been  included. 

The  reviewer  could  continue  with  such  criticisms  ad  nauseam,  but 
instead  will  sum  up  by  re-stating  that  the  novice  and  non-specialist 
will  find  much  of  value  in  this  book  in  the  way  of  illustrations,  mintage 
statistics,  a  decent  presentation  of  the  regular  issues,  and  other  basic 
information.  The  serious  student,  however,  can  only  wring  his  hands 
in  dismay  at  such  a  travesty  of  modern  numismatic  scholarship,  and 
hope  that  eventually  a  scholar  of  the  calibre  of  a  Walter  Breen  or 
Eric  Newman  will  clear  up  the  mysteries  and  complexities  of  the  past 
175  years  of  French  coinage  by  producing  a  definitive  work  on  the 
subject. 

Richard  Margolis 


INVESTMENT  QUIZ 


While  one  rarely  sees  them  traded  over  a  bourse  table  or 
quoted  on  a  coin  dealer’s  teletype  machine,  United  States 
Savings  Bonds  are  the  ultimate  in  numismatic  investment.  They 
combine  excellent  engraving  work  and  a  colorful  portrait  series 
with  the  ultimate  in  safety  and  growth. 


Can  you  match  the  eight 
on  wrhich  they  appear? 

Denominations 

$25 

$50 

$75 

$ipo 

$200 

$500 

$1000 

$10000 


Presidents  with  the  Savings  Bonds 

Presidents 

Woodrow  Wilson 
Abraham  Lincoln 
Grover  Cleveland 
George  Washington 
Theodore  Roosevelt 
John  F.  Kennedy 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 
Thomas  Jefferson 


For  the  answers,  see  your  banker — and  ask  him  for  details 
on  a  numismatic  investment  in  the  future  of  America. 
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NOW  AVAILABLE! 

New  PRESIDENTIAL  ART 
CATALOG  illustrating  the 
famous  series  of  high 
sculptured  relief  medallic 
art  commemorating  the 
Presidents,  States  and 
Signers  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  Included 
is  the  complete  line  of 
complementary  accessories 
for  the  display  of  Presi¬ 
dential  Art  Medals.  Infor¬ 
mation  contained  regard¬ 
ing  Presidents  Kennedy, 
Johnson,  Truman  and  Ei¬ 
senhower's  association  with 
this  program.  Enclose 
2  5<t  refundable  handling 
charge  with  your  order  to 
cover  cost  of  mailing. 


The  SIR  WINSTON  CHURCHILL  MEMORIAL  MEDAL 


This  interesting  large  medai  is  the  work  of  renowned  sculptor  of  Presidential  Art 
Medals;  Ralph  J.  Menconi.  The  Silver  and  Bronze  medals  were  struck  from  separate  dies. 
The  Churchill  medal  is  issued  as  follows: 

5,000  serially  numbered  pieces  SILVER  .999+  .  .  .  $35.00  ea.  plus  10%  F.E.T. 

(Silver  medals  measure  21/2/  diam.)  SUBJECT  TO  PRIOR  SALE 

Unnumbered  Antique  Bronze  (2 2/a"  diam.)  ..  $5.00  ea. 

"medals  of  quality  by" 

Presidential  Art  Medals,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  187,  Englewood,  Ohio  Phone  (513)  836-6000 
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United.  States 
Coin  Value 


by  R.  S.  Yeoman 

CHANGE 


The  present  disturbance  and  uncertainty  in  United  States  coinage 
policy  reminds  me  of  an  observation  written  by  Washington  Irving. 
In  his  preface  to  TALES  OF  A  TRAVELLER  he  wrote:  “There  is 
a  certain  relief  in  change  even  though  it  be  from  bad  to  worse;  as  I 
have  found  traveling  in  a  stage-coach,  that  it  is  often  a  comfort  to 
shift  one’s  position  and  be  bruised  in  a  new  place.” 

Often  change  is  forced  upon  us  by  forces  outside  ourselves  and  the 
adjustment  we  make  is  pretty  much  a  personal  one.  This  is  somewhat 
the  present  situation  in  the  area  of  collecting  United  States  coins. 
Dealers  have  limped  along  recently  because  they  are  reacting  to  their 
collector-clients  who  have  adopted  a  wait-and-see  attitude.  Many  in  the 
ranks  of  dealers  and  of  collectors  are  experiencing  their  first  encounter 
with  a  leveling  of  coin  values,  and  interruption  in  the  continuity  of 
dates  in  regular  and  proof  coins.  Many  have  not  yet  gotten  around  to 
diversification  of  numismatic  interest  and  material,  and  are  therefore 
impatient  with  the  quiet  atmosphere  surrounding  the  date  collecting 
segment  of  collecting. 

Others  are  taking  matters  in  stride  and  are  making  use  of  the  lull 
for  improvement  of  their  collections  by  rearranging  and  sorting,  “shift¬ 
ing  position”  to  other  series,  preparing  new  show  exhibits,  reading  and 
research  and  in  general  adding  to  their  knowledge  and  understanding 
of  their  individual  numismatic  specimens. 

One  statement  we  hear  frequently  is  that  United  States  coins  are 
“priced  out  of  the  market.”  This  is  not  a  valid  position,  but  only  a 
handy  phrase  to  cover  one’s  own  shortsightedness.  It  is  as  though  they 
are  saying  that  there  are  only  a  few  dozen  collectable  coins,  and  that 
the  thousands  of  other  coins  struck  in  this  country  since  1792  are  un¬ 
important. 

Actually  the  change  we  now  are  living  with  is  in  an  area  of  interest 
which  we  had  become  accustomed  to.  An  interruption  to  our  habit  of 
continuity  of  dates  has  shaken  us  up  a  little.  A  little  perspective  and 
analysis  is  needed.  The  foremost  cause  of  the  imbalance  has  been  the 
inability  of  mint  facilities  to  cope  with  public  requirements  for  coins 
owing  to  the  sustained  business  boom.  A  secondary,  but  complicating 
influence  has  been  the  growing  shortage  of  silver.  It  does  the  coin 
collecting  fraternity  no  good  to  blame  the  Treasury  Department,  the 
Congress  and  economists  for  their  failure  to  anticipate  the  shortage. 
We  gain  nothing  at  this  stage  of  “bruising”  to  complain.  For  the  time 
being  we  advise  shifting  one’s  position  as  Mr.  Irving  recommended. 

The  government  has  tried  to  remedy  the  over-consumption  of  coins 
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by  freezing  dates  and  discontinuing  proof  sets.  These  are  negative  ele¬ 
ments  from  the  numismatic  point  of  view,  but  defensive  from  the 
government  position. 

Positive  factors  are  at  hand  in  the  form  of  nickel-clad  pieces  to  re¬ 
place  the  present  silver  coins.  As  collectors  we  don’t  give  a  hang  what 
the  dimes,  quarters  and  halves  are,  just  so  long  as  they  are  plentiful 
and  lubricate  the  wheels  of  commerce  and  numismatics.  Recently  we 
have  observed  that  the  older  United  States  series  are  becoming  more 
active  and  that  interest  in  foreign  coins  is  gaining.  Numismatics, 
happily,  is  far  from  dormant. 

But,  if  anyone  thinks  the  cycle  of  collecting  late  dates  will  not  curve 
upward  again,  he  has  failed  to  observe  what  is  going  on  about  him. 
Date  or  “series”  collecting  has  only  begun  in  collecting  foreign  coins. 
Yes,  overseas  collectors  are  catching  on  to  the  American  system  with 
enthusiasm.  England  and  Australia  are  particularly  involved  at  pres¬ 
ent.  The  concept  of  collecting  by  dates  and  mints  is  fast  becoming 
world-wide  in  scope.  Resumption  of  current  dates  and  proof  sets  in  the 
United  States  is  just  around  the  corner.  We’ll  accelerate  date-mint 
series  collecting  as  though  nothing  happened.  Present  coin  values  will 
seem  low  when  reviewed  in  future  analyses.  Of  course  the  hoarder- 
speculator  will  make  his  move  once  more  and  attempt  to  get  there 
“first  with  the  mostest.”  (They  usually  sell  to  each  other,  anyway.) 
We  do  owe  the  roll  and  bag  hoarders  a  vote  of  thanks  for  preserving 
coins  for  a  future  generation  of  collectors.  It’s  just  too  bad  they 
generate  inflated  prices  too  soon;  about  ten  years  too  soon  usually. 

And  we’ll  surely  be  “bruised”  in  new  places  as  time  goes  on.  We 
can  expect  disturbances  of  different  kinds  again  and  again  in  future 
years.  We’ve  had  changes  in  coinages  of  every  conceivable  kind  since 
ancient  times.  If  some  collectors  cry  out  in  anguish  from  the  mild  dis¬ 
turbance  we  have  experienced  lately,  perhaps  they  bruise  too  easily. 

As  the  fellow  said,  “Time  wounds  all  heels,”  or  something  like  that. 

SPECULATORS  IN  PROPER  PERSPECTIVE 

In  a  Wall  Street  Journal  staff  reporter  story  about  the  Treasury 
decision  to  call  off  the  striking  of  1964  Peace  type  dollars,  we  noted 
with  pleasure  a  distinction  they  made  about  us  collectors.  In  reviewing 
the  course  of  events  starting  with  President  Johnson’s  order  to  carry 
out  the  law  to  mint  the  silver  dollars  and  ending  with  the  cancellation, 
the  article  reads  in  part,  “There  was  also  a  raft  of  forecasts  that  spec¬ 
ulators  would  snap  up  the  new  cartwheels  even  before  coin  dealers  and 
collectors  could  get  them  .  .  .” 

We  who  deal  and  collect  read  nothing  here  that  we  did  not  know  or 
understand  for  quite  some  time.  The  point  that  is  so  refreshing  is  that 
a  non-collector  journalist  has  seen  these  three  segments  of  people  in 
their  proper  relationship.  The  speculator,  at  least  in  the  reporter’s 
mind,  has  been  properly  segregated  from  the  dealers  and  collectors. 
For  too  long  we  have  been  lumped  with  speculators  in  the  minds  of 
the  government  and  the  public.  It  is  encouraging  to  see  our  image 
cleaned  up  with  a  few  kind  words  from  this  unexpected  source. 
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New  Issues — World  Coins 

The  co-ordinator  for  new  world  coin  issues  and  information  is 
Ernst  Kraus,  393  Seventh  Avenue,  Room  939,  New  York,  N.Y.  10001. 
Specimens  sent  to  him  will  be  returned  promptly  after  they  are 
photographed.  All  contributors  will  receive  a  credit  notice  as  recog¬ 
nition  of  their  co-operation. 


AUSTRIA 

Vienna  University  Commemorative 

This  coin  was  described  and  cataloged  in  the  May  Journal,  but  not 
illustrated.  For  convenience  of  our  readers  it  is  shown  below: 


113  50  Schilling  Silver  1965  . . $4.00 

Courtesy  Modern  World  Coins,  G.  and  N.  Cooper  of  Philadel¬ 
phia,  Jack  Friedberg,  Gimbels  Coin  Department. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


70  25  Korun  Silver  1965 


6.00 
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Stop  in  to  see  Stack’s  while  you’re  here 
We  re  just  a  few  blocks  from  almost  anywhere  in  New  York 

Take  a  few  minutes  to  see  one  of  America  s  Oldest  and 
Largest  Coin  Dealers.  .  .  .  Examine  one  of  the  most  com¬ 
plete  numismatic  inventories  in  the  country.  .  .  .  Discuss 
your  collection  with  one  of  the  finest  staff  of  numismatists 
in  the  world  .  .  .  and  see  for  yourself  how  one  of  the  best 
numismatic  services  in  the  nation  operates. 


123  WEST  57th  STREET 
NEW  YORK  19,  N.  Y. 
JUDSON  2-2580 


/*/'  *  , 


A  ,/>/...•  t 


mm 
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Obverse:  Arms  (Bohemian  lion  with  star  above  on  five  pointed 
shield),  legend  around:  CESKOSLOVENSKA  SOCIALIS- 
TICKA  REPUBLIKA.  Reverse:  A  girl’s  head  to  left,  dove 
holding  a  Linden  tree  branch  signifying  PEACE,  dates  1945- 
1965,  value  on  bottom.  Inscription  around  the  edge:  20  LET 
OZVOBOZENI  C  S  S  R.  This  issue  commemorates  the  20th 
anniversary  of  Czech  liberation  and  end  of  World  War  II  in 
Europe.  Courtesy  Jack  Friedberg.  Gimbels  Coin  Department, 
Modern  World  Coins,  G.  &  N.  Cooper  of  Philadelphia,  R. 
Bareuther,  Ladislav  Sin. 


MALAWI 


1  6  Pence  Nickel-Silver  1964 . 30 

Obverse:  Design  is  identical  on  all  following  values.  Portrait 
of  Prime  Minister  Dr.  Hastings  Banda  to  right,  MALAWI 
below.  Reverse:  An  Austrolop  Cock  to  right,  date  above,  value 
below.  The  edge  is  partly  plain  and  partly  reeded.  All  the 
following  higher  values  have  this  same  style  of  edge. 


2  1  Shilling  Nickel-Silver  1964  . 75 

Reverse:  A  bunch  of  maize  cobs,  date  above,  value  below. 


3  1  Florin  Nickel-Silver  1964  .  1.25 

Reverse:  Mother  and  baby  elephant,  date  and  value  below. 
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ISRAEL  GOVERNMENT 
COINS  AND  MEDALS  CORPORATION,  LTD. 

U.S.  Branch:  850  Third  Avenue,  New  York  10022 
Head  Office:  11  Keren  Hayesod  Street,  Jerusalem,  Israel 


Official  Announcement 


1. 

The  distribution  of  the  1965  proof-like  sets  of  Israel’s  coins  in 
current  circulation  has  been  completed,  as  has  that  of  the  l£5 
silver  coin  commemorating  Israel’s  17th  Independence  Day. 

2. 

The  Corporation  is  pleased  to  announce  that  in  response  to 
the  offering  for  distribution  of  these  coins,  mail  orders  totalling 
some  25,000  were  received  in  the  four  days  May  3  through  6, 
1965,  and  that  thousands  of  persons  sought  to  make  their 
purchases  at  the  two  Israeli  banks  in  New  York  on  May  6, 1965. 

3. 

The  Corporation  completed  on  June  11  the  processing  and 
mailing  of  all  mail  orders  and  is  returning  with  regrets  orders 
received  in  excess  of  the  supply.  A  total  of  10,000  individual 
orders  has  been  filled,  and  in  order  to  insure  the  widest  possi¬ 
ble  distribution,  1,500  orders  were  filled  in  part. 

4. 

Because  of  the  massive  over-subscription  of  the  1965  issue, 
the  Corporation  extends  its  promise  to  increase  the  1966  allo¬ 
cation  of  coins  for  public  distribution,  thereby  attempting  to 
supply  all  interested  collectors  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

5. 

Finally,  the  Corporation  wishes  to  thank  collectors  for  the  in¬ 
terest  they  have  shown  in  these  issues.  We  particularly  appre¬ 
ciate  the  patience,  understanding  and  good  will  demonstrated 
by  the  American  numismatics  fraternity  in  the  face  of  the 
administrative  problems  which  arose  during  this,  our  first  ex¬ 
perience  in  the  issuance  and  distribution  of  proof-like  coins. 
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4  Half  Crown  Nickel-Silver  1964  .  2.25 

Reverse:  Malawi  Coat-of-Arms,  date  and  value  below.  Designs 
by  Mr.  Paul  Vincze,  the  famous  designer,  sculptor  and  medal¬ 
ist.  The  coins  were  struck  at  the  Royal  Mint  in  London.  Cour¬ 
tesy  Modern  World  Coins,  Philadelphia,  G.  &  N.  Cooper. 

MOROCCO 


56  5  Dirhem  Silver  1965  .  2.50 

Obverse:  Three-quarter  portrait  to  left,  legend  around:  HAS- 
SAN  II  of  the  KINGDOM  OF  MOROCCO.  Reverse:  Arms  be¬ 
tween  mint  marks  for  Paris,  dates  above:  1965  A.D.  and  1384 
A.H.  Value  on  the  bottom  written  out  and  in  numeral.  Reeded 
edge.  Submitted  by  Lauren  Benson. 


NEPAL 

The  new  coins  of  this  country,  Samvat  date  2021  (1964  A.D.),  show 
some  variety  and  changes  in  the  lettering  which  is  somewhat  larger 
and  connected  at  the  top.  Values  of  1  and  2  Paisa  in  brass,  Y-66  and 
Y-67,  are  the  identical  size  as  previous  issues,  as  is  the  10  Paisa  in 
Bronze,  Y-69.  However  the  5  Paisa  Y-68  is  on  a  somewhat  smaller 
planchet  than  previous  issues  of  this  denomination.  There  are  also 
some  design  changes  on  all  values,  especially  noticeable  is  the  larger 
sun.  This  information  courtesy  Lauren  Benson. 


PANAMA 

It  has  been  reported  that  Panama’s  first  gold  piece  is  soon  to  make 
its  appearance.  The  coin  will  have  a  face  value  of  10  Balboas  and  will 
be  known  as  the  Urraca.  Production  is  to  take  place  at  the  Swiss  mint. 
This  information  courtesy  Steve  Wilson  and  Major  Tim  Dunn. 

RUSSIA 

World  War  II  Commemorative 

The  new  Russian  rouble  was  illustrated  and  described  in  the  July 
Journal.  It  is  cataloged  here  for  the  benefit  of  our  readers: 

135  1  Rouble  Nickel-Silver  1965  .  4.00 
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A  CROWN  FOR  99c? 

Yes,  it’s  true.  EMPIRE  is  offering  the  1964  BERMUDA  CROWN  for  99tf  each  in 
lots  of  more  than  100  pieces!  We  were  able  to  purchase  several  hundred  of  these 
beautiful  Crowns  at  a  very  favorable  price  and  pass  the  savings  on  to  you.  Now 
you  can  buy  a  quantity  at  a  very  small  premium  over  their  face  value  of  70^.  The 
1964  BERMUDA  CROWN  is  struck  in  .500  fine  silver  and  is  only  the  second  Crown 
ever  to  be  struck  for  this  island.  Order  today ! 

1964  BERMUDA  CROWNS . BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED 

10  for  $12.00  50  for  $55.00  100  for  $102.00 

More  than  100  pieces . 99<)  each 


NOTE:  We  can  supply  a  limited  number  of  the  1959  BERMUDA  CROWN  in  Bril¬ 
liant  Uncirculated  condition  for  $17.50  each. 


FLYING  EAGLE  CENTS 

1857  Fine  $9.00;  VF  $13.00;  EF . $22.00 

1858  Large  Letters.  Fine  $11.00;  VF  $  1 7.50 
1858  Small  Letters.  Fine  $10.00;  VF  $17.50 

INDIAN  HEAD  CENTS 


1859  A.G.  $2.00;  Good . $  2.75 

1860  EF  $15.00;  AU  $29.00;  BU . $60.00 

1863  VG  $2.25;  BU . $29.00 

1863  G-VG  lot  of  10  pieces  for . $15.00 

1864  Copper-Nickel.  AU  $29.00;  BU....$65.00 

1864  Bronze.  Good  $2.00;  Brown  Unc. 

$39.50;  BU . $57.00 

1 864- L  A.G.  $7.50;  VF . $70.00 

1865  Good  $2.00;  AU  $19.50;  Brown 

Unc.  $35.00;  BU . $49.00 


1866  Fair  $5.00;  Good  $8.00;  EF  $49.00; 

AU  . $75.00 

1867/7  A.G.  $17.00;  Good  $35.00;  Abt. 

Fine  . $45.00 

1867  EF  . $52.00 

1874  A.G.  $2.50;  Good  $3.75;  R&B 

Unc .  $80.00 

1875  Fair  $2.00;  Good  $3.75;  VG  $7.50; 

AU  . $49.00 

1878  Fair  $4.00;  A.G.  $5.00;  R&B 

Unc . $125.00 

1879  R&B  Unc.  $32.03;  Proof..  $85.00 

1880  Fine  $3.75;  BU  $27.50;  Proof . $60.00 

1881  BU  $28.00;  Proof . $60.00 

1882  Fine  $3.75;  BU  $29.00;  Proof  $58.00 

1883  VG  $2.00;  Fine  $3.50;  VF  $4.50 

BU  $25.00;  Proof . $53.03 

1884  R&B  Unc.,  $32.00;  Proof .  $65.03 

1885  Good  $3.50;  R&B  Unc.  $45.00; 

Proof  . $85.00 


THE  POPULAR  1965  CUBAN  SOUVENIR  ISSUE 

Issued  by  the  Agency  for  Cuban  Numismatic  in  Exile  (a  portion  of  the  proceeds 
will  go  to  Alpha  66,  leading  Cuban  revolutionary  gi’oup).  Crown  size — Brilliant 
Prooflike  condition — each  of  these  beautiful  coins  is  housed  in  its  own  presenta¬ 
tion  case  as  issued.  Mintages  will  be  strictly  limited  as  follows  .  .  .  AND  NO 
MORE  PIECES  WILL  BE  STRUCK  EVEN  IN  THE  EVENT  THAT  THE  ISSUE 


IS  OVERSUBSCRIBED  ! 

4856  pieces  with  reeded  edge  . $12.50  each 

4286  pieces  with  plain  edge . $12.50  each 

828  pieces  with  lettered  commemorative  edge . $25.00  each 


NOTE:  Lettered  edge  pieces  are  NOT  for  sale  separately.  In  proportion  to  the  original  mintage  you 
must  order  12  (6  reeded  and  6  plain)  to  qualify  for  ONE  lettered  edge  variety. 


Empire  Coin  Company,  Inc. 

America's  Leading  Buyer  of  Rare  Coins  and  Collections 

Empire  Building,  Johnson  City  16,  New  York  13790 
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SHARJAH 


This  5  Rupees  piece  has  recently  been  made  available.  As  some 
question  has  been  raised  regarding  its  status,  inquiries  are  being 
made  as  to  whether  or  not  this  piece  does  in  fact  constitute  an 
authorized  issue  of  a  recognized  government.  Until  the  situation  is 
clarified,  the  item  will  remain  uncataloged.  Specimen  courtesy  Joseph 
J.  Goldberg. 


SOUTH  AFRICA 

The  June  Journal  illustrated  the  new  design  for  the  coming  South 
African  5,  10,  20  and  50  Cent  Coins.  The  24  bronze  and  the  5^  nickel 
pieces  have  been  released  and  are  cataloged  below.  Because  the  series 
is  expected  to  include  denominations  from  V24  to  1  Rand,  it  is  quite 
likely  that  the  tentative  Catalog  numbers  will  have  to  be  changed. 


80  2  Cents  Bronze  1965  . 15 

Obverse:  Portrait  of  Jan  Van  Riebeeck  to  right,  legend  at 
right:  SUID  AFRIKA  1965.  Reverse:  Black  Wildebeest 
(Gnu),  initials  JVZ  at  lower  right,  value  below.  Reeded  edge. 


81  5  Cents  Nickel  1965  . 20 

Obverse  as  above.  Reverse:  Blue  Crane,  value  at  right,  initials 
T.S.  at  lower  right.  Plain  edge.  Courtesy  M.  Hersch,  Ltd., 
South  Africa,  also  Modern  World  Coins,  Gerald  Cooper,  Presi¬ 
dent,  Lauren  Benson. 
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Date  Designs  of 
United  States  Coins 

1850-1921 

by  Joseph  H.  Spray 


It  must  have  become  apparent 
to  collectors  of  United  States 
coins  that  the  dates  thereon  prior 
to  1900  have  been  drawn  not  to 
conform  with  the  general  design 
of  the  coin  but  as  a  separate 
entity.  The  further  we  go  back 
into  American  coinage  history, 
the  more  erratic  was  the  date 
design  and  the  less  its  conformity 
with  the  design  of  the  coins  on 
which  it  was  placed. 

It  has  only  been  since  1907  and 
1908  when  new  designs  of  the 
gold  pieces  were  made  that  the 
date  was  designed  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  general  makeup  of  the 
coin.  This  becomes  at  once  ap¬ 
parent  with  the  advent  of  the 
Lincoln  cent,  the  Buffalo  nickel, 
the  Peace  dollar  and  the  Wash¬ 
ington  quarter. 

To  illustrate  this  point,  we  may 
make  the  following  observations 
on  dating  styles  which  prevailed 
from  1850  to‘l921. 

With  the  exception  of  the  small 
cents,  all  the  dates  in  the  decade 


This  article  by  the  late  Joseph  H.  Spray 
appeared  serially  in  Coin  Col  lector' s  Journal 
in  1943-4.  An  interesting  examination  of  an 
often-neglected  area  of  U.S.  coinage,  it  is 
reprinted  here  by  permission  of  the  copy¬ 
right  holder. 


of  the  fifties  were  straight  across, 
i.e.  they  were  not  curved  with  the 
edge  of  the  coin. 

Unless  otherwise  noted,  the 
date  style  and  relative  size  of 
each  year  is  uniform  on  all  de¬ 
nominations,  the  only  change  in 
size  being  necessitated  by  the  size 
of  the  coin. 

The  date  1850  was  of  the  large 
style  and  the  five  was  slightly 
italicized.  It  was  not  in  very  high 
relief  and  was  more  or  less  skel¬ 
etonized. 

The  date  1851  still  retained  the 
slightly  italicized  five  and  the 
style  of  the  previous  year. 

The  year  1852  conformed  in 
general  to  that  of  1851.  The  five 
had  a  slight  slant  and  the  figure 
2  a  characteristic  twist  to  its  tail. 


In  1853  the  five  was  italicized 
and  the  date  was  quite  large,  and 
in  the  case  of  the  half  cent  espe¬ 
cially  so,  all  other  dates  on  the 
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half  cents  in  this  decade  being 
smaller. 

The  date  1853  appears  with  and 
without  arrows  at  its  side  on  the 
half  dime,  dime,  quarter  and  half 
dollar.  Such  coins  without  the 
arrows  are  rare,  those  of  the 
quarter  and  half  dollar  being 
especially  so. 

The  arrows  were  placed  on 
these  coins  to  denote  the  smaller 
silver  content  being  used  on  sub¬ 
sidiary  silver  from  1853  on. 

The  date  of  the  year  1854  was 
particularly  prominent  in  that  it 
was  the  largest  of  any  date  of  the 
fifties  and  was  very  uniform  as 
to  style  and  ‘also  to  relative  size 
on  all  denominations  with  the 
exception  of  the  half  cent.  The 
five  in  this  date  was  sharply 
italicized,  the  figures  slender,  tall, 
not  in  very  high  relief  and  com¬ 
pletely  filled  the  space  between 
the  base  of  Liberty  and  the  edge 
of  the  coin. 

All  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters 
and  half  dollars  contain  arrows 
at  the  date. 

The  date  1855  continued  to  be 
large  but  not  as  large  as  1854. 
Both  fives  were  sharply  italicized 
on  all  denominations  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  the  cent  in  which  we 
find  both  straight  fives  and  ital¬ 
icized  fives. 

The  arrows  appeared  on  all  of 
the  same  coins  as  in  1854. 

In  the  year  1856,  the  arrows 
disappear  and  we  find  a  small 
date  and  a  large  date,  the  smaller 
date  having  the  italicized  five  and 
the  larger  the  straight  five.  This 
latter  date,  however,  was  not  as 
lai’ge  as  1855. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
the  slanting  five  and  straight  five 
appear  on  various  denominations, 
some  having  both  styles  and 
others  only  one. 


As  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  the 
cents,  dimes  and  gold  dollars  con¬ 
tain  both  styles  of  this  date.  The 
three  cents  and  the  dimes  of  “S” 
and  “O”  mints,  appear  only  with 
the  italicized  five.  All  other  de¬ 
nominations  appear  to  have  only 
the  straight  five. 

The  year  1857  appears  to  have 
a  medium  date  with  a  straight 
five,  quite  uniform  on  all  de¬ 
nominations. 

However,  on  the  large  cents  the 
year  1857  appears  both  as  a  large 
and  small  date  without  any 
change  in  the  characteristics  of 
the  date  type. 

In  the  case  of  the  small  cent 
the  date  is  slightly  curved. 

The  year  1858  again  has  a  large 
date,  the  second  largest  for  the 
decade,  the  eight  of  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  dropped  slightly  below 
the  line  on  all  denominations  with 
the  exception  of  the  gold  dollar. 
This  date  is  quite  characteristic 
and  its  uniformity  on  all  denomi¬ 
nations  is  remarkable. 


In  the  year  1859  a  radical 
change  appears,  the  cause  of 
which  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know.  In  this  year  the  date  is 
made  radically  smaller  and  the 
figures  are  of  a  conventional  type. 
This  is  true  of  all  denominations 
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Representative  Seated  Liberty  Date  Designs  . 
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with  the  exception  of  the  gold 
dollar  which,  although  the  design 
is  changed,  still  retains  the  same 
relative  size  as  the  1858  gold 
dollar. 

The  date  1860  retains  the  same 
general  conventional  style  and 
size  as  in  1859.  But  the  dates  of 
the  gold  dollar  and  one-cent  piece 
are  still  smaller,  the  cent  of  1860 
bearing  the  smallest  date  of  any 
Indian  Head  cent. 

1861  is  the  same  as  1860  in  all 
respects  except  that  the  date  of 
the  cent  is  made  slightly  larger. 

This  style  follows  the  same 
system  in  1862,  regarding  style  of 
type  and  relative  size,  as  1861  ex¬ 
cept  that  the  figure  2  in  1862  has 
quite  a  characteristic  2,  having  a 
peculiar  twist  to  its  tail.  This  par¬ 
ticular  2  is  common  to  all  de¬ 
nominations. 

1863  is  slightly  larger  than 
1862  on  all  denominations,  but  not 
until  1867  does  the  size  become 
appreciably  larger. 

1870  is  larger  yet,  the  figures 
being  in  thin  type,  the  same  as  in 
1869. 

In  the  period  from  1867  to  1871 


inclusive,  the  dates  of  the  one- 
cent  pieces  are  all  curved  follow¬ 
ing  the  outside  edge  of  the  coin, 
but  in  1872  and  1873,  the  date  on 
the  one  cent  piece  is  made 
straight  across,  being  quite  small 
for  these  two  dates.  Still  retain¬ 


ing  their  straight  form  the  dates 
are  made  larger  in  1874  up  to 
and  including  1882.  From  1883  to 
the  end  of  the  Indian  Head  cent 


in  1909,  the  date  was  made  larger 
and  again  curves  with  the  edge, 
and  in  general  follows  the  date 
pattern  of  the  Liberty  Head 
nickel. 

The  two  cent  piece  dates  of 
1872  and  1873  are  also  straight 
across  and  not  curved  as  are  the 
prior  dates  from  1864  to  1871 
inclusive. 

The  Three  Cent  Nickel  piece  is 


; "  mm 

“And  then  in  1960  I  bought  every 
1903-0  Dollar  I  could  get  my 
hands  on  .  .  .” 
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an  interesting  one  inasmuch  as 
it  starts  out  with  a  small  date 
from  1865  to  1875.  From  there 
on  until  1882  it  is  a  trifle  larger. 
From  1883  to  1887  inclusive  it  is 
still  larger  but  in  1888  and  1889 


(its  last  year)  it  is  the  largest 
of  all. 

The  five  cent  nickel  of  1866  has 
a  very  small  date  which  carries 
through  up  to  1869.  The  date  of 
1870,  71  and  72  is  larger;  1873 
small;  1874  much  larger,  and 
with  very  little  variation  the  size 
remains  the  same  up  to  1882. 
The  shield  nickel  of  1883  carries 
a  larger  date  with  the  figures 
spaced.  The  Liberty  Head  nickels 
beginning  with  1883  have  the 
figures  wide  spaced,  which  con¬ 
tinues  up  to  1889.  From  1890  up 
to  1895  this  date  is  made  slightly 
smaller  and  with  less  space  be¬ 
tween  the  figures.  From  1895  up 
it  gradually  increases  its  size  up 
to  1906.  In  1907  there  is  a  notice¬ 
able  reduction  in  the  size  of  the 
Liberty  nickels  to  1912. 

The  half  dimes  in  the  1860’s 
and  to  their  end  in  1873  follows 
the  general  idea  of  the  dimes. 
These  dates  are  usually  smaller 
from  1860  to  1866,  after  which 
they  become  larger  in  1867  to 
1870. 

In  1883  the  date  of  the  dimes 
becomes  larger  up  to  1889,  except 
that  the  date  1887  is  larger  than 
either  1886  or  1888.  This  date 


(1887)  is  larger  on  all  silver  and 
gold  coins.  The  dimes  of  1890  and 
1891  are  smaller  than  1889. 

The  Morgan  Dollar  of  1878  has 
a  medium  sized  curved  date  which 
follows  through  to  1883.  In  1884 
the  date  is  smaller  with  little 
change  then  on  to  1904,  except 
that  in  1887  there  is  both  a  large 
and  small  date.  On  the  resumption 
of  this  coin  in  1921,  the  date  for 
its  last  year,  1921,  follows  the 
same  style  and  size  as  in  1904. 


The  quarters  and  half  dollars 
follow  the  general  pattern  previ¬ 
ously  outlined. 

It  appears  that  in  the  year 
1871,  there  were  two  separate  en¬ 
gravings  for  the  dates  of  this 
year,  one  in  which  the  figure  one 
touches  the  seven  and  the  other 
in  which  there  is  a  space  between 
them. 

I  have  found  specimens  of  both 
types  on  the  one  cent  and  two 
cent  pieces.  On  the  three  cent  and 
five  cent  pieces  I  have  only  found 
the  date  where  the  figure  one 
touches  the  seven. 

*  *  * 

A  new  badge  to  be  awarded  to 
Headmen  in  Aden  Colony  was 
produced  by  the  Royal  Mint  in 
1939.  Designed  by  Carter  Preston, 
the  badge  shows  the  arms  of  the 
colony  within  the  African  Chiefs’ 
badge  border. 
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“The  "Tiny  (Jold  T)ams  of  AJepal 


The  January  Journal  carried  a 
brief  article  on  the  Gold  Franc 
of  the  League  of  Nations,  with 
the  peripheral  notation  that  it 
seemed  to  be  the  world’s  smallest 
gold  coin.  We  have  since  been  in¬ 
formed  of  four  Nepalese  gold 


coins  in  the  denomination  of  1/64 
Mohar  or  one  Gold  Dam,  all  much 
lighter  than  the  0.3225805-gram 
Gold  Franc.  Our  correspondent, 
Carlo  Valdettaro,  supplied  en¬ 
larged  photographs  of  three  of 
the  Nepalese  coins;  providen¬ 
tially,  we  were  able  to  come  up 
with  an  actual-size  photograph 
of  the  fourth  (and  lightest)  coin. 

The  three  enlarged  photo¬ 
graphs  are,  left  to  right:  (1)  a 
dam  of  Sri  Rana  Bahadur  Saha, 
1775-1799,  (2)  a  dam  of  Sri 

Girvan  Yuddha  Vikrama,  1799- 
1816,  and  (3)  a  dam  of  Sri  Ra- 
jendra  Vikrama,  1816-1847.  The 
first  two  weigh  approximately 
0.06  grams,  the  third  0.05  grams. 

The  lightest  coin  of  all,  shown 
actual  size,  is  a  dam  of  Sri  Prithvi 
Vira  Vikrama,  1881-1911,  tipping 
the  scales  at  0.0431  grams. 

From  Calcutta,  Carlo  Valdet¬ 
taro  writes,  “About  myself  there 
is  nothing  in  particular  which 


could  interest  or  excite  your 
readers;  I  was  born  in  Milano  in 
Italy  in  1921,  became  a  carrier 
Artillery  Officer  in  1941,  left  the 
Army  when  my  King  left  Italy, 
entered  Banca  Commerciale  Ital- 
iana  where  I  stayed  five  years, 


and  then  joined  an  Italian  com¬ 
pany  producing  transmission 
lines;  on  their  appointment  I 
came  to  India  in  1953  as  Director 
of  their  Indian  company,  and 
have  since  been  travelling  and 
selling  steel  structures  and  con¬ 
ductors,  bolts  and  nuts,  in  India, 
Pakistan,  Ceylon,  Burma,  Siam 
and  Nepal.  As  you  see,  nothing 
very  romantic — no  tigers  nor 
Kipling-style  adventures!  I  had 
numismatics  as  a  hobby  also  in 
Italy  but  the  interest  has  in¬ 
creased  here,  as  there  are  few 
other  activities  extending  over  so 
many  branches — iconography,  re¬ 
ligion,  history,  trade  relations, 
etc.” 

We  might  add  that  Mr.  Valdet¬ 
taro  has  performed  abundant 
services  for  the  Journal,  not  the 
least  of  which  involved  adding  to 
our  subscription  list  our  most 
illustrious  reader,  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Nepal. 
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rout 


/>r  James  C.  Shipley 


General  Introduction 


As  the  Spanish  American  pillar  and  bust  type  coins  constituted  the 
bulk  of  the  silver  circulating  in  the  United  States  of  America  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  first  part  of  the  nineteenth 
centuries,  the  series  has  always  been  highly  regarded  by  many  U.S. 
collectors.  The  series  itself  is  very  complex — so  much  so  that  even 
after  years  of  search  a  very  wealthy  collector  could  not  hope  to  obtain 
a  specimen  of  each  denomination,  date  and  type  from  all  mints.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  issues  previously  unlisted  in  existing  reference  works 
are  still  being  found  from  time  to  time.  Yet  a  representative  type 
collection  can  be  assembled  that  together  with  appropriate  historical 
data  can  provide  not  only  a  good  basic  knowledge  of  the  coins  but 
also  an  exhibit  of  favorable  quality. 


Types  of  the  Spanish  American  pillar  coins.  In 
descending  order  of  size,  they  are  the  8, 

4,  2,  1,  and  Vz  Real. 
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The  pillar  or  “Dos  Mundos”  type  coinage  began  in  1732  at  the 
Mexico  City  Mint.  Gradually,  other  mints  also  began  to  issue  similar 
coins  with  distinctive  mint  marks  as  follows: 


Mint 

Mint  Mark 

Inclusive  Years  of 

Pillar  Type  Coinage 

Potosi 

Monogram  PTS 

1767-1770 

Santiago 

S° 

1751-1768 

Santa  Fe  de  Bogota 

N°  R° 

1759 

Guatemala 

G 

1754-1772 

Mexico  City 

M°  (MX  1733) 

1732-1771 

Lima 

Double  monogram  LI-MA 

1752-1772 

Pillar  type  coinage  ended  in  1772,  being  replaced  by  the  familiar 
bust  type  issues  which  were  struck  generally  until  1821,  though  vari¬ 
ous  denominations  were  made  later.  The  latest  date  found  on  any 
bust  type  coinage  is  1826. 

i. 

Silver  Denominations 

The  famous  “Pillar  Dollar”  or  8  Reales  and  four  of  its  subdivisions 
found  wide  circulation  in  the  United  States.  Based  on  the  ratio  of 
specimens  available,  it  appears  that  the  most  frequently  used  were 
the  Eight,  Two  and  Half  Real  coins.  The  One  Real  pieces  are  a  little 
scarcer  but  the  glamour  denomination  is  the  Four  Reales,  the  most 


Types  of  the  Bust  coins.  The  8  Reales  shown 
here  portrays  Charles  IV,  while  the  1  and  V2  Real 
show  Ferdinand  VII  and  Charles  III. 
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sought  after  of  the  series  and  which  has  shown  a  more  steady  in¬ 
crease  in  market  value  than  the  others  because  of  its  relative  scarcity 
and  high  demand. 


The  Quarter-Real 

There  is  a  sixth  denomination  of  the  silver  series  which  appeared 
spasmodically  during  the  reigns  of  Charles  IV  (1788-1808)  and 
Ferdinand  VII  (1808-1833).  This  is  the  Quarter  Real  or  “Quartillo” 


which  did  not  circulate  in  the  United  States.  There  are  two  basic  types 
of  these  miniature  silver  pieces,  the  Bust  and  the  Lion-Castle  design. 
It  is  well  that  this  denomination  is  not  needed  by  collectors  assembling 
types  which  were  used  in  our  young  nation,  as  the  Bust  Quartillo 
(issued  only  from  the  Lima  and  Santiago  mints  and  only  under 
Charles  IV)  is  by  far  the  most  difficult  type  coin  of  the  Bust  series 
to  obtain.  The  Lion  and  Castle  type  first  issued  in  1796  by  the  Spanish 
American  mints  is  scarce  but  frequently  available. 


CONTINUITY 

I’m  quite  content  to  stand  aside  and  let  modern  proof 
sets  follow  their  contrived  gyrations. 

But  when  it  comes  to  older  established  foreign  series 
I'm  keenly  competitive  as  always. 

Why  not  consult  me  if  you’re  thinking  of  selling  your 
collection? 

Lists  sent  out  frequently. 

RANDOLPH  ZANDER 

Post  Office  Box  3013 
Alexandria,  Virginia  22302 
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It  is  probable  that  the  Lima  and  Guatemala  mints  are  the  only 
ones  which  issued  these  coins  continuously  from  1796  until  1821.  Both 
struck  the  Quartillo  in  1821,  the  latest  date  found  on  coins  of  this 
denomination. 


There  is  one  other  Quartillo  issue  of  the  Lion-Castle  design  which 
bears  no  date  or  mint  mark.  These  coins  had  been  attributed  to 
almost  every  overseas  Spanish  Provincial  mint,  but  in  an  article  by 
the  late  Gilbert  S.  Perez  published  in  the  Coin  Collector’s  Journal 
(issue  of  September-October  1946)  the  author  writes  that  by  Royal 
decree  Charles  III  of  Spain  ordered  an  issue  of  silver  Quartillos  to 
be  sent  from  Mexico  to  the  Philippines.  The  author  further  states 
that  these  silver  Quartillos  were  the  undated  variety. 


A  specimen  dated  1793  but  bearing  no  mint  mark  is  also  known. 
It  is  theorized  that  such  a  piece  might  represent  an  early  attempt  to 
prepare  a  suitable  design  for  the  regular  issues  which  began  in  1796. 


Summary 

In  general,  the  crown-size  Eight  Reales  coins  can  be  obtained  in 
choice  quality  for  all  types;  however,  the  minor  denominations  present 
a  different  picture.  The  Two  Reales  and  Half  Real  pieces  can  be 
found  for  most  types  in  high  quality.  One  Real  coins  of  some  types 
in  choice  condition  are  very  scarce  or  rare,  while  Four  Reales  pieces 
of  some  types  are  practically  unobtainable.  This  results  in  spirited 
bidding  whenever  they  do  appear.  For  example,  a  1787  Santiago  mint 
Four  Reales,  in  only  Fine  condition  realized  $200.00  on  a  $40.00  esti¬ 
mate  in  a  recent  Schulman  auction.  This  was  the  first  Charles  III 
Four  Reales  of  the  Santiago  mint  that  had  been  offered  in  some  years 
at  a  major  auction.  A  similar  type  Four  Reales  of  the  Potosi  mint 
in  equal  or  better  condition  can  still  be  obtained  for  under  ten  dollars. 
Thus  a  type  coin  from  one  mint  can  be  plentiful  while  a  similar  coin 
from  another  mint  can  be  very  rare.  In  future  articles  an  attempt 
will  be  made  to  acquaint  the  type  collector  with  some  of  the  peculiari¬ 
ties  and  variations  in  the  Spanish  American  Provincial  series. 
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IN  THE  MIDWEST 

WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

featuring 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLIES 

And  All  Leading 
Stamp  and  Coin  Lines 

2W  fl'mkko>ui 

2304  17th  Street 
RACINE,  WISCONSIN 
Phone  414-637-3441 


Harold  Richow 
Manager 


New  York  Office 

554  Westbury  Ave. 
Carle  Place,  New  York 
516  ED  4  7981-2-3 


Middle  Atlantic  branch 

302  West  6  Avenue 
Conshohocken,  Pa. 
215-825-0212 
Phila.  line:  PL  3-1836 


Caribbean  branch 
RFD  No.  2,  Box  9F 
Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 
767-6022 


CANADIAN  DIVISION: 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  4512  Papineau  Ave. 
Montreal,  Canada 
Phone  514  525-2568 


EUROPEAN  DIVISION 

Don  Hirschhorn  Ltd.,  2  St.  Nicholas  Buildings, 
Newcastle  Upon  Tyne  1,  England 

COMPLETE  STOCK  AT  ALL  BRANCHES ,  SERVICING  DEALERS  ONLY 
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Sterling  Commentary 

by  K.  E.  Hressett,  F.H.1\.S. 


The  high  degree  of  interest  shown  in  English  coins  over  the  past 
year  seems  to  be  continuing  unabated  through  the  summer.  This  is 
encouraging,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  collecting  activities 
generally  wane  during  the  warm  months  when  summer  activities  take 
up  so  much  of  one’s  time.  Dealers  report  that  coins  in  the  English  and 
Canadian  series  are  all  in  popular  demand  despite  the  leveling  off  of 
interest  in  modern  U.S.  coins. 

Probably  the  most  wanted  English  coins  just  now  are  the  current 
Maundy  sets.  Unlike  previous  years,  there  has  not  been  a  general  sale 
of  sets  by  Mint  employes,  who  usually  receive  a  total  of  about  six 
hundred  sets,  or  half  of  the  mintage,  as  gifts.  The  current  price  of  a 
1965  set  is  about  $85.00,  but  most  of  the  available  sets  are  being  held 
in  anticipation  of  still  higher  prices.  Oddly  enough,  the  older  Eliza¬ 
bethan  sets,  1961  through  1965,  while  scarcer  than  the  1965  sets,  have 
not  yet  caught  up  to  them  in  price. 

A  quantity  of  1964  sovereigns  have  been  struck  this  year  to  continue 
the  practice  of  issuing  gold  pieces  as  current  bank  coins.  These  are 
available  in  Canada  through  the  usual  bank  sources,  but  of  course  their 
importation  into  the  United  States  is  prohibited  by  law.  It  is  not  un¬ 
usual  for  the  1964  sovereigns  to  be  struck  during  1965.  All  of  the  1962 
and  1963  sovereigns  were  struck  during  1963,  and  other  similar  in¬ 
cidences  have  dotted  recent  Royal  Mint  history.  Fortunately,  ensuing 
Mint  Masters’  reports  show  the  exact  quantity  minted  with  each  date. 

Half  crowns  have  shown  great  price  activity  within  the  past  few 
months.  The  following  lists  are  an  indication  of  current  market  prices. 


Young  Head —  First  Issue 

Date  Quantity  Minted  Good  Fine  V.  Fine  Ex.  Fine  Unc.  Proof 

1839  . . . ‘ .  $6.00  $12.00  $20.00  $32.50  $90.00  $150.00 

1840  . .  386,496  8.00  15.00  25.00  50.00  120.00 

1841  .  42,768  8.00  15.00  25.00  50.00  120.00 
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Now 

PROCLAIMED  CROSS-COUNTRY  AS 
ONE  OF  THE  LEADING  COIN  GUIDES 

For  Up-To-The-Minute  Prices  For  All  U.S.  Coins 

"YELLOW  COIN  BOOK" 

47th  EDITION - - —AUGUST  1965 

PRICE — 90<£ 

(Plus  1 5£  for  Postage  and  Handling) 

AND— HERE  IS  WHAT  YOU  GET— 

A  Complete  Listing  Of  All  U.S.  Coins  From  1793-1965  Profusely  Illus¬ 
trated  With  Pictorial  Charts  That  Aid  You  At  A  Glance  As  To  The 
Condition  Of  Your  Coins. 


Down  To  Earth  Valuations  Given  To  Every  Collectable  Condition  Of 
Each  And  Every  Coin  BASED  On  The  Market  Selling  Prices  Of 
Today  And  Not  Those  Of  A  Year  Ago. 


A  Homey  Chit-Chat  Column  Of  “Coin  Activity*'  In  Which  The  Writer 
(E.  Strauss,  Nationally  Known  Professional  Numismatist)  Brings 
You  News  Of  Extreme  Importance  Relative  To  Current  Trends. 


Dozens  And  Dozens  Of  Other  Features  Are  Included,  And  Besides 
Listings  Of  All  Single  Coins  You  Will  Find  Listed — Uncirculated 
Rolls,  Proof  Sets,  Gold,  U.S.  Commemorative,  Etc.,  Etc. 


See  Your  Favorite  Dealer  For  The  Current  Issue  Of 

"YELLOW  COIN  BOOK" 

Or  Write  Directly  To.— E.  Strauss  Publications  Inc. 
1 16  Nassau  Street,  New  York,  N.Y.  10038 
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Quantity  Minted 


Date  Proof 

Regular 

Good 

1842 . . .  ... 

....  486,288 

$3.00 

1843. _ _ 

....  454,608 

3.50 

1844 _ 

.  .1,999,008 

3.50 

1845... _ _ 

....2,231,856 

3.50 

1846 _ _ _ 

.  1,539,668 

3.75 

1848...... 

..  1 

20.00 

1 848  8  over  6  ... 

...  ( 367,488 

8.00 

1849  Large  date 

...  \ 

3.00 

1849  Small  date 

...  /  261,360 

3.75 

1850 _ 

...  484,613 

8.50 

1851  Proof  only 

1853  Proof  only.. 

1862  Proof  only 

1864  Proof  only.. 

V. 

Ex. 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Unc.  Proof 

$5.00 

$15.00 

$40.00 

$80.00 

6.00 

15.00 

40.00 

80.00 

6.00 

15.00 

40.00 

80.00 

6.00 

15.00 

40.00 

80.00 

6.50 

17.00 

60.00 

100.00 

30.00 

50.00 

100.00 

175.00 

15.00 

20.00 

30.00 

70.00 

6.00 

12.00 

60.00 

100.00 

6.50 

13.00 

62.50 

1 10.00 

16.00 

30.00 

80.00 

125.00  $250.00 

350.00 

400.00 

400.00 


Young  Head 

1874  . . . .V...2, 188,599  2.00 

1875  . 1,113,483  2.00 

1876  . . . 633,221  2.00 

1877  . 447,059  1.75 

1878  . ...1,466,323  1.75 

1879.. .. . 901,356  3.00 

1880 _ _ ...1,346,350  1.50 

1881.. . _ 2,301,495  1.25 

1882  . 808,227  1.25 

1883  . 2,982,779  1.25 

1884  . .1,569,175  2.00 

1885..  . 1,628,438  1.25 

1886  . 891,767  1.50 

1887  . 1,438,046  4.00 


Second  Issue 


4.00 

8.00 

20.00 

35.00 

125.00 

4.00 

8.00 

21.00 

36.00 

125.00 

4.00 

5.00 

10.00 

34.00 

3.50 

4.50 

9.00 

32.00 

3.50 

4.50 

25.00 

40.00 

150.00 

5.00 

6.00 

55.00 

80.00 

150.00 

3.00 

4.00 

25.00 

40.00 

150.00 

2.50 

3.50 

20.00 

35.00 

150.00 

2.50 

3.50 

20.00 

35.00 

2.50 

3.50 

10.00 

30.00 

4.00 

5.00 

10.00 

30.00 

2.50 

5.00 

10.00 

25.00 

150.00 

3.00 

4.00 

25.00 

40.00 

150.00 

8.00 

15.00 

30.00 

60.00 

150.00 

VICTORIA— JUBILEE  HEAD 


1887 . (1,084)  Incl.  above  1.50 


1888  .  .....1,428,787  2.50 

1889  _ 4,811,954  2.00 

1890  . 3,228,1 1 1  3.00 

1891  . 2,284,632  3.00 

1892  .  1,710,946  1.75 


2.50 

3.00 

5.00 

15.00 

6.00 

10.00 

20.00 

30.00 

4.50 

7.00 

13.00 

25.00 

8.00 

12.00 

24.00 

30.00 

8.00 

12.00 

24.00 

30.00 

3.50 

6.00 

12.00 

22.00 

60.00 
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HUDGEONS  E-Z  SEAL 

COIN  HOLDER 


New  High-Speed  manufacturing  techniques  now  enable 
us  to  offer  our  famous  coin  holders  at  this  new  low 
price. 

STILL  THE  BEST 


now  in  sizes 
.  .  easy  to  type  on 
.  ...  no  staples  to  rust 

. ultra -thin  design 

. guaranteed  to  stick 

. proven  faster  to  use 

. air-tighi  protection 

. fits  all  U.S.  and  foreign  coins 


HUDGEONS  E-Z  PRODUCTS 

5817  SMITH  ROAD 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO  44142 
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VICTORIA— VEILED  HEAD 


Date 

Quantity  Minted 
Proof  Regular 

Good 

Fine 

V. 

Fine 

Ex. 

Fine 

Unc.  Proof 

1893 . 

.(1  ,312).*a. 

.1,792,600 

$1.00 

$2.00 

$  4.00 

$10.00 

$15.00  $125.00 

1894 . 

.1,524,960 

1.25 

2.50 

6.00 

20.00 

30.00 

1895 . 

.1,772,662 

1.25 

1.50 

3.00 

8.00 

20.00 

1896 . 

..2,148,505 

1.25 

1.50 

3.00 

8.00 

20.00 

1897 . 

1,678,643 

1.25 

1.50 

3.00 

8.00 

20.00 

1898 . 

..1,870,055 

1.50 

2.00 

4.00 

10.00 

25.00 

1899.... 

..2,863,872 

1.25 

1.50 

3.00 

8.00 

20.00 

1900 . 

.4,479,128 

.90 

1.20 

2.50 

6.00 

18.00 

1901 . 

.1,516,570 

.90 

1.20 

2.50 

6.00 

18.00 

EDWARD  VII 


1902. ...(15, 123)..... .1,316, 008  1.75 


1903._ .  274,840  4.00 

1904  .  709,652  2.75 

1 905  . .  166,008  20.00 

1906.. ._ . 2,886,206  4.00 

1907.. . . 3,693,930  4.50 

1908-  . 1,758,889  4.50 

1909-  . 3,051,592  4.00 

1910-  . 2,557,685  3.50 


3.75 

7.00 

16.00 

25.00 

10.00 

20.00 

30.00 

75.00 

6.00 

12.00 

25.00 

60.00 

80.00 

200.00 

275.00 

500.00 

8.00 

20.00 

30.00 

75.00 

8.50 

22.00 

40.00 

80.00 

8.50 

22.00 

40.00 

80.00 

8.00 

20.00 

35.00 

75.00 

8.00 

20.00 

30.00 

70.00 

35.00 
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AVAILABLE  TO  RECOGNIZED  DEALERS  ONLY 


featuring  all  the  major  brands  .  .  . 
plus  the  exclusive  fast  selling  line  of 
HARCO  creations 

•  AMERICAN  •  ATCO 

•  CAPITAL  •  DENNISON  T  ~;~- 

•  DYMO  •  ELBE  •  FOLD-O-  \  ^ 

HINGE  •  FUL-VU  •  GROSSMAN  \  .X* 

•  HARCO  •  HARCO  MOUNTS  \ '  ^  ^ 

•  HARRIS  •  MEGHRIG  \  * 

•  MINKUS  •  PRESIDENT  COIN 

•  SCOTT  •  SEEWELL  •  SEITZ 

•  SELSI  •  SWIFT  •  WHITE  ACE  — 

•  WHITMAN  \ 


RtBBOH 


|  ■  IIAA  HAROLD  COHN  &  CO 
l|  R  |f  I  1  1  3224  N.  HALSTED  ST 
I  IftllUU  CHICAGO,  ILL.  60657 

HARCO  CATALOGS,  WITH  ROOM  FOR  YOUR  IMPRINT,  MAKE 
IDEAL  CUSTOMER  MAILERS. ..SEND  FOR  FREE  DETAILS 


FILL  OUT  AND 

MAIL 

NOW 


HAROLD  COHN  &  CO. 

3224  N.  Halsted  St.,  Chicago,  III.  60657 

Please  send  me  the  following.  I  understand 
there  is  to  be  no  charge  for  this  material. 

□  Philatelic  Catalog  □  Numismatic  Catalog 

□  Full  details  as  to  how  I  can  use  catalogs, 
with  my  imprint,  for  customer  mailers. 

STORE  NAME . 

STORE  ADDRESS . 

CITY . STATE . 

BUYER'S  NAME . 
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GEORGE  V 


Variety  I —  Crown  Touches  Shield,  1911-1922 


Quantity  Minted 

V. 

Ex. 

Date 

Proof  Regular 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Unc.  Proof 

1911  ... 

...(6,007) . 2,914,573 

$  .75 

$1.25 

$  2.50 

$12.00 

$25.00  $120.00 

1912.... 

. . . .^.....4,700,789 

.75 

1.25 

1.75 

3.00 

9.00 

1913.... 

. .....4,090,169 

.75 

1  25 

1.75 

3.00 

10.00 

1914.... 

_ 18,333,003 

.75 

1.25 

1.75 

2.75 

8.50 

1915. 

. . . 32,433,066 

.75 

1.25 

2.00 

10.00 

20.00 

1916.... 

. . . 29,530,020 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

5.00 

1917.... 

_  11,172,052 

.75 

1.25 

2.50 

12.00 

25.00 

1918.... 

. . . 29,079,592 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

5.00 

1919.... 

. . _...10,266,737 

.75 

1.25 

2.00 

10.00 

20.00 

Debased  Coinage 

1920.... 

_ _ 17,982,077 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

5.00 

1921.... 

. . . 23,677,889 

.90 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

7.00 

1922  Variety  1 . 16,396,724 

.90 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

7.00 

Variety  II  —  Groove  Between  Crown  and  Shield,  1922-1927 

1922  Variety  II  Inch  above 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.25 

5.00 

1923.... 

. . . 26,308,526 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.25 

5.00 

1924.... 

. . . 5,866.294 

1.50 

2.50 

4.00 

6.00 

12.00 

1925.... 

. . . 1,413,461 

1.50 

2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

16.00 

1926.... 

. \  4,473,516 

2.00 

3.00 

5.00 

15.00 

22.00 

1926  Mod.  effigy  / 

2.00 

3.00 

5.00 

15.00 

22.00 

1927 . 

. . . 6,852,872 

2.00 

3.00 

5.00 

13.00 

20.00 

The 

new  type  half  crown  introduced  in  1927  uses 

a  thistle, 

rose  and  sham- 

rock  as  stops  in  the  legend.  Two  interlocked  crowned  G’s  are  on  either  side  of 
a  shield.  The  designer’s  initials  KG,  for  Kruger  Gray,  are  beneath  the  shield. 
Only  proof  coins  of  the  new  type  were  struck  in  1927  for  inclusion  in  the  sets. 


1927  . 

1 928  . 

.(15,000)  Proofs  only 
..  18,762,727 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.50 

4.50 

1 929 . 

. . 17.632,636 

.75 

1.25 

3.00 

4.00 

8.00 

1930 . 

.  809,051 

5.00 

10.00 

15.00 

30.00 

50.00 

1931.... 

_ _ 11,264,468 

.70 

1.25 

3.00 

5.00 

10.00 

1932 . 

. .  4,793,643 

.80 

1.35 

1.75 

2.50 

6.00 

1933 . 

— . 10,311,494 

.70 

1.25 

1.50 

1.75 

5.00 

1934..... 

. ..2,422,399 

1.00 

1.50 

2.00 

3.00 

9.00 

1935 . 

. . .....7,022,216 

.70 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

4.50 

1936 . 

.._ . 7,039,423 

.75 

1.25 

1.50 

2.00 

5.00 
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1878  7  F 

3.75 

1881  S 

1.95 

1888  P 

...  1.69 

1878  7/8 

16.95 

1882  P 

2.25 

1888  O 

.............  2.50 

1878  CC 

9.25 

1882  0 

2.25 

1889  P  . 

.  2.50 

1878  S 

2.29 

1882  S  . 

2.25 

1889  O 

6.95 

1878  8  F 

...13.95 

1883  P 

2.19 

1890  O 

3.99 

1879  P 

2.69 

1883  O 

.  1.75 

1892  O 

11.50 

1879  O 

iQ70  5 

.  5.75 

1  95 

1884  P 

.  2.25 

1898  O 

3.29 

1884  O  . 

1.75 

1899  O  . 

1.95 

1880  0 

1880  S 

1880  P 

1881  O 

.  2.50 

.  2.25 

.  2.59 

1.95 

1885  P 

...  1.75 

1900  P  .. 

1900  O 

1901  O  . 

1902  O 

1904  O 

2.50 

2.25 

. 2.25 

. 1.65 

7  79 

1835  O 

1886  P 

1887  P  . 

1887  O 

1.75 

.  1.75 

.  1.55 

.  3.50 

SALE  ON  UNITED  STATES  GOLD  COINS 

Br.  Unc.  St.  Gaudens  $20.00  Price:  $50.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1908  P  NM,  1910  P.  1914 
DS,  1925  P,  1927  P.  Also  1907  P  NM  $56.50.  1916  S  $73.50. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $20.00  Price:  $50.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1899  P,  1900  P,  1904  P,  1907  P. 
Also  1901  P  $67.50.  1903  P  $62.50. 

Br.  Unc.  Indian  $10.00  Price:  35.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1910  D,  1911  P,  1912  P,  1913  P, 
1914  P.  Special:  10  for  $349.00. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $10.00  Price:  $28.50  ea.  Your  choice:  1881  P,  1882  P,  1894  P,  1901  P, 
1907  P.  Special:  10  for  $275.00. 

Br.  Unc.  Liberty  $5.00  Price:  $19.95  ea.  Your  choice:  1880  P,  1881  P,  1882  P,  1883  P. 
Special:  10  for  $182.50. 

BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED  SILVER  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE 


1959 

PD 

(10 

coins)  . 

. $5.39 

I960 

PD 

(10 

•coins)  . 

.  4.85 

1961 

PD 

(10 

coins)  . 

. 4.19 

1962 

PD 

(10 

coins)  . 

.  3.99 

1963 

PD 

(10 

coins)  . 

. .  3.10 

1964 

PD 

(10 

coins)  . . 

2.99 

BR.  UNC.  SELECT  U.S.  MINT  SETS  FOR  SALE 

All  sets  come  packaged  at  no  extra  cost  in  your  choice  of  Snap  Lok  plastic  holders  or 
heat  sealed  by  us  in  proof  set  type  pouches. 

1952  PDS  (15  coins)  . $27.95 

1954  PDS  (15  coins)  .  12.75 

1955  PDS  (II  coins)  .  21.95 

1956  PD  (9  coins)  .  6.25 

1957  PD  (10  coins)  .  5.59 

1958  PD  (10  coins)  — .  8.99 

1965  AUSTRIAN  PROOF  SETS  NOW  IN  STOCK  FOR  DELIVERY 

The  7  piece  Br.  Proof  set  contains  the  silver  10  and  5  Schillings  as  well  as  the  I  Schilling, 
50,  10,  5  and  2  Groschen  pieces  heat  sealed  in  a  plastic  proof  set  type  pouch. 

Special:  $2.00  per  set  10  Sets  $18.50 

1964  French  Proof  Like  Mint  Sets.  In  original  presentation  boxes,  the  scarce  1964  set 
contains  the  I,  5,  10,  20,  50  centimes,  I  Franc  and  silver  5  Francs.  Special  ea.  $6.99. 

1964  SILVER  BERMUDA  CROWNS— BRILLIANT  UNCIRCULATED. 

Now  in  stock  for  delivery!  Special:  $1.49  ea.  10  for  $12.50. 

Br.  Unc.  1964  English  Mint  Sets.  We  are  now  delivering  Br.  Unc.  1964  English  mint 
sets  composed  of  a  penny,  half  penny,  three  pence,  six  pence  and  shilling,  heat  sealed 
in  a  proof  set  type  pouch.  Special:  $1.29  per  set.  10  Sets:  $10.95. 

Everything  is  postpaid  and  insured  to  you.  Prices  subject  to  change  without  prior 
notice.  Satisfaction  guaranteed  on  all  merchandise — 5  day  return  privilege. 


GERALD  ZAID 


P.O.  Box  536 


Dept.  W 


Philadelphia  5,  Penna. 
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Hungary: 


the  first  thousand  years 

by  Charles  Z.  Mihalyi 


(First  of  Three  Parts) 


Going  back  through  Hungarian 
or  Magyar  history,  five  thousand 
years  in  the  dim  past  in  Asia, 
the  story  goes  that  two  princely 
brothers,  Hupor  and  Magyar, 
sons  of  Nimrod,  were  hunting. 
While  chasing  a  giant  stag,  they 
stumbled  upon  nymphs,  seized 
them  and  married  them.  The  de¬ 
scendants  of  Hunor  were  the 
Huns  and  of  Magyar  the  Magyars 
(Hungarians).  Their  ancient  land 
was  somewhere  in  Asia,  but  grad¬ 
ually  they  were  driven  west  by 
the  powerful  neighboring  tribes, 
fighting  over  the  pastures.  They 
settled  in  present  Russia  in  the 
Volga  River  section  and  their 
country  was  called  “Etelkoz.”  In 
the  ninth  century  A.D.,  seven 
tribes  decided  to  reclaim  their 
heritage,  Attila  the  Hun’s  coun¬ 
try,  which  lies  in  the  Great  Hun¬ 
garian  Plains  (Nagy  Magyar 
Alfold).  The  seven  chiefs  were 
Almos,  Elod,  Kund,  Ond,  Tas, 
Huba,  and  Tohotom.  Almos  was 
elected  leader  of  the  seven  tribes 
and  his  son  Arpad  was  the  actual 
conqueror  of  Hungary. 

Before  they  crossed  the  Carpa¬ 
thian  Mountains,  the  chiefs  of  the 
seven  tribes  gathered,  slashed 
their  veins  and  let  their  blood 
flow  into  a  silver  cup.  Each  drank 
of  this  blood  and  took  an  oath 
which  forever  bound  them  to¬ 
gether.  (Up  to  now,  it  had  been 
a  loose  federation;  one  must  re¬ 


member  that  all  Magyars  were 
free  men  and  every  one  a  war¬ 
rior.)  The  chiefs  agreed  on  six 
articles,  which  were  as  follows: 

I.  As  long  as  the  Arpad  house 
existed,  the  Prince  (Fejede- 
lem)  must  be  chosen  from  it. 

II.  The  newly  conquered  coun¬ 
try  would  be  equally  and 
justly  divided  among  the 
seven  tribes. 

III.  The  chiefs  and  their  de¬ 
scendants  would  have  the  un¬ 
disputed  right  to  attend  the 
National  Council  whether  in¬ 
vited  or  not. 


“ Hold  it  for  a  second — 
my  towel's  slipiying!” 
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IV.  Any  one  unfaithful  to  the 
Federation  should  shed  his 
blood,  as  did  the  chiefs  at  the 
Oathtaking. 

V.  If  the  treaty  were  broken  by 
either  the  Prince  (Fejedelem) 
or  a  chief  (vezer),  he  would 
be  cursed. 

VI.  Those  who  did  not  attend 
the  National  Council  would 
be  pierced  through.  (Note: 
these  gatherings  were  con¬ 
ducted  from  saddles  on  horse¬ 
back,  as  the  Magyars  were 
horsemen.) 

In  reality  this  was  the  first 
Magyar  Constitution  agreed  upon 
by  the  Hungarians.  Prince  Arpad 
(Fejedelem),  who  had  an  army 
of  216,000  horsemen,  finally  con¬ 
quered  the  present  Hungary  by 
896  A.D. 

Religion 

The  Magyar  religion  naturally 
was  pagan,  but  only  one  special 
Magyar  god,  “Hadur”  (War 
Lord),  was  worshiped.  He  went 
before  the  Hungarian  army  with 
lightning  in  both  hands  to  destroy 
their  enemies,  and  to  this  day  the 
Hungarian  peasant  has  no  other 
name  for  lightning  than  “Isten 
Nyila”  (God’s  Arrow).  They  also 
had  a  sacred  eagle,  “Turul,”  that 
flew  ahead  of  the  army.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  this  legend,  when  the 
Magyars  arrived  in  the  present 
Hungary,  “ Turul”  alighted  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  present  city 
of  Tata  in  the  former  Roman 
province  of  Pannonia,  which  prov¬ 
ince  the  Hungarians  call  “Beyond 
the  Duna”  (Danube  River).  As  a 
child,  the  writer  of  these  lines 
saw  the  gigantic  statue  which 
was  erected  on  the  supposed  spot 
where  the  “Turul”  alighted. 

Under  Prince  Geyza  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion  spread.  Christian 


monks  were  invited  into  '  the 
country  from  the  west.  Most,  but 
not  all,  Magyars  became  half¬ 
hearted  Christians.  They  were 
baptised,  and  on  the  surface  prac¬ 
ticed  Christianity,  but  it  was  very 
hard  for  this  warlike  people  to 
accept  the  new  religion.  On  nights 
of  the  full  moon  Prince  Geyza 
secretly  attended  pagan  rituals 
in  the  swamp  in  which  the  high 
priest  “Taltos”  stabbed  a  pure 
white  horse  and  sacrificed  the 
choicest  parts  on  the  altar  of 
“Hadur,”  their  pagan  god.  From 
the  intestines  of  the  animal  the 
“Taltos”  predicted  future  hap¬ 
penings.  The  Christian  monks 
were  doubtful  of  Prince  Geyza’s 
sincerity  and  one  night  confronted 
him  when  he  returned  from  one  of 
those  pagan  rituals.  But  Prince 
Geyza  was  quick  with  his  answer; 
he  said,  “I  am  rich  enough  to 
serve  two  gods,”  and  thereafter 
was  left  alone. 

When  baptised,  Prince  Geyza’s 
son  Vajk  was  given  the  name 
“Stephen”  and  in  the  year  1000 
he  was  crowned  the  first  king  of 
Hungary.  Pope  Sylvester  II  sent 
him  the  crown  that  was  originally 
promised  to  Polish  Prince  Belos- 
law.  Stephen  ruled  wisely  for 
thirty-eight  years  but  was  a  re¬ 
ligious  fanatic  who  Christianized 
the  Magyars  with  the  sword  when 
necessary.  Many  of  the  Magyars 
secretly  practiced  the  old  Hun¬ 
garian  religion  and  civil  war 
broke  out,  but  Stephen  ruthlessly 
put  down  the  rebellion  and  had 
the  leader  chiefs  quartered  and 
nailed  on  the  gates  of  forts. 

Stephen  was  a  great  king  and 
a  good  organizer.  He  realized  that 
the  continuous  wars  with  their 
neighbors  eventually  would  be  the 
downfall  of  the  Magyars,  because, 
regardless  of  how  many  battles 
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they  won,  eventually  the  nation 
would  bleed  white,  as  there  would 
not  be  enough  replacements.  Some 
of  the  fairly  independent  chiefs 
had  their  private  wars  harassing 
their  neighbors,  wandered  into 
Saxony,  Bavaria,  and  Italy, 
reached  the  Pyrenees  and  gal¬ 
loped  down  to  Constantinople, 
looting  and  pillaging  everywhere. 
They  won  and  lost  battles. 
Stephen  entered  into  treaties  with 
his  neighbors  and  stopped  these 
escapades.  To  cement  this  friend- 


A  silver  Denar  of  Stephen  I. 

ship  with  the  west,  Stephen  mar¬ 
ried  a  German  princess  named 
Gizella.  The  invited  priests  re¬ 
ceived  land,  grants  and  privileges 
to  teach  the  nomad  Magyars  ag¬ 
riculture,  as  up  to  that  time  the 
Magyars  were  cattlemen  or  horse¬ 
men,  driving  their  herds  from 
pasture  to  pasture,  leaving  the 
mountainous  part  of  the  country 
to  the  non-Magyar  tribes. 

Stephen  died  in  1038,  was  later 
canonized,  and  became  the  first 
Hungarian  Saint. 

The  first  Hungarian  coins, 
called  obols  and  denars,  were 
minted  during  his  administration. 
They  were  small  silver  coins,  with 
“Stephanirs  Rex”  in  a  circle,  a 
cross  in  the  middle,  and  a  pallet 
in  each  quarter. 

King  Salomon  (1063-1074)  was 
the  first  Hungarian  king  to  have 
his  profile  on  his  coins  (a  crude 
figure) . 

The  next  great  king  was  Ladis- 
laus  (Laszlo)  I,  (1077-1095) ,  who 


A  coin  of  Salomon 
showing  the  King’s  bust. 


turned  the  invading  Tartars  back, 
captured  many  of  them  and  set¬ 
tled  them  in  Hungary.  He,  also, 
was  canonized  after  his  death. 
History  records  him  as  “St.  Ladis- 
laus.”  His  greatness  was  so  em¬ 
bedded  in  Hungarian  history  that 
up  to  the  Hapsburg  Rudolph  II, 
the  words  “St.  Ladislaus”  were 
on  all  Hungarian  coins.  St.  Ladis¬ 
laus’  coins  were  silver  denars  and 
obols. 

King  Coloman  (1095-1116)  was 
a  book  lover,  so  he  was  called 
“Konyves”  (owner  of  books).  He 
had  a  library  of  26  or  28  books, 
large  for  that  time.  This  was 
really  remarkable  in  those  dark 
ages,  when  even  some  of  the  kings 
could  not  read  or  write.  The  books 
were  written  in  Latin  on  parch¬ 
ment  by  the  monks  in  convents, 
which  was  very  tedious  and  pains¬ 
taking  work.  Sometimes  it  took 


The  size  of  the  Denar  was  much  reduced 
under  Coloman  and  the  coins  generally 
crude  and  without  inscription. 

a  lifetime  for  a  monk  to  finish 
one  volume.  King  Coloman  was 
way  ahead  of  his  time.  He  de¬ 
clared  that  there  were  no  witches 
and  forbade  their  persecution. 
(You  may  remember  that  cen¬ 
turies  later  witches  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  were  still  being  perse- 
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A  cup-shaped  coin  attributed  to  Stephen  IV,  who  usurped  the  throne  in  1162  with  the 
aid  of  the  Byzantine  emperor.  The  reverse  depicts  a  seated  Madonna  and  carries  the 

legend  Sancta  Maria. 


cuted.)  We  may  state  here  that 
there  were  never  any  such  hor¬ 
rible  inquisitions  in  Hungary  as 
there  were  in  Spain  and  other 
countries.  Coloman’s  coins  were 
small  silver  denars. 

Andreas  II  or  Endre  (1205- 
1235)  went  to  the  Holy  Land  with 
the  crusaders.  This  was  an  expen¬ 
sive  venture  and  when  he  finally 
came  back,  his  lords  pressed  him 


to  yield  to  their  wishes,  much  of 
his  power  was  relinquished,  and 
he  was  forced  to  sign  the  “Arany 
Bulla”  (Golden  Bull),  giving 
much  power  and  privilege  to  the 
nobles.  This  was  the  second  par¬ 
liament  in  Europe,  the  first  being 
the  English  Magna  Carta.  About 
a  hundred  different  kinds  of  silver 
obols  and  denars  were  minted 
under  Endre. 


★  * 

★ 

★ 

★ 


The  Mongol  Invasion 

During  the  reign  of  King  Bela 
IV  (1235-1270),  the  terrible  Mon¬ 
gol  hordes  invaded  Hungary.  Asia 
from  the  Chinese  Wall  was  under 
their  boots.  Nothing  could  seem 
to  stop  these  fast,  wild  horsemen. 
They  struck  like  lightning.  From 
Asia  they  swept  through  Russia 
and  Poland,  and  reached  the  Car¬ 
pathian  straits  leading  to  Hun¬ 
gary.  King  Bela  sent  his  couriers 
throughout  the  land  carrying  the 
bloody  swords  (symbol  of  national 
emergency)  and  ordered  the  popu¬ 
lace,  Lords  and  Bishops  to  gather 
with  their  “banderiums”  (private 
armies)  in  camp.  A  few  responded 
slowly.  The  king  sent  the  “Nador” 
(Palatine)  with  a  small  army  to 
the  Carpathian  straits  to  hold 
the  Mongol  invaders  until  the 
main  Hungarian  army  could  or¬ 
ganize.  The  Mongols  made  short 
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A  silver  Groschen  of  Charles  Robert. 


work  of  Nador’s  army.  It  was  cut 
down  and  Hungary  was  wide  open 
to  the  Mongol  hordes  whose  van¬ 
guards  soon  yyere  riding  near 
Pest.  The  two  armies  met  at  the 
plains  of  Mohi  in  Borsod  County: 
half  a  million  seasoned  wild  Mon¬ 
gols  and  about  60,000  untrained 
Hungarians.  The  outcome  was 
certain — the  battle  was  disastrous 
for  Hungary.  The  small  army 
was  annihilated  by  the  over¬ 
whelming  enemy  and  King  Bela 
barely  saved  his  life.  His  faith¬ 
ful  guards  sacrificed  themselves 
(most  were  cut  down),  but  the 
King  escaped.  A  large  part  of 
Hungary  was  laid  waste  by  the 
barbarians.  Like  locusts,  they  de¬ 
stroyed  everything  in  their  path, 
burning  cities  and  villages,  merci¬ 
lessly  murdering  the  inhabitants, 
including  the  children.  Their 
pleasure  was  to  kill,  pillage  and 
destroy.  Batu  Khan,  leader  of  the 
Mongol  army  and  destroyer  of 
Hungary,  aspired  to  the  throne. 
All  Mongols  returned  to  Asia  to 
elect  a  new  chief  Khan.  (They 
were  actually  democratic  in  this 
respect.)  As  they  left  Hungary, 
to  speed  up  their  travel  they 
slaughtered  all  their  prisoners. 
King  Bela,  however,  was  a  re¬ 
markable  organizer.  From  the 
ashes  he  built  a  new  country. 
Those  who  escaped  the  slaughter 
came  out  of  the  swamps  and  caves 


where  they  had  been  hiding  to 
start  a  new  life. 

King  Bela  minted  about  fifty 
different  varieties  of  obols  and 
denars. 

The  Arpad  House  died  out  with 
Endre  or  Andreas  III  in  1301, 
after  giving  Hungary  23  kings. 

Several  counter  kings  fought 
for  the  crown  of  St.  Stephen, 
among  them  the  Czech  Venczel 
(1301-1305)  and  the  German  Otto 
(1305-1307).  Only  a  few  rare 
denars  are  witnesses  of  their 
time. 

The  Anjou  (Italian)  House  was 
next.  Charles  Robert  (1307-1342) 
introduced  the  first  gold  coins  into 
Hungary.  They  were  patterned 
after  the  Italian  Florence  florin 
type.  He  also  minted  silver 
denars,  garas  (groschen)  and 
obols. 

His  son  Louis  I  (1342-1382) 
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Buying  &  Selling 
Coins  of  the 

PHILIPPINES 

We  are  buying  all  Choice  B.U.  and 
Proof  coins  of  the  Philippines— Larg¬ 
est  stock  in  the  Country. 

B.U.  Rizal  sets  (Peso  &  50<)  3.50  ea. 

B.U.  Rizal  Pesos  2.75  ea. 

B.U.  MacArthur  Sets  (2  coins)  5.50  ea. 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 

ALDO  P.  BASSO 

132  W.  25th  Ave. 

San  Mateo,  Calif.  94403 
ANA  RCDA 


We  ore  distributors  of  Coin 
&  Stamp  supplies  featur¬ 
ing  the  complete  WHIT¬ 
MAN  Line. 

CHARLTON 
COIN  &  STAMP 
COMPANY  LIMITED 

J.  E.  &  M.  CHARLTON 

49  Queen  St.  E. 
Toronto  1,  Canada 

Established  1949 


A  Gulden  of  Louis  I  showing  a  coat  of 
arms  and  St.  Ladislas.  This  style  wras  fol¬ 
lowed  for  years  on  Hungarian  gold  coins. 


was  one  of  the  great  Hungarian 
kings.  Under  him  the  Hungarian 
Empire  reached  its  peak.  Three 
seas  washed  its  shores,  the  Baltic, 
the  Black,  and  the  Adriatic.  His¬ 
torians  call  him  “Great.”  He 
issued  gold  forints  and  silver 
garas,  denars  and  obols. 

His  widow  Maria  ruled  for  five 
years  (1382-1387).  She  also 
minted  gold  forints,  silver  denars 
and  obols. 

For  a  while  Hungary  had  no 
other  outstanding  kings.  There 
were  civil  wars,  and  a  great 
power,  the  Ottoman  Turk,  was 
threatening  Europe,  wiping  out 
the  Byzantine  Empire,  capturing 
its  capitol  Constantinople. 

While  the  Hungarian  lords  were 
quarreling  among  themselves,  an 
outstanding  patriot,  Hunyadi 
Janos,  was  defending  the  country 
against  the  Turkish  hordes  (1446- 
1453).  They  invaded  Hungary 
several  times  and  Hunyadi  not 
only  repulsed  them,  but  led  his 
army  into  the  conquered  Balkan 
countries,  attacking  the  Turks  on 
their  own  ground ;  the  pages  of 
history  are  full  of  his  heroic 
deeds.  Governor  Hunyadi  minted 
2  gold  forints  and  some  silver 
obols  and  denars. 

His  son  Mathias  Corvinus  Hun¬ 
yadi,  whom  the  common  people 
called  “The  Just,”  was  crowned 
with  St.  Stephen’s  crown  in  1458. 
He  ruled  from  1458  to  1490;  died 
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two  years  before  the  New  World 
was  discovered.  He  was  a  power¬ 
ful  king,  and  with  the  first  or¬ 
ganized  army  in  Europe  (unlike 
the  hodge-podge  armies  who  had 
rushed  to  the  colors  when  the 
bloody  sword  was  carried  though- 
out  the  country)  fought  the  Turks 
to  a  standstill.  He  conquered 
Vienna,  capitol  of  Austria,  where 
he  died.  He  was  also  an  enlight¬ 
ened  king  who  dared  to  defy  the 
Pope  (whose  wishes  were  law  in 
those  days),  and  patron  of  the 
arts;  during  his  reign  his  capitol 
Buda  was  the  mecca  of  Western 
scientists,  artists  and  learned 
men.  He  spent  S3, 000  gold  forints 
annually  on  his  library  alone, 
which  was  the  largest  and  most 
expensive  of  those  days,  contain¬ 
ing  over  50,000  volumes.  His 
castle  was  adorned  by  hundreds 
of  statues.  The  Hungarian  king¬ 
dom  declined  after  his  death,  be¬ 
cause  of  weak  rulers,  so  the 
inevitable  happened:  the  Turks 
conquered  Hungary  and  this 
great  library  was  destroyed,  to 
the  detriment  of  mankind.  Only  a 
few  volumes  survived,  and,  if  our 
recollection  is  correct,  a  few  years 
ago,  three  pages  from  one  of 
these  Corvinas  were  sold  in  a 
New  York  auction  for  $50,000. 
As  king,  Mathias  traveled  in¬ 
cognito  in  his  dominions,  listening 
to  the  complaints  of  his  subjects, 
rendering  swift  and  just  judg¬ 
ments.  The  common  people 
mourned  him  saying,  “King 
Mathias  is  dead  and  justice  died 
with  him.”  . 

The  first  printed  book  in  Hun¬ 
gary  appeared  during  this  time. 
Mathias  founded  the  University 
of  Pozsony  (now  the  capital  of 
Slovakia,  renamed  Bratislawa). 
In  Buda,  the  capitol  of  Hungary, 
he  erected  a  very  large  building 
where  40,000  students  studied. 


One  wing  was  reserved  for  a  hos¬ 
pital  (unheard  of  in  those  days), 
and  for  doctors,  medicine,  etc.  Too 
bad  he  could  not  have  lived  longer. 
His  coinage  was  immense,  con¬ 
sisting  of  2,  1  (many  varieties) 
and  %  gold  forints  (very  rare), 
silver  garas,  denars  and  obols. 

Mathias  had  hardly  closed  his 
eyes  when  the  powerful  lords, 
who  had  never  liked  him,  invited 
a  Czech  king,  Wladislaus  II 
(1490-1516),  to  the  throne.  He 
was  a  weakling  (the  reason  he 
was  chosen  by  the  lords).  He 
enjoyed  eating  and  while  he  was 
stuffing  himself,  the  lords  shoved 
state  documents  under  his  nose  to 
sign,  which  documents  he  signed 
without  reading,  saying  in 
Czech,  “Dobzse-Dobzse”  (good- 
good),  and  so  to  this  day  the 
nickname  Dobzse  Laci  has  stuck 
to  him.  The  lords  were  quarreling 
among  themselves,  each  trying  to 
seize  more  power  and  to  further 
his  selfish  interests,  caring  noth¬ 
ing  for  the  welfare  of  the  country 
or  its  people.  The  national  treas¬ 
ury  was  empty;  the  well  organ¬ 
ized  “Fekete  Sereg”  (Black 
Army)  was  unpaid.  It  disbanded, 
leaving  the  country  wide  open  to 
the  Ottoman  invasion. 

Wladislaus  minted  the  first 
taler  size  Hungarian  coins,  as 
well  as  5-2-1  and  gold  forints. 


SUBSCRIPTION  NOTICE 

Subscription  orders  must  reach 
this  office  before  the  10th  of 
August  in  order  to  have  the  sub¬ 
scription  begin  with  the  Septem¬ 
ber  issue  of  the  Journal.  Subscrip¬ 
tions  received  after  the  10th  of 
August  will  begin  with  the  Octo¬ 
ber  issue.  Back  issues  of  the 
Journal  are  not  available.  Sub¬ 
scriptions  will  not  begin  with  the 
previous  month’s  issue. 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  AUGUST.  1965 


PAGE  571 


Wladislaus  was  followed  by 
Louis  II  “The  Boy  King1”  (1508- 
1526).  The  young  king  could  not 
enforce  his  authority  on  the  lords, 
who  were  seizing  more  and  more 
power.  There  was  much  intrigue 
in  the  court  and  the  country  was 
falling  apart.  An  ambitious  Pri¬ 
mate,  Bakacs  Tamas,  brought 
back  with  him  a  Papal  Bull  from 
Rome  requesting  the  Christians 
to  organize  a  Crusader  army  and 
giving  all  warriors  forgiveness 
and  eternal  joy  in  heaven  if  they 
would  take  up  arms  against  the 
pagan  Turks.  Although  Hungary 
had  a  three  year  peace  treaty 
with  Sultan  Soleiman,  this  un¬ 
scrupulous  Primate  thought  that 
with  the  aid  of  the  lords,  a  war 
with  the  Turks  would  get  rid  of 
some  of  the  restless  serfs  (read 
the  terms  of  the  Papal  Bull  of 
Easter  Day,  1514,  in  Buda).  King 
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Louis  was  against  breaking  the 
treaty,  but  the  powerful  lords 
thought  that  by  letting  the  peas¬ 
ants  fight  the  Turks,  they  could 
seize  more  power. 

The  populace  flocked  to  the 
colors  by  tens  of  thousands.  They 
had  nothing  to  lose  and  every¬ 
thing  to  gain.  They  were  kept  in 
near  slavery,  paid  taxes,  but  had 
no  rights  whatsoever.  A  warrior 
of  the  common  nobles  by  the  name 
of  Dozsa  Gyorgy  was  appointed 
chief  of  the  unorganized  army; 
Primate  Bakacs  himself  gave  him 
the  white  flag  with  the  red  cross. 

The  lords  realized  their  mistake, 
that  they  had  let  the  ghost  out  of 
the  Pandora  box.  They  tried  to 
force  the  serfs  back  to  their  vil¬ 
lages  to  work  the  abandoned  land. 
The  peasants  refused,  turning 
against  their  lords  and  burning 
their  estates.  Century  old  bitter¬ 
ness,  grievances  for  oppression, 
broke  loose.  Hungarian  fought 
Hungarian,  and  for  a  while  this 
conglomerate  peasant  army  was 
victorious.  Finally  John  Zapolya, 
Prince  of  Transylvania,  who  se¬ 
cretly  aspired  to  the  Hungarian 
throne,  won  a  decisive  battle 
and  captured  the  leader,  Dozsa 
Gyorgy,  his  brother,  and  40  of  his 
lieutenants.  He  had  Dozsa’s 
brother  beheaded  and  starved  his 
lieutenants  for  fourteen  days. 
Thirty  of  them  died  of  starvation. 
Dozsa  himself  was  set  upon  a  red 
hot  iron  throne  and  crowned  with 
a  burning  hot  iron  crown  as  King 
of  the  Peasants  (paraszt  kiraly). 
His  starved  lieutenants  were  made 
to  bite  into  him  and  eat  his  flesh 
while  he  was  burning.  Dozsa  was 
still  conscious  and  said,  “I 
thought  that  I  raised  soldiers, 
but  now  I  see  they  are  only  dogs.” 
This  martyr  died  and  the  revolu¬ 
tion  was  suppressed  with  brutal- 
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ity,  but  the  lords  and  the  country 
paid  dearly  within  a  few  years. 
The  lords  made  severe  laws  tying 
the  peasants  to  the  land.  Of  these 
chains  they  were  liberated  three 
centuries  later  by  Louis  Kossuth 
(1848-1849  revolution).  We  will 
see  shortly  the  result  of  this  ter¬ 
rible  vengeance. 

The  Turkish  Sultan  was  angry 
because  the  peace  treaty  had  been 
broken,  so  in  1526  Sultan  Solei- 
man  “The  Magnificent”  declared, 
“there  is  only  one  Lord  in  Heaven 
and  that  is  Allah,  there  shall  be 
only  one  Lord  on  the  Earth  and 
that  is  I.”  He  invaded  Hungary 
with  a  mighty  army  of  300,000 
men  and  300  cannons. 

King  Louis  II  summoned  his 
Lords  and  Bishops  to  the  colors, 
but  the  lords  responded  slowly; 
actually  some  of  them  wished  that 
the  Turks  would  give  the  weak 
young  king  a  lesson.  The  serfs 
were  indifferent — this  was  not 
their  war;  it  did  not  make  any 
difference  to  them  whether  the 
Hungarian  lords  or  the  pagan 
Turks  were  extorting  them.  While 
a  short  time  ago  they  had  flocked 
to  Dozsa’s  colors,  they  now  re¬ 
fused  to  serve.  Only  a  handful  of 
lords  and  bishops  answered  the 
call  with  their  banderiums.  As  a 
result  the  whole  Hungarian  army 
comprised  only  27,000  men.  Tran¬ 
sylvanian  Prince  John  Zapolya, 
who  had  subdued  the  serfs  a  few 
years  before,  was  only  a  few  miles 
away  with  an  army  of  40,000  men 
but  did  not  lift  his  little  finger  to 
help  his  king.  This  day  of  August 
in  1526,  on  which  the  battle  of 
Mohacs  (called  “Hungary’s  Ceme¬ 
tery”)  was  fought,  was  a  tragic 
day  for  Hungary.  When  at  first 
the  brave  Hungarians  pushed  the 
Turkish  army  back,  they  might 
have  turned  the  tide  of  fortune  if 
Zapolya’s  army  had  counter  at¬ 


tacked.  As  it  was,  when  the  Hun¬ 
garian  cavalry  reached  the  300 
Turkish  cannons,  it  was  mowed 
down  by  deadly  fire,  the  troops 
became  disorganized  and  started 
to  retreat  in  disorder.  Everybody 
was  trying  to  save  his  own  life, 
but  the  Turkish  spahis  cut  them 
down.  This  was  one  of  the  darkest 
days  of  Hungary:  on  the  battle¬ 
field  of  Mohacs,  the  flower  of 
Hungary  was  slaughtered.  It  was 
also  the  start  of  Turkish  rule  in 
the  central  part  of  Hungary  which 
lasted  for  150  years. 

The  largest  gold  coin  of  this 
king  was  a  three  forint  piece 
1519.  He  also  issued  two  forint 
coin  1520,  and  many  gold  forints 
with  different  mint  marks.  His 
silver  coins  were  the  garas, 
denars  and  obols. 

(To  be  continued) 
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One  Cater  Autonomous 
Coinage  of  Afghanistan 

by  Charles  K.  Punish 


When  a  modern  mint  was  con¬ 
structed  in  Kabul  in  1890  and 
1891,  a  national  coinage  was 
established  for  Afghanistan.  The 
first  machine-struck  rupees  and 
halves  were  issued  early  in  1892 
bearing  the  Hegira  date  AH  1308 
(AD  1890/1).  Machine-struck 
copper  coins  were  issued  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  bearing  the  date  AH 
1309.  Before  the  advent  of  the 
new  mint,  hand-made  silver  coins 
were  issued  from  three  State 
mints  at  Kabul,  Kandahar  and 
Herat;  and  copper  coins  were 
issued  from  private  mints  in  the 
same  cities  by  “shroffs”  or  money 
dealers.  At  this  time,  the  issu¬ 
ance  of  copper  coins  in  Persia 
and  in  areas  under  Persian  in¬ 
fluence  was  not  exclusively  a 
State  monopoly;  and  most  copper 
issues  (the  so-called  “autono¬ 
mous”  coinage)  were  minted  by 
the  shroffs  under  a  “firman”  or 
State  license  which  was  generally 
issued  for  a  period  of  one  year 
usually  as  a  result  of  competitive 
bidding.  The  shroffs  realized  a 
profit  by  using  in  the  coins  less 
copper  than  the  commodity  price 
of  the  metal.  In  addition,  the  de¬ 
sign  of  the  coins  was  generally 
changed  each  year;  and  the  older 
coinage  (as  in  India)  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  shroffs  at  a  discount 
below  face  value,  the  amount  of 


the  discount  varying  with  locality 
and  the  age  of  the  coin. 

The  last  hand-made  Afghan 
silver  coins  (dated  AH  1307) 
were  issued  from  the  State  mint 
at  Kabul  in  1891.  The  State  mints 
at  Kandahar  and  Herat  were 
closed  about  this  time,  the  last 
issues  being  dated  AH  1306  (AD 
1888/89)  and  AH  1307  (AD 
1889/90)  respectively. 

The  new  mint  at  Kabul  initially 
had  a  production  capacity  of 
35,000  coins  per  day,  and  this  out¬ 
put  was  expanded  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  year  of  operation  (1893)  to 
180,000  pieces  per  day.  Despite 
this,  the  mint  capacity  was  not 
equal  to  the  demand  for  specie; 
and  since  the  mint  devoted  its  pri¬ 
mary  effort  to  the  production  of 
rupees  and  fractional  silver,  a 
serious  shortage  in  copper  coins 
slowly  developed  over  a  period 
of  years.  During  the  reign  of 
Amir  Abdur  Rahman  (AD  1880- 
1901)  scant  heed  was  paid  to  this 
shortage;  but  on  the  accession  of 
his  successor,  Amir  Habibullah 
Khan  (AD  1901-1919),  relief  was 
provided  by  permitting  the 
shroffs  to  re-establish  their  mints 
at  Kandahar  and  Herat  for  the 
striking  of  small  denomination 
coppers.  These  coins  were  essen¬ 
tially  private  tokens,  but  were 
legal  tender  by  virtue  of  State 
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sanction  for  all  private,  but  not 
public,  debts.  The  dies  were  poor¬ 
ly  cut  and  the  coins  crudely  hand- 
struck,  frequently  with  dies 
larger  than  the  flans  so  that  the 
inscriptions  generally  cannot  be 
read  in  their  entirety.  These  coins 
adhered  to  no  particular  weight 
standard  and  were  frequently 
overstruck  on  other  (foreign) 
coins.  As  a  group,  however,  their 
designs  were  sufficiently  uniform 
to  infer  that  this  feature,  at  least, 
was  prescribed  by  the  State. 

Almost  all  autonomous  coins 
depict  on  the  obverse  some  form 
of  the  national  crest  of  Afghan¬ 
istan,  a  mihrab  and  mimbar  (that 
is,  the  altar  niche  of  a  mosque 
and  pulpit)  flanked  with  flags, 
all  in  a  sunburst.  This  symbol  is 
frequently  described  in  our  publi¬ 
cations  as  a  durbar  hall ,  or  audi¬ 
ence  chamber  of  a  royal  palace, 
which  it  is  not. 

The  reverses  of  the  earlier 
coins  issued  during  Habibullah’s 
reign  show  the  place  of  mintage. 
The  later  coins,  issued  during 
Amanullah’s  reign,  show  the 
name  of  the  sovereign,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  a  change  in  law.  Gen¬ 
erally  the  date  of  issue  is  given, 
and  occasionally  the  value,  but 
the  location  of  these  data  is  not 


uniform  and  was  not  apparently 
prescribed.  The  careless  striking 
of  these  coins,  moreover,  makes 
it  difficult  to  read  either  the  com¬ 
plete  date  or  the  value  when 
given,  thus  rendering  a  complete 
attribution  most  uncertain. 

The  coins  appear  to  fall  into 
three  categories: 

a.  Class  I  Coins  issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Amir  Habibulla 
Khan,  with  Hegira  dates  about 
AH  1321  to  1332  (AD  1903-1914) 
from  a  mint  in  Herat. 

b.  Class  II  Similar  coins  with 
similar  dates  issued  from  a  mint 
in  Kandahar. 

c.  Class  III  Coins  issued  dur¬ 
ing  the  reign  of  Amir  Amanullah 
Khan  (AD  1919-1929)  with  solar 
dates  S.H.  1298  and  1299  (AD 
1920-1921),  without  mint  name, 
but  probably  issued  from  Kabul. 

No  mint  records  are  available 
for  any  Afghan  coins  of  this  pe¬ 
riod;  the  coins  themselves  as 
found  in  circulation  must  be  the 
only  source  of  data.  All  are  of 
bronze  and  all  are  inscribed  in 
Persian,  then  the  official  language 
of  Afghanistan.  The  following  list 
of  coins  is  limited  to  the  autono¬ 
mous  issues,  and  does  not  include 
the  State  copper  issues  of  the 
Kabul  mint. 


Class  I— HERAT  MINT 


1.  1-paisa  AH  1322  (AD  1904/4) 

Obv:  Mosque,  date  below,  all  in  circle  with  scroll  around. 

Rev:  “Zarb  dar-ul-nasrat  Herat”  (Struck  at  Herat,  seat  of 
victory) . 
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3.  1-paisa  AH  13XX. 

Obv:  Mosque,  date  below,  all  in  plain  circle. 

Rev:  “Zarb  Herat”  (Struck  at  Herat),  floral  wreath  above,  all 
in  double  circle  with  radial  lines  between. 


4.  1-paisa  AH — 

Obv:  Mosque,  crossed  cannon  below,  all  in  circular  sun-burst. 
Rev:  “Zarb  Herat”  (Struck  at  Herat)  with  stylized  flower 
above. 


5.  2-paisa  AH  1329  (AD  1911) 

Obv:  Mosque;  “Du  Paisa  1329”  below,  all  in  plain  circle. 
Rev:  “Zarb  Herat”  (Struck  at  Herat),  all  in  plain  circle. 
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6.  2-paisa  AH  1329  (AD  1911) 

Obv:  As  above. 

Rev:  As  above,  but  different  spelling  of  “Herat. ” 


7.  1-paisa  AH  1330  (AD  1912) 

Obv:  Mosque,  date  below,  all  in  circular  sun-burst. 

Rev:  “Zarb  Herat”  (Struck  at  Herat) ,  all  in  circular  sun-burst. 


8.  1-paisa  AH  1331  (AD  1913) 

As  above,  but  letters  differently  arranged. 


9.  1-paisa  AH  1332  (AD  1914) 

As  above,  but  another  arrangement. 


Class  II— KANDAHAR  MINT 


1. 


1-paisa  AH  1321  (AD  1903/4)  overstruck  on  a  50-dinar  coin  of 
Persia  (Y.4) 
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Obv:  Mosque;  below  “Yek  paisa”  (one  paisa),  all  in  circle: 
Rev:  “Zarb  Qandahar  1321”  all  in  plain  circle. 


2.  1-paisa  AH  1322  (AD  1904/5) 


as  above  but  change  in  date. 


3.  1-paisa  AH  1322.  As  above,  but  overstruck  on  a  14  anna  of  Muscat 
and  Oman  (Y-3). 


4.  1-paisa  AH  1322.  As  above,  but  overstruck  on  a  14  anna  of  the 
British  East  India  Co.  ( Whitman  Numismatic  Journal, 
May  1965,  p.  299.) 


5.  1-paisa  AH  1322.  As  above,  but  coarser  fabric  and  smaller  flan. 
Struck  over  on  Afghan  dump  coin. 
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6.  1-paisa  AH  1333  (AD  1914/5).  For  illustration  see  CW-10. 
Obv:  Mosque,  crossed  cannon  below. 

Rev:  “Zarb  Qandahar  1333.” 


Class  III— MINTLESS  (KABUL  ?) 


1.  1-paisa,  S.H.  1298  (AD  1920). 

Obv:  Mosque  in  circular  sun-burst. 

Rev:  “Yek  paisa”  (one  paisa),  date  below,  all  in  plain  circle, 
with  second  circle  of  dots  outside. 


2.  1-paisa,  S.H.  1298  (AD  1920). 

Obv:  As  above,  but  crossed  cannon  below  mosque. 
Rev:  As  above,  but  numeral  “3”  above  “one  paisa.” 


3.  1-paisa,  S.H. 1299  (AD  1921).  As  No.  2,  but  change  in  date. 
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4.  5-paisa,  S.H.  1298;  AH  1338  (AD  1920)  (for  illustration  see  c.w. 
30) 

Obv:  Mosque,  “5  paisa”  below,  all  in  double  circle  and  sun¬ 
burst. 

Rev:  “Yek  shahi”  (One  shahi  =  5  paisa),  Hegira  date  above, 
solar  date  below,  all  in  double  circle  and  sun-burst. 


5.  5-paisa,  S.H.  1299,  AH  1339  (AD  1921).  As  No.  4  above,  but 
change  in  date. 


6.  1-paisa,  S.H.  1299  (AD  1920). 

Obv:  Mosque,  crossed  cannon  below,  all  in  circular  sun-burst. 
Rev:  “Amir  Amanullah,”  date  below,  all  in  wreath. 


7.  5-paisa,  S.H.  1299  (AD  1920). 

Obv:  Mosque,  “Panj  paisa”  (five  paisa)  below,  all  in  a  circular 
sun-burst. 

Rev:  “Amir  Amanullah,”  date  below,  all  in  plain  circle  with  9 
stars  around. 
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The  Billon  Sous 
Marques  of  Canada 

by  Walter  llreen 


In  all  the  attention  recently  given  to  varieties  of  Canadian  decimal 
and  pre-decimal  coins  and  tokens,  one  series  has  been  conspicuously 
absent,  nothing  specifically  devoted  to  it  having  appeared  within  the 
last  forty  years.  This  series  is  the  Sous  and  Half-Sous  Marques  (prop¬ 
erly  Double-Sols  and  Sols),  dated  1738  to  1764,  Breton  508  and  509. 
What  is  worse,  the  little  that  had  been  published  on  these  coins  during 
the  preceding  century  was  marked  more  by  confusion  and  ignorance 
than  by  knowledge.  Some  supposed  authorities  claimed  the  coins  for 
Canada  alone,  others  as  for  French  colonies  in  general,  still  others  as 
for  French  domestic  circulation.  A  few  stupidly  say  that  only  the  date 
1738  is  relevant  to  Canada,  despite  documentary  evidence  of  official 
shipments  of  large  quantities  of  these  pieces  in  the  1750’s!  Almost 
everyone  who  has  written  anything  about  the  coins  has  quoted  different 
exchange  rates  for  them.  Most  conspicuously  of  all,  nobody  seems  ever 
to  have  attempted  a  complete  catalogue  of  known  dates  and  mint- 
marks.  Some  references  say  that  Sous  Marques  were  struck  from 
1738  to  about  1760,  others  through  1764,  still  others  through  1789. 
The  dates  on  the  coins  run  only  through  1764,  and  the  mention  of 
1789  suggests  that  someone  has  confused  them  with  the  so-called 
“stampees”  or  “sols  tampes,”  properly  Sous  Etampees,  manufactured 
by  overstriking  Sous  Marques  officially  with  crowned  C  for  use  in  the 
West  Indies. 

Because  I  had  to  catalogue  a  large  collection  of  Sous  Marques  for 
New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.’s  59th  auction,  I  found  it  necessary  to  con¬ 
sult  every  available  reference  on  the  series  in  order  to  gain  some 
understanding  of  relative  rarity  and  other  relevant  data.  The  available 
references  did  not  help  much,  so  I  had  to  go  to  ANS  and  look  through 
every  book  and  catalogue  in  the  Society’s  library  having  to  do  with 
French  or  French  Colonial  coins  of  the  period  during  which  Sous 
Marques  had  been  struck.  I  also  found  it  necessary  to  obtain  inven¬ 
tories  of  several  of  the  most  important  collections  of  Sous  Marques, 
the  largest  of  these  being  the  W.  B.  Tennant  collection,  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  and  the  J.  W.  H.  Miner  collection.  I  herewith 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  the  cooperation  of  the  various  collectors 
and  dealers  who  have  replied  to  my  requests  for  information  on  this 
series,  and  in  particular  I  acknowledge  the  help  of  Jean  Mazard, 
Fred  Bowman,  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb. 

The  results  herein  presented,  though  preliminary,  will  at  least  place 
the  Sous  Marques  series  into  proper  perspective  in  the  history  of 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL.  AUGUST.  1965 


PAGE  581 


Canada  and  French  Colonies  in  America — in  which  these  coins  bulked 
large  for  many  decades.  I  hope  they  will  render  understandable  what 
may  seem  an  extremely  confusing  diversity  of  varieties. 

Description  and  Nomenclature 

The  coins  herein  referred  to  are  of  two  sizes  and  a  single  type.  The 
larger  size  will  be  uniformly  called  the  Sou  Marque,  the  smaller  the 
Half  Sou  Marque. 

Description  of  the  type  follows,  largely  for  clarification. 

Obv.  Crowned  large  roman  L  between  two  fleurs-de-lis  and  above  a 
third.  Legend,  LUD*  XV*  D*G*  FR*  (mintmaster’s  different)  ET 
NAV*  REX*  in  letters  larger  or  smaller  on  coins  of  various  mints. 
(This  translates  out,  of  course,  to  Louis  XV  by  the  Grace  of  God  King 
of  France  and  Navarre.)  Crown,  L,  fleurs-de-lis,  and  individual  letters 
as  well  as  the  different  are  all  separately  punched.  Legend  begins  at 
1:00.  Border  of  radial  dentilations.  On  narrow  planchets  this  border 
may  appear  as  rounded  or  pointed  sawteeth  or  even  be  weak  or  missing. 

Rev.  Script  L,  leaved  and  crossed  with  a  branch,  giving  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  two  L’s  enlaced,  the  whole  crowned.  (Thus  Berry,  1853,  de¬ 
scribes  the  device  as  (‘deux  L  feuilles,  affrontes  et  entrelaces" — though 
there  is  no  bottom  stroke  for  the  supposed  second  or  leftwards  L.) 
Legend,  SIT  NOM*  DOM*  (mintmark)  BENEDICTUM  (chief  en¬ 
graver’s  different)  (date,  varying  from  1738  to  1764).  This  translates 
as  Blessed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord.  Legend  begins  at  1:00.  Border 
as  on  obv. 

The  different  referred  to  on  obv.  and  rev.  is  a  heraldic  symbol, 
enabling  one  to  identify  a  French  coin  as  of  a  given  mint  and  period 
even  should  its  date  have  been  worn  off.  A  different  is  equivalent  to  the 
mintmaster’s  or  engraver’s  initials.  Presence  of  the  wrong  different 
for  mintmaster  or  engraver  is  a  clue  to  the  coin’s  being  either  a  re¬ 
strike  or  a  counterfeit. 

Sou  and  Half  Sou  come  only  in  billon,  originally  silvered.  Worn 
specimens  may  show  only  traces  of  original  silvering  or  none  at  all ; 
discolored  specimens  may  look  like  brass  or  copper,  but  the  silvering 
was  prescribed  by  the  authorizing  edict  and  is  present  on  all  genuine 
specimens  well  enough  preserved  to  show  it.  Edge  is  plain,  except  on 
a  piefort  (Hoffmann  69)  later  described.  Copper  sous  are  occasionally 
reported.  Save  for  a  single  doubtful  exception  (a  trialpiece?) ,  these 
have  proved  to  be  either  manifest  counterfeits  or  discolored  billon 
pieces. 

Counterfeit  Sous  are  fairly  frequent,  and  they  are  identifiable  by 
crudity  of  workmanship,  light  weight  (though  occasional  heavy  ones 
are  found),  wrong  metal  (generally  copper),  or  wrong  or  missing 
differents.  Occasional  blunders  are  found  in  legends;  these  are  also 
grounds  for  suspecting  a  piece  to  be  counterfeit.  In  the  catalogue 
section  of  this  study  I  describe  the  counterfeits  I  have  seen,  side  by 
side  with  the  genuine;  others  doubtless  exist.  These  counterfeits  were 
evidently  of  the  period  of  the  genuine  Sous,  and  they  were  made  to 
circulate  as  money,  not  to  sell  to  collectors,  as  the  genuine  coins  were 
of  such  low  value  as  numismatic  items  as  to  make  unlikely  the  fabrica¬ 
tion  of  imitations  for  collectors. 
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The  Sou  Marque,  or  Double  Sol,  is  of  size  14  (ca.  22.5  mm). 
Standard  weight  is  112  to  the  marc,  according  to  the  original  edict; 
as  the  marc  corresponded  to  244.8  grams,  the  Sou  was  intended  to 
weigh  1/112  of  that  amount  or  2.185  grams  =  33.5  grains.  Lighter 
pieces  are  common,  but  any  Sou  of  normal  size  weighing  less  than  26 
grains  is  suspect.  A  few  heavier  ones  also  exist,  the  heaviest  seen  being 
a  1755  A  (Paris)  Sou  weighing  41  ^  grains;  its  workmanship  is 
suspicious. 

References:  Berry  10;  Breton  508;  Charlton  5;  Ciani  2138;  Con- 
brouse  282;  Hoffmann  68;  Meyer  3609;  Rolland  867;  V.G.  19;  Zay, 
pp.  66-67. 

A  unique  (?)  piefort  with  reeded  edge  is  reported:  Hoffmann  69, 
Ciani  2139.  Date  and  mintmark  unmentioned;  the  description  in  Ciani 
is  copied  from  Hoffmann,  where  it  was  ascribed  to  the  Penchaud  collec¬ 
tion.  Jean  Mazard  tells  me  that  this  piefort  is  1738  A  (Paris).  I  have 
not  seen  the  piece,  nor  located  any  record  of  sale,  though  to  be  sure 
I  have  had  neither  time  nor  facilities  to  check  every  lot  in  every  for¬ 
eign  auction  sale  within  the  last  century  or  so — even  if  such  a  piece 
would  have  been  thought  worth  detailed  description.  No  other  pieforts, 
essais,  restrikes,  off-metal  pieces  or  other  special  strikings  are  known 
to  Mazard  or  otherwise  reported. 

The  Half  Sou  Marque,  or  Demi-Sou,  or  Sol  de  12  Deniers,  is  of  size 
10^-11  (ca.  16-17  mm).  Standard  weight  is  half  that  of  the  larger 
piece,  therefore  1.093  grams,  or  16.7  grains.  Lighter  pieces  are  known, 
but  to  date  no  heavier  ones  and  no  counterfeits.  Mintmarks  and 
diff events  are  as  in  the  Sous.  Fewer  mints  struck  Half  Sous,  and  most 
of  these  coins  are  dated  1740;  other  dates  are  very  seldom  encoun¬ 
tered. 

References:  Berry  11;  Breton  509;  Charlton  6;  Ciani  2140;  Con- 
brouse  283;  Hoffmann  70;  Meyer  3610;  V.G.  20;  Zay,  p.  66. 

Specimens  of  the  Sou  are  sometimes  found  with  a  dot  below  the 
letter  D  in  LUD.  (This  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  period  after  D, 
which  comes  on  all  genuine  ones.)  Ciani,  p.  461,  provides  the  explana¬ 
tion:  this  is  a  privy-mark  distinguishing  the  mintage  of  the  second 
semestre  or  half-year  from  any  given  mint,  though  so  far  I  have  seen 
this  mark  only  on  Paris  coins  and  not  on  many  of  those.  I  do  not 
know  as  yet  if  all  second -semestre  coins  are  rarer  than  firsts  (those 
lacking  the  dot  below  D)  ;  that  will  have  to  be  ascertained  by  examin¬ 
ing  quantities  of  these  pieces  over  the  next  few  years,  a  task  possibly 
of  considerable  difficulty  owing  to  the  rarity  of  fine  specimens.  The 
French  government  is  responsible  for  this  state  of  affairs,  as  will 
be  seen  below;  Sous  Marques  were  recalled  and  countermarked  offi¬ 
cially  until.no  more  quantities  were  available  for  this  purpose.  This 
same  scarcity  may  make  difficult  the  ascertaining  of  correct  rela¬ 
tive  rarity  ratings  for  known  dates  and  mints. 

Historical  Background  of  the  Sous  Marques 

Early  efforts  of  the  French  royal  authorities  to  provide  a  circulating 
medium  for  Canada  were  failures.  France,  like  England  and  most 
other  colonizing  nations  of  the  period,  accepted  the  mercantile  theory 
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of  trade,  according  to  which  a  country’s  overseas  colonies  were  to 
remain  entirely  dependent  on  the  home  government,  having  minimal 
autonomy.  Colonies,  by  this  theory,  were  required  to  export  as  much 
as  possible  to  the  home  country,  over  and  above  what  little  they  re¬ 
quired  to  remain  self-sustaining.  If  permitted  a  local  currency,  it  was 
to  be  of  such  character  as  not  to  circulate  in  the  home  country  or  any¬ 
where  else;  the  intent  was  to  discourage  imports  and — as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible — to  preserve  the  precious  metals  in  the  home  country.  Wealth, 
under  this  policy,  was  identified  almost  entirely  with  gold  and  silver. 
Colonies  were,  in  effect,  estates  personally  owned  by  the  king,  and 
their  products  were  a  source  of  public  revenue  for  the  home  country; 
colonists  were  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  a  government 
in  whose  operation  they  had  no  voice.  Applied  to  Canada,  this  theory 
made  that  enormous  area  a  personal  herd  of  white  elephants  for  Louis 
XIV  and  Louis  XV,  contributing  heavily  to  charges  of  extravagance 
leveled  at  the  royal  government,  and  ultimately  to  popular  dissatis¬ 
faction  with  the  Ancien  Regime. 

And  when,  in  1670,  Louis  XIV  consented  to  authorize  a  distinctive 
currency  for  Canada  and  other  New  World  colonies,  he  found  the 
experiment  a  failure — as  did  his  successors.  The  GLORIAM  REGNI 
pieces  of  15  and  5  Sols,  struck  to  the  extent  of  40,000  of  the  former 
and  200,000  of  the  latter  (Breton  501-2;  Hoffmann  100;  Zay,  p.  41), 
pursuant  to  the  Royal  Declaration  of  Feb.  19,  1670,  were  the  only  ones 
apparently  struck  from  a  much  larger  authorized  mintage;  the  louis 
d’argents  of  3  livres  seem  never  to  have  been  issued,  and  the  copper 
doubles  supposed  to  have  been  struck  at  Nantes  (like  the  unique  Paris 
essai  of  1670,  Breton  503,  but  bearing  mintmark  T)  seem  never  to 
have  been  coined  at  all.  A  small  quantity  of  15  and  5  Sol  pieces  went 
to  Canada,  but  the  habitants  hoarded  them,  continuing  to  use  the 
barter  methods  with  which  they  had  grown  up.  Ignorant  of  Gresham’s 
law,  the  Conseil  d’Etat  issued  an  arret  of  Nov.  18,  1672  raising  the 
value  of  these  pieces  to  20  sols  and  6  sols  8  deniers  respectively;  but 
this  change  had,  as  one  might  expect,  no  effect  whatever.  Another 
arret,  Dec.  2,  1680,  restored  the  coins  to  their  original  values;  and 
still  these  pieces  did  not  circulate  in  Canada.  Presumably  they  even¬ 
tually  found  their  way  back  to  Canadian  or  French  melting  pots.  I 
shall  not  go  into  further  detail  here  about  the  GLORIAM  REGNI 
pieces,  as  they  would  require  a  fairly  long  study  in  themselves. 

However,  before  proceeding  further,  let  me  give  a  brief  outline 
of  the  relevant  parts  of  French  monetary  units. 

1  ecu  (heavy  dollar-size  silver  coin)  =  10  livres,  or  200  sols. 

1  livre  =  20  sols 

1  sol  =  12  deniers,  sometimes  reduced  to  9,  earlier  as  high  as  15,  but 
tending  always  to  return  to  its  norm  of  12. 

The  term  “marc,”  found  repeatedly  in  Zay,  Shortt,  and  other  writers, 
had  two  meanings.  Applied  to  gold  coin,  the  name  “marc”  meant  a 
piece  equivalent  to  10  ecus,  or  100  livres.  Applied  to  silver  or  base  coin, 
the  name  “marc”  referred  only  to  a  weight,  corresponding  to  244.8 
grams.  The  edict  of  June  1721  authorized  coinage  for  the  New  World 
colonies  to  consist  of  coppers  struck  at  20,  40  and  80  to  the  marc,  and 
the  edict  of  October  1738  called  for  Double  Sols  or  Sous  Marques  to  be 
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coined  at  112  to  the  marc.  Base  coins  were  often  reckoned  by  weight 
in  marcs  rather  than  by  tale. 

The  term  “sou”  had  no  fixed  meaning,  but  was  generally  applied  to  a 
double-sol  piece  corresponding  to  1/10  livre.  Local  rates  for  sous  or 
double-sols  and  their  fractions,  reckoned  in  deniers,  often  varied  from 
time  to  time  and  from  place  to  place  by  official  order. 

Louis  XIV’s  final  attempt  to  create  a  circulating  medium  for  the 
colonies — including  Canada  and  presumably  the  vaguely  defined  Lou¬ 
isiana  Territories — resulted  in  the  issue,  c.  1709-13,  of  the  “mousque- 
taires, ”  billon  pieces  of  30  and  15  deniers,  a  little  larger  than  Sous 
Marques.  Addorsed  roman  L’s,  crowned,  between  two  fleurs-de-lis  and 
above  a  third;  LVD*  XIIII*  FR*  ET  •  NAV*  REX  •  (date  and  mint- 
master's  different).  Rev.  Plain  (Greek)  cross,  voided,  with  three 
roundels  at  each  arm,  fleurs-de-lis  in  angles.  PIECE  •  DE  •  XXX  (or 
XV)  (engraver’s  different)  DENIERS*  (mintmark).  Serrated  or 
dentilated  border;  plain  edge.  Hoffmann  222;  Zay,  p.  66.  These  “Mous- 
quetaires” — the  origin  of  the  name  is  not  known — for  several  decades 
formed  the  bulk  of  Canada’s  circulating  change.  They  are  known  from 
the  Lyon  (D)  and  Metz  (AA)  mints.  Page  shows  30-denier  pieces 
from  Lyon  for  1710  through  1713,  from  Metz  for  1709  through  1711; 
and  15-denier  pieces  from  Metz  for  1712-13.  Others  probably  exist. 
They  should  have  been  listed  as  Canadian  coins  by  Breton  and  sub¬ 
sequent  cataloguers,  as  they  were  shipped  to  Canada  during  ensuing 
decades  by  official  order,  probably  as  late  as  1738.  Breton  mentions 
a  letter  of  Oct.  28,  1738,  from  Intendant  Hocquart.  of  Canada,  asking 
the  French  government  to  send  over  some  6000  livres  in  sous;  but  as 
Hocquart  could  not  yet  have  known  of  the  new  Edict  of  Oct.  1738 
authorizing  coinage  of  Sous  Marques,  presumably  Hocquart  was  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  “mousquetaires,”  rather  than  to  the  La  Rochelle  (H) 
coppers  of  1721-22,  as  these  latter  had  little  or  no  circulation  in  Can¬ 
ada.  An  arret  of  the  Conseil  d’Etat  in  France  reduced  the  value  of 
these  30-  and  15-denier  “mousquetaires”  to  18  and  6  deniers  respec¬ 
tively,  as  of  August  1,  1738.  Ordinances  in  Canada  by  Governor- 
General  Beauharnois  and  Intendant  Hocquart  gave  the  “mousque¬ 
taires”  the  same  values  as  of  Jan.  30,  1744.  It  seems  likely  that  they 
circulated  side  by  side  with  Sous  Marques  for  some  time,  and  their 
exclusion  from  the  Canadian  series  is  therefore  all  the  more  mys¬ 
terious.  If  one  could  find  evidence  of  their  circulation  in  the  Louisiana 
Territory,  they  would  even  qualify  as  American  colonials;  and  the 
same  remark  holds  for  Sous  Marques. 

An  edict  of  Louis  XV,  Dec.  1716,  authorized  some  150,000  marcs  in 
copper  pieces  of  12  and  6  deniers  to  be  struck  at  the  Perpignan  mint 
(mintmark  Q).  These  were  to  bear  the  king’s  portrait  and  titles  with 
mintmaster’s  different  after  REX  (a  coquille,  for  Christophe  Bor- 
deau) ,  and  on  reverse  XII  (or  VI)  /  DENIERS  /  COLONIES  /  1717 
Q  with  engraver’s  different  (heart  in  flames,  for  Pierre  Daquinot). 
Breton  504-5.  Very  few  pieces  were  struck  and  the  project  immediately 
failed  owing  to  what  is  described  as  the  “wretched  condition  of  the 
copper  at  Perpignan”.  Surviving  pieces  show  why:  flans  are  defective 
and  cracked,  not  receiving  die  impressions  well.  Apparently  refining 
processes  were  not  yet  capable  of  rendering  some  local  ores  sufficiently 
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malleable — a  problem  recurring  again  and  again  in  English  copper 
coinage. 

With  the  ill-fated  “John  Law”  gold  and  silver  coinages  of  1720  for 
the  colonies  we  are  not  here  concerned. 

The  next  attempt  at  a  colonial  circulating  medium  relevant  to  our 
present  purposes,  therefore,  is  that  authorized  by  Royal  Edict  of  June 
1721.  Originally  it  called  for  150,000  marcs  of  copper  coins  in  pieces 
of  20,  40  and  80  to  the  marc.  Of  these,  30,000  marcs  were  to  be  struck 
at  Bordeaux  (mm.  K),  50,000  marcs  at  La  Rochelle  (mm.  H),  40,000 
marcs  at  Nantes  (mm.  T),  and  30,000  marcs  at  Rouen  (mm.  B).  It 
seems,  however,  that  no  Bordeaux  or  Nantes  coinages  ensued  at  all, 
and  a  much  smaller  amount  at  Rouen,  of  which  little  or  none  ever  got 
to  Canada;  and  that  only  the  middle-sized  pieces,  sous  at  40  to  the 
marc,  wt.  6.12  grams  or  94.4  grains  each,  rated  at  9  deniers  apiece, 
were  struck  at  all.  These  have  for  obv.  device  crossed  roman  L’s 
crowned  and  SIT*  NOMEN*  DOMINI*  BENE  DICTUM*,  and  on 
rev.  COLONIES/FRANCOISES/ (date)  /  (mintmark) ,  the  diff events 
varying  in  location  on  B  and  H  coins  and  on  1721  and  1722  issues  from 
La  Rochelle.  (Breton  506-7;  Zay,  p.  56.)  At  40  to  the  marc,  one  may 
conclude  that  the  mint  of  La  Rochelle  coined  some  2,000,000  sous  in 
all,  probably  more  than  half  of  them  in  1722.  Mazard  provides  the 
details:  the  Compagnie  des  Indes  had  the  flans  made  in  Sweden, 
where  copper  technology  was  much  more  advanced  than  on  the  Conti¬ 
nent;  the  1721  B  coins  bear  a  trefoil  left  of  date  for  Pierre  Duval, 
director,  and  a  mark  like  the  spade  in  a  deck  of  playing  cards — I  do 
not  know  its  proper  heraldic  name — at  right  of  date  for  Pierre  de 
Roscherville,  chief  engraver.  The  diff  events  on  the  H  coins  are  an  acorn 
for  Jean  Donat,  director,  and  an  ermine  tail  for  Jean  Lisard,  chief 
engraver. 

Some  20,025  livres  in  sous  rated  at  9  deniers  apiece  went  to  Canada 
via  the  Compagnie  des  Indes.  Habitants  and  local  merchants  were  un¬ 
willing  to  accept  them  in  payments,  preferring  the  billon  “mous- 
quetaires,”  and  apparently  only  8,180  (corresponding  to  306  livres  15 
sols)  actually  went  into  circulation,  the  remainder — some  534,000  in 
all,  or  19,718  livres  5  sols — cluttering  up  the  official  warehouses  for 
years.  Finally  the  Canadian  officials  returned  them  to  the  mint  at 
La  Rochelle,  Sept.  26,  1726.  These  coins  are  known  to  have  circulated 
in  other  French  colonies  in  the  Americas  and  Africa.  An  avvet  of  the 
Conseil  d’Etat,  May  2,  1724,  reduced  their  value  from  9  to  6  deniers 
apiece  in  Louisiana.  Meanwhile,  Old  Sols  or  “mousquetaires”  continued 
to  form  the  bulk  of  small  change  in  Canadian  circulation. 

Afterwards,  as  an  emergency  or  necessity  money,  the  Canadian 
authorities  issued  large  quantities  of  playing  cards  or — later — specially 
made  cards,  bearing  their  signatures  and  the  denominations.  During 
the  next  three  decades,  or  until  the  English  conquest,  card  money — 
wildly  inflated  toward  the  end — formed  the  nearly  exclusive  circulating 
medium  for  denominations  of  7  sols  6  deniers  and  above.  The  few 
silver  and  gold  pieces  that  found  their  way  to  Canada  were  hoarded 
rather  than  circulated.  Small  change  consisted  at  first  of  “mous¬ 
quetaires,”  then — as  we  shall  see  below — of  Sous  Marques. 

When  Louis  XV  issued  his  Edict  of  October  1738  at  Fontainebleau, 
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authorizing  mintage  of  Sous  Marques  from  all  French  mints  then  in 
operation,  he  ordered  that  the  coins  were  to  be  struck  of  billon  at  112 
to  the  marc,  descriptive  details  as  in  the  preceding  section.  They 
were  at  first  valued  at  24  deniers  in  Canada  and  other  colonies,  even 
as  in  France,  but  their  valuations  were  changed  from  time  to  time. 
Berry  mentions  that  the  Half-Sous  were  never  current  in  France,  only 
in  the  colonies.  Zay  quotes  a  March  30,  1744  ordinance  specifically 
mentioning  official  valuation  of  Sous  Marques  in  Canada. 

As  the  supply  of  “mousquetaires”  had  long  been  for  practical  pur¬ 
poses  exhausted,  and  no  more  were  to  be  had  from  France,  and 
nothing  as  acceptable  for  small  change  in  their  place,  the  Canadian 
habitants  were  evidently  glad  to  have  Sous  Marques,  as  these  pieces 
were  of  something  like  the  old  familiar  fabric  and  size,  and  filled  an 
acute  need.  They  circulated  in  large  quantities;  exactly  how  large 
we  do  not  know,  as  the  records  of  shipment  are  apparently  not  com¬ 
plete.  We  do  know  that  in  response  to  some  request  by  either  Beau- 
harnois  or  Hocquar^,  some  3,000  livres — apparently  30,000  Double  Sols 
or  Sous  Marques — were  sent  to  Quebec,  March  31,  1743,  and  this  may 
well  have  been  a  second  or  third  shipment  rather  than  the  first  one. 
We  also  know  that  the  Canadian  authorities  requested  more  of  them 
at  various  times,  in  particular  6,000  livres  more  (60,000  sous)  Oct. 
30,  1752,  this  request  being  filled  by  a  shipment  June  30,  1753.  (Cf. 
Shortt,  II,  719  note,  731,  801,  807,  etc.)  No  other  colonial  coinages 
intended  for  the  continental  American  colonies  were  being  made  then, 
though  the  Lesser  Antilles  (“lies  du  Vent,”  St.-Christophe,  St.- 
Eustache,  Martinique,  Guadeloupe,  etc.,  in  the  Caribbean)  did  receive 
shipments  of  small  silver  coins  valued  at  12  and  6  sols,  struck  at  Rouen 
and  La  Rochelle  in  1731.  In  Canada,  Sous  Marques  formed  the  entirety 
of  small  change,  while  card  money  continued  to  be  issued  in  ever- 
increasing  amounts,  but  always  in  larger  denominations.  If  any 
coins  whatever  can  be  called  official  Canadian  money  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  British  monetary  standards,  the  Sous  Marques  can 
and  must. 

Side  by  side  with  the  “lies  du  Vent”  coins,  Sous  Marques  con¬ 
tinued  to  pass  in  the  Caribbean  islands  just  alluded  to.  Howland 
Wood  claims  no  record  of  use  of  the  Half  Sous  in  the  West  Indies,  but 
since  Half  Sous  seem  to  have  been  issued  only  in  small  quantities,  the 
point  is  not  too  important.  After  an  edict  of  1763  demonetized  Sous 
Marques  in  France,  the  coins  continued  to  circulate  in  various  colonies 
for  many  years.  Howland  Wood  mentions  that  in  Cayenne  they  con¬ 
tinued  to  pass  at  2  sols  apiece,  reduced  25%  to  18  deniers  in  1779;  for 
larger  transactions  they  passed  in  rolls  or  “rouleaux”  of  60  at  6  livres. 
In  Mauritius  they  were  valued  at  3  sols  apiece  by  an  edict  of  1770. 
I  would  not  be  in  the  least  surprised  to  find  that  people  in  that  area 
still  possess  the  things. 

After  the  demonetization  of  1763,  many  Sous  Marques  held  in 
Europe  were  returned  to  the  French  Treasury,  which — following  an¬ 
other  edict  of  1763 — counterstamped  most  of  them  (some  600,000 
livres  in  all  being  authorized  for  such  treatment)  with  a  crowned  C 
for  Colonies.  Surviving  Sous  Marques  without  counterstamps  are, 
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therefore,  those  which  survived  or  escaped  colonial  circulation,  and 
which  also  escaped  countermarking  by  the  French  government.  By 
1779  another  Royal  edict  ordered  some  30,000  livres  in  “sous  etampees” 
to  be  sent  to  Cayenne;  but  as  the  entire  supply  of  old  Sous  Marques  in 
France  had  been  exhausted  by  the  earlier  counterstamping  order,  the 
mints  could  not  fill  the  new  demand  and  the  Paris  Mint  had  to  manu¬ 
facture  billon  blanks  on  which  the  crowned  C  could  be  stamped!  Zay 
lists  three  different  sizes  of  countermarks.  One  may  conclude  that 
Sous  Marques  in  undamaged  state  are  scarce,  perhaps  even  rare. 

Howland  Wood  gives  many  details  about  the  circulation  of  counter- 
stamped  Sous,  called  “sols  tampes”  in  creole,  or  “stampees”  in  Eng¬ 
lish,  in  various  colonies.  They  were  evidently  popular  for  some  dec¬ 
ades;  their  values  were  changed  by  various  ordinances  in  various 
colonies  as  late  as  1826,  when  they  officially  passed  at  7  centimes 
apiece;  they  were  only  demonetized  Feb.  24,  1828.  The  issue  of  1,600,- 
000  copper  sols  of  12  deniers  at  Paris  in  1767  (per  Edict  of  Oct.  1766), 
and  their  revaluation  in  1793  for  circulation  in  Guadeloupe,  for  which 
most  of  them  were  counterstamped  RF  in  oval,  obliterating  the  three 
fleurs-de-lis,  seem  not  to  have  seriously  challenged  the  primacy  of  Sous 
Marques,  without  or  with  counterstamp,  in  French  Colonial  circulation 
over  the  decades.  Howland  Wood,  incidentally,  illustrates  (p.  132)  a 
counterfeit  counterstamped  Sou  Marque — not  a  crowned  C  stamped  on 
a  counterfeit  Sou,  but  instead  a  piece  struck  from  dies  bearing  the 
crowned  C  and  also  bearing  letters  representing  the  partly  defaced 
legend  of  the  old  Sou  Marque! 

In  summary:  Sous  Marques  were  for  all  practical  purposes  an  inter¬ 
nationally  accepted  circulating  medium,  at  a  time  when  small  change 
was  hardly  ever  available;  for  many  decades  they  were  the  sole  small 
change  circulating  in  Canada  (perhaps  also  in  Louisiana?),  having 
been  sent  to  Canada  following  official  requests  by  authorities  in  that 
colony;  they  were  issued  in  enormous  quantities,  but  are  now  scarce 
or  perhaps  even  rare  because  the  vast  majority  of  them  were  recalled 
in  1763  and  counterstamped  with  crowned  C  for  use  in  other  colonies. 
They  and  their  predecessors,  the  “mousquetaires,”  deserve  rescue  from 
their  long  neglect,  and  merit  numismatic  attention  as  official  Canadian 
coins. 


Dales  and  Mints  of  Sons  Marques 

For  simplicity  and  ease,  I  shall  list  the  specimens  known  or  reported 
first  by  mint  and  thereunder  by  date.  This  is  contrary  to  common 
practice  of  American  collectors,  but  the  converse  procedure  would  lead 
to  immense  difficulties  and  confusion,  as  one  simple  remark  shows: 
with  thirty  mints  in  operation,  and  Sous  Marques  known  from  all  but 
four  of  them  (F,  Q,  Y  and  &,  i.e.  Angers,  Perpignan,  Bourges  and 
Aix)  during  the  1738-43  period  alone,  giving  the  differents  for  each 
mint  under  each  date  would  require  either  much  repetition  or  much 
cross-checking. 

The  mint  at  which  any  Sou  Marque  was  struck  can  be  identified  by 
its  mintmark,  this  being  the  letter  found  at  bottom  reverse,  between 
DOM*  and  BENEDICTUM.  When  the  coin  is  held  upright  so  that  the 
date  reads  normally,  the  mintmark  will  also  read  upright.  (The  only 
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exceptions  to  this  rule,  to  date,  are  counterfeits.)  Should  there  be  doubt 
about  the  mintmark  of  any  given  Sou  Marque  the  diff events  will  make 
identification  certain;  the  pair  of  diff  events  is  distinctive  for  every 
mint.  Doubt  and  confusion  have  already  been  encountered  in  the 
following  instances:  between  AA  (Metz)  and  a  carelessly  double- 
punched  A  (Paris)  ;  between  monogrammed  BB  (Strasbourg)  and  a 
carelessly  double-punched  B  (Rouen)  or  nonexistent  EB  or  HB;  be¬ 
tween  X  (Amiens)  and  linked  or  monogrammed  addorsed  C’s  (Besan- 
?on)  ;  between  V  (Troyes)  and  barless  A  (Paris).  Confusion  could 
also  occur  if  a  piece  is  weakly  struck  in  the  area  of  the  mintmark. 
Though  the  list  of  diff  events  here  given  is  incomplete,  I  hope  in  the 
future  to  remedy  this  by  consulting  volume  3  of  the  new  Lofaurie 
work,  not  yet  available  in  the  U.S.A.,  which — as  Jean  Mazard  tells  me 
— includes  descriptions  of  the  known  diff  events  for  each  mint. 

Pieces  lacking  any  diff  events  at  all,  or  having  incorrect  ones  for 
their  date  and  mintmark,  are  counterfeits.  These  have  their  interest, 
but  naturally  can  be  no  more  than  curiosities  or  space  fillers  for  the 
rarer  dates  or  mintmarks.  As  some  mintmarks  are  of  great  rarity,  and 
some  dates  even  of  the  common  Paris  and  Strasbourg  mints  likewise 
very  rare,  correct  identification  of  the  mints  is  of  importance. 


Provenance 

Under  each  date  entry  for  a  given  mint  I  give  sources  for  the  list¬ 
ing,  in  somewhat  abbreviated  form.  Full  data  corresponding  to  these 
names  follow.  Those  found  in  the  catalogue  section  but  not  found  here¬ 
under  will  be  accounted  for  in  the  Bibliography. 

ANS.  Cabinet  collection  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society. 

Boucher.  Auction  of  1901,  not  seen  by  me  but  mentioned  by  Fred 
Bowman. 

Brand.  The  Sous  Marques  from  the  Virgil  Brand  estate  were  offered 
with  other  Canadian  pre-decimal  coins  in  New  Netherlands  Coin  Co.’s 
house  organ  Numisma,  vol.  3,  no.  5,  Sept.-Oct.  1956.  Unfortunately,  I 
wrote  this  listing  long  before  my  attention  was  drawn  to  the  Sous 
Marques  as  a  series,  and  the  description  of  the  diff  events  is  incomplete. 

Fargeon.  Allan  Fargeon,  Montreal,  Quebec. 

Ferguson.  J.  Douglas  Ferguson,  Rock  Island,  Quebec. 

Hill.  Leslie  C.  Hill,  New  Westminster,  B.C. 

Jackman.  Henry  Chapman’s  catalogue  of  the  Allison  W.  Jackman 
collection,  auctioned  in  Philadelphia,  June  1918. 

Jenks.  Henry  Chapman’s  catalogue  of  the  John  Story  Jenks  collec¬ 
tion,  auctioned  in  Philadelphia,  December  1921. 

Laties.  David  Laties,  Ottsville,  Pa. 

Lorrain.  L.  Maurice  Lorrain,  St. -Jean,  Quebec.  This  collection  was 
stolen  in  1963  and  only  partly  recovered.  As  certain  Sous  Marques 
therein  are  the  only  specimens  reported  to  date,  in  all  likelihood 
M.  Lorrain  could  claim  this  fact  in  identifying  his  property.  In  years 
to  come,  of  course,  one  may  expect  new  specimens  to  appear  not  trace¬ 
able  to  him. 

Meyer.  Collection  Henri  Meyer:  Monnaies  voyales  et  seigneuviales 
de  F vance,  Paris  1890. 
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Miner.  J.  W.  H.  Miner,  Granby,  Quebec. 

Norweb.  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

NN54,  NN56,  NN59.  Auction  sales,  so  numbered,  of  New  Nether¬ 
lands  Coin  Co.,  New  York. 

Page.  Alfred  Page:  Numismatique  des  colonies  frangaises.  Fixed 
price  list  no.  18,  Paris,  June  1931.  Intro,  by  Etienne  Page,  coin  dealer 
still  doing  business  in  Paris.  Very  detailed  reference  work,  illustrating 
many  coins  by  accurate  line  cuts,  and  giving  historical  details  in  sum¬ 
mary;  nos.  14  through  63b  are  Sous  and  Half-Sous  Marques.  See  Bibli¬ 
ography. 

Paris  Mint.  Listing  of  the  coins  in  the  cabinet  collection  of  the  Hotel 
de  Monnaie,  Paris,  found  in  Guillaume  Conbrouse’s  work  of  1839  (see 
Bibliography) . 

R&F  1900.  Catalogue  des  mormaies  royales  et  seigneuriales  de 
France.  Paris,  Rollin  et  Feuardent,  1900. 

Holland.  Monnaies  frangaises,  etude  d’apres  la  cabinet  numismatique 
de  M.  Georges  Motte  de  Rouloix.  Macon  1932. 

Rousseau.  Collection  M.  J.  Rousseau.  Catalogue  des  monnaies  na- 
tionales  de  France.  Paris,  chez  Rollin  &  Feuardent,  1861. 

Stickney.  Henry  Chapman’s  catalogue  of  the  Matthew  Adams  Stick- 
ney  collection,  Philadelphia  1907. 

V.G.  Monnaies  frangaises,  colonies  et  metropole.  Versailles  1938. 
The  familiar,  comprehensive  and  extensively  illustrated  catalogue 
raisonnee. 

Wood.  Howland  Wood’s  article  in  the  1914  AJN  (see  Bioliography) . 

(To  be  continued) 
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1964-P  MINT  SET 


In  Plastic  Holder 

These  attractive  sets  are  in  6  beautiful  colors. 
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and  include  the  Kennedy  Half  Dollar. 
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New  Listings- 

A  Guide  Book  of  Philippine  Paper  Money 

by  Neil  Shafer 


Since  the  release  last  December  of  the  Philippine  paper  money 
guide  book,  several  new  and  significant  discoveries  have  been  made. 

A  Proposed  Issue  of  the  Banco  De  Pilipinas,  1898 

The  following  information  and  illustration  was  submitted  by  Thomas 
J.  Coen.  He  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  footnote  on  page  9  of  the 
Philippine  book  which  mentions  Dr.  Arnold  Keller’s  reference  to  a 
possible  issue  of  notes  from  the  “Banco  de  Islas  Filipinas.”  In  Harper's 
History  of  the  Philippines,  published  in  1900,  there  appeared  the  fol¬ 
lowing  illustration  on  page  97 : 


tMM' 


d.rera»-%gi! 


UMIVWim  |k<X>k  <>|  v  i  i  I  1 1  I  \« )  I.V\K  \IMI  lkii.\kll<  Mi  I  I  \  \M  I  K  M\>! 
I  >t  K  A  I  !I|1  A  I  H  )\  til  IMilllMtl  Ml  nr  I  MAI  l<  !*■>!  I  I  * 

t  *1*14*  Or  d  l'f  uitrf  At  M  4*r  -r  *1* 


The  format  of  this  model  shows  stylistic  similarities  to  other  Spanish-Philippine  issues 
which  were  in  circulation  at  the  time  this  design  was  prepared.  The  printer  was  Chofre 
and  Company;  apparently  the  notes  were  to  be  lithographed,  for  at  the  bottom  of  the 
design  is  the  following:  LIT  DE  CHOFRE  Y  COMP. 
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I  would  like  to  purchase  a  few  Colonial 
collections,  as  well  as  choice  and  rare 
individual  items.  If  you  have  any  of  this 
material  available,  it  will  be  worth  your 
while  to  contact  me. 


Excellent  offerings  of  early  U.S. 
coins,  colonials  and  paper  money 
for  type  collectors  and  die  variety 
specialists.  Available  in  almost  all 
grades,  average  to  top  condition. 


Want  Lists  Invited — Prompt  Response 

We  specialize  in  servicing  critical  collectors  and  invite  careful  inspection 
of  our  approval  selections.  We  assemble  sets  of  colonial  coins  and  paper 
money  to  special  order  for  the  individual  collector.  May  we  have  references, 
please? 

Let  me  make  offers  for 
your  nice  early  U.S.  and 
colonial  coins.  You  wi  II  be 
pleasantly  surprised. 

Correspondence  is  invited 
from  collectors  of  Fugio 
cents  in  connection  with  a 
revision  of  the  Newman 
monograph  on  the  subject. 

dicUcUid  PicJzeSi 

Specializing  in  early  United  States  and  Colonials 

A.N.A.  —  A.N.S. 

Telephone  516  MAyfair  1-0763 
P.O.  Box  366 
Albertson,  N.Y.  11507 

You  buy  with  authority  when  you  buy  from  a  specialist 
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As  no  actual  specimens  of  Banco  De  Filipinas  notes  are  known  in 
any  collection,  it  is  thought  that  this  bank  was  probably  not  able  to 
finish  the  models  and  have  notes  printed  before  the  Philippine  In¬ 
surrection  of  1899  and  the  takeover  of  that  country  by  the  United 
States. 


The  2  Centimos  Transportation  Notes 

The  Philippine  Guide  Book  shows  a  “2  Centimos”  note  on  page  84, 
ascribing  it  to  the  1917-1918  period  when  there  was  such  a  scarcity  of 
small  change  that  the  Manila  streetcar  companies  were  forced  to  issue 
paper  centavos.  It  now  appears  that  the  illustration  is  of  a  small 
note  actually  issued  during  and  possibly  just  after  the  Spanish- 
American  War  of  1898. 

Researcher  Tom  Coen  obtained  a  number  of  these  notes  in  a  col¬ 
lection  of  belongings,  diary,  emblems  and  the  like  which  was  brought 
back  by  a  soldier  who  had  served  in  the  Philippines  from  1899  to  1902. 
While  the  Guide  Book  mentions  only  the  orange  notes,  Coen  located 
similar  specimens  in  yellow,  purple  and  pink  as  well. 


Q1M 

72 

T.  CE  FILIPINAS 

?  cite 

fact  ion 

..  \  * 

1 

Ur  . 

9  i 

r  sakjuigr  c«n- 
ple*tl>» 

exivir  la  prt  Mvtt- 

i 

tacioti  do  vt.lt) 

taMeta. 

*»■  *»•  ‘■VSHU.  14 


Variants  of  the  2  Centimos  notes.  The  one  at  left  is  yellow,  10th  Series;  in  the  center 
is  a  pink  note,  10th  Series;  at  the  right  is  an  orange  one,  7th  Series,  punch  cancelled. 


At  the  bottom  of  each  note  is  the  wording  CHOFRE  Y  COMP.  98, 
indicating  the  printer  and  probably  the  year  of  issue  as  1898.  Also, 
this  printing  firm  of  Chofre  is  the  very  same  one  which  prepared  the 
model  for  the  Banco  De  Filipinas  note  discussed  and  illustrated  in  the 
preceding  section. 

It  appears  certain  that  these  2  Centimos  notes  are  definitely 
products  of  the  1890’s.  If  this  be  the  case,  we  have  yet  to  encounter 
the  paper  centavos  the  streetcar  companies  issued  during  the  1917-1918 
period. 
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Is  Buying 
and  Selling 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 

UNITED  STATES 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

SILVER  AND  GOLD 

Write  for  Price  List 

HY  BROWN 

18  North  State  St.,  Painesville,  Ohio  44077 
Area  Code  216-357-5544 

Send  for  our  free  coin  supply  catalogue 


Plain  States  Hobby  Dist. 

SOUTHWEST'S  LARGEST  COIN  SUPPLIER 
WHOLESALE  EXCLUSIVELY 

❖ 

Prompt  Service  On  All  Orders 
Complete  Whitman  Line 
❖ 

Send  for  Additional  information 
on  your  letterhead. 

1709  Dryden,  Suite  109  Medical  Towers 

Houston,  Texas 
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New  Central  Bank  Overprint  Variety 

A  new  variety  of  Central  Bank  overprint  on  the  5  Pesos  VICTORY 
Series  Treasury  Certificate  has  been  reported  by  Jack  Nannery  and 
Michael  Granis.  Previously  the  only  variety  listed  was  the  overprint 
using  the  thin  letter  style;  this  is  Catalog  No.  70  in  the  Philippine 
Guide  Book.  The  new  variety  uses  the  bold  letter  style  similar  to  No. 
48a,  and  will  receive  the  number  70a. 

Both  varieties  are  shown  here  for  comparison: 


No.  70,  the  thin  letter  style  listed  in  the  catalog  on  page  68. 


Arc  EN  TRA  L  ’  E  ANK*  m 


OF  THE  PHILIPPINES 


No.  70a,  the  bold  letter  style,  previously  unpublished. 


New  Co-Prosperity  Overprint  Variety 

The  Co-Prosperity  propaganda  overprints  have  always  been  popular, 
since  they  represent  a  direct  usage  of  money  in  war — a  subject  always 
intriguing  to  collectors.  The  U.S.  forces  captured  quantities  of  Japa- 
nese-Philippine  currency  on  Leyte  Island,  overprinted  some  with  the 
message  as  shown,  and  dropped  them  from  airplanes  over  parts  of  the 
Philippines  still  occupied  by  the  Japanese. 
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CROWNS  &  TALERS 

LITHUANIA,  1936,  I0L,  Y.  13 . EF  $25.00 

LITHUANIA,  1938,  I0L,  Y.  14  EF  35.00 


SWITZERLAND,  1812,  40B, 

D.  362  . EF  180.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1872,  5F, 

Y.  IIS . EF  30.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1874,  5F, 

Y.  I2S . EF  30.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1876,  5F, 

Y.  I3S . EF  25.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1879,  5F, 

Y.  I4S . EF  25.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1881,  5F, 

Y.  I5S .  EF  20.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1883,  5F, 

I6S  . EF  25.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1885,  5F, 

Y.  I7S . EF  25.00 

SWITZERLAND,  1939,  5F, 

Y.  47 . UNC  20.00 

ROMANIA,  1941,  500L,  Y.  79 . EF  35.00 


MONTENEGRO,  1909,  5P,  Y.  7....VF  60.00 

HUNGARY,  1948,  20F,  Y.  69 . UNC  15.00 

Bank  Money  Order,  please. 

Year  subscription  to  the  lists:  $1.00 

Pierre  M.  PARIAT 

(AN. A.  41297) 

27  Ave.,  Riant-Mont, 
LAUSANNE,  Switzerland 
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Ln  Biiml 

3rd  EDITION  1965-1966 

Your  key  to  ail  foreign  mints  and  banks 
in  the  world  offering  coins  to  collectors, 
dealers  and  investors.  NEW  complete  in¬ 
structions  .  .  .  many  NEW  addresses  .  .  . 
includes  all  NEW  nations.  Price  $2.50  post¬ 
paid  (Foreign  $3.25  Airmail) 

LEE  BAKER  PUBLICATIONS 

Santa  Clara  8  California 


Service . .  •  has  been  the  secret  of  our  suc¬ 
cess  ...  it  has  placed  us  at  the 
pinnacle  of  suppliers  of  all 
numismatic  accessories  that  are 
advertised. 

We  are  prompt  .  .  .  efficient! 
Every  Whitman  product ,  of  course! 

East  or  W  est  M.  MEGHRIG  &  SONS  Serves  You  Best 

In  New  York  (10003):  239  Park  Avenue  South,  GRamercy  3-8150 
In  Los  Angeles  (90005) :  525  South  Western  Avenue,  DUnkirk  8-9393 
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Apparently  a  number  of  different  letter  styles  were  used  to  over¬ 
print  these  notes,  but  information  has  seeped  through  slowly  because 
of  the  scarcity  of  specimens.  The  following  two  notes  show  a  lettering 
style  seen  before  but  only  as  small-size  rubber-stamp  fakes.  Mr. 
Richard  Hauck  submitted  them  for  inclusion  here,  stating  that  he  had 
owned  them  since  1946 — automatically  excluding  the  possibility  of 
being  forgeries.  (Also,  both  notes  illustrated  show  punch  cancella¬ 
tions.)  Both  notes  will  receive  catalog  numbers  as  shown  with  their 
respective  captions. 


No.  J18a:  Ten  Pesos  Second  Issue,  new  letter  style  Co-Prosperity  overprint  in  red. 


No.  J19:  Ten  Pesos  First  Issue,  showing  the  same  letter  style  as  J18a. 


J19  is  the  first  Co-Prosperity  overprint  seen  on  a  First  Issue  note. 
All  others  known  are  Second  Issue  specimens. 

The  Back  of  the  100  Pesos  Silver  Certificate 

In  supplying  photos  of  Philippine  currency  for  illustration,  the 
Bureau  of  Engraving  inadvertently  used  the  back  of  a  Treasury  Cer¬ 
tificate  for  the  100  Pesos  Silver  Certificate;  thus,  the  illustrations  of 
the  back  sides  on  pages  30  and  77  of  the  Philippine  Guide  Book  are 
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Sergio  Torres  Martinez 

Apartado  Postal  7392 
Mexico  I ,  D.F. 

MEXICAN  1965 
MINT  SET 

l£,  5#,  20^,  500,  I  Peso 
(In  colored  holder) 

1  Set:  $1.25 
10  Sets:  $6.00 
50  Sets:  $26.00 

All  kinds  of  Colonial,  Republican, 
Revolutionary  and  20th  Century's 
Coins  and  Medals. 

Correspondence  in  English 
Personal  checks  from  A.N.A.  and 
A.N.S.  members  acceptable. 


Lee  and  Vi  Mason 

3112  Jenkins  Arcade 
Pittsburgh,  Penna.  15222 

Specializing 

in 

U.S.  Coins  &  Currency 

also 

Distributors  of 
Coin  Supplies 


IS  IT  TIME  TO  SELL? 

WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  COIN  AUCTION  SALES 

WANTED— Consignments  of  Ancients,  Foreign 
and  Domestic  Collections  or 
attractive  individual  specimens. 

REASONABLE  FEES-COMPETENT  CATALOGUING-ACCURATE  GRADING 


Your  coins  may  form  an  integral  part  of  a  definitive  specialty  catalog. 


ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  ALL  SALES  CATALOGS  AND  PRICES.  $5.00 


HENRY  CHRISTENSEN 

Hudson  County  National  Bank  Bldg., 
95  River  St.,  Hoboken,  New  Jersey 

Tele:— 201-656-2266 
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identical,  and  they  should  not  be.  A  request  to  the  Bureau  for  clarifica¬ 
tion  brought  a  prompt  response  and  a  photograph  to  replace  the 
one  incorrectly  sent.  The  following  illustration  should  replace  that 
appearing  on  page  30  of  the  catalog. 


Back  of  the  100  Pesos  Silver  Certificate,  Series  of  1905  and  1916. 

Courtesy  U.S.  Bureau  of  Engraving  and  Printing 


"Since  1917" 

WHOLESALE  COIN  SUPPLIES 

Dealers— Check  These  Services 

i >  Free  Display  Racks. 

v*  Free  Check  List  and  Ad  Material. 

i >  Freight  Paid  on  $50.00  shipment  anywhere  in  U.S. 

u*  Easy  to  read  catalog. 

Orders  shipped  same  day  received. 
u*  Orders  packed  with  care. 

v*  Complete  selection  of  all  leading  numismatic  material. 

Send  For  Our  Illustrated  Catalog 

COIN  SUPPLY  DIVISION 
ANDERSON  NEWS  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  256 

4320  Huntsville  Rd.,  Florence,  Ala. 
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For  Progressive  Leadership 
on  the  A.N.A.  Board 

I’m 

Voting  For 

RAY  BYRNE 

(Life  Member,  297) 

(Don't  you  hope 

everyone  does . . . 
Votes  for  RAY,  that  is  .  .  .) 


SEMI-ANNUAL 
STOCK  LIST 

There  was  a  time  when  I  could  issue 
a  Stock  List  once  a  year,  and  it  would 
still  be  good  for  most  of  the  period. 
Things  are  different  now.  Many  items 
are  sold  out  shortly,  some  pi'ices  in¬ 
crease  as  costs  go  up,  and  the  list  is 
soon  obsolete. 

For  this  reason,  I  now  issue  these 
multilithed  lists  twice  a  year.  This 
covers  foreign  coins  (no  U.  S.)  ;  it  in¬ 
cludes  minor  issues,  banknotes,  cus¬ 
tom-made  holders,  and  odds  and  ends, 
with  emphasis  on  new  issues.  Crowns 
are  included  in  the  monthly  lists,  one 
also  available  July  1. 

In  addition  my  new  wholesale  list  for 
dealers  (who  write  on  their  letter¬ 
heads)  will  also  be  ready  July  1. 
These  lists  make  quite  a  package  at 
one  time.  There  is  no  charge  and  you 
may  be  pleasantly  surprised  at  what 
you  find.  Better  write  at  once. 

LAUREN  BENSON 

512-K  Putnam  Bldg., 
Davenport,  Iowa  52801 


★  ★  ★ 

Journal  Back  Issues 

BACK  ISSUES  OF  THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL  ARE  NOT  INDIVIDUALLY 
AVAILABLE.  AS  A  SPECIAL  SERVICE  TO  SUBSCRIBERS,  A  NUMBER  OF  COMPLETE  SETS  OF 

Volume  One — January  through  December  of  1964 — are  presently  available. 
Readers  who  missed  these  early  issues  now  have  the  opportunity  to  add  a  com¬ 
plete  set  of  the  magazine’s  first  twelve  issues  to  their  libraries. 

Sets  are  packed  in  individual  sturdy  shipping  cartons  which  serve  as  convenient 
and  orderly  library  cases  for  the  magazines.  The  1964  Volume  will  be  available 
at  $4.00  postpaid  until  our  stocks  are  depleted.  No  requests  for  individual  back 
numbers  of  the  Journal  can  be  filled. 

Mail  $4  Remittance  To — 

WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL 


1220  Mound  Avenue 
Racine,  Wisconsin  53404 
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lawans 


( Continued  from  July) 


SYD  614  CA1US  POBLICIUS 
MALLEOLUS 
(92-91  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.  Hd  of  Apollo.  Rev.,  Roma 
seated  on  shields  holding  spear  and 
dagger  (parazonium) ,  being 
crowned  by  Victory 

Malleolus  was  a  triumvir  of  the 
mint  along  with  Albinus  and 
Metellus.  There  is  a  possibility 
that  Malleolus  held  the  office  of 
moneyer  on  two  occasions,  his 
identity  not  being  certain.  As  was 
true  of  the  other  issues  of  this 
moneyer,  this  coin  refers  to  the 
crushing  of  the  uprising  of  the 
Italians. 

SYD  615 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Mars.  Rev., 
Warrior  before  trophy,  foot  on 
shield,  spear  in  hand.  Prow 
of  ship. 

This  Denarius  seems  also  to 
refer  to  the  turmoil  which  pre¬ 
ceded  the  outbreak  of  the  Social 


War  (90-88  B.C.).  The  Latin 

peoples  long  had  been  unhappy 
with  their  treatment  as  second 
class  citizens  by  Rome  and  while 
the  Latins  ultimately  were  crushed 
in  a  particularly  brutal  war,  they 
were  able  to  obtain  many  conces¬ 
sions  from  the  Romans. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
As,  semis,  triens,  quadrans,  sex¬ 
tans. 

SYD  651  LUCIUS 

CALPURNIUS  PISO 
L.F.  FRUGI 
(90-89  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Apollo.  Rev., 
Naked  horseman — galloping 
carrying  torch 

This  was  the  grandson  of  the 
consul  of  133  B.C.  who  led  the 
Roman  forces  against  the  slaves 
during  their  revolt.  This  moneyer 
in  74  B.C.  shared  the  praetorship 
with  Verres  when  the  latter  al¬ 
most  bankrupted  Sicily  during  his 
administration  of  that  island.  Piso 
was  successful  in  stopping  some 
of  Verres’  schemes.  The  head  of 
Apollo  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin 
refers  to  the  games  to  that  deity 
instituted  by  an  ancestor  of  this 
moneyer.  The  horseman  on  the 
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Enjoy  Coin 
Collecting  More: 
Buy 

Coins  Magazine 

Colorful,  instructive,  full  of 
lore,  facts;  shows  how  to  enjoy 
the  hobby  more  and  profit 
more  from  it!  Includes  latest 
price  guide:  Telequotes. 

TRY  COINS 
MAGAZINE 
3  months 
for  $1.00 

COINS 
MAGAZINE 
lola,  Wis.  54945 


COPLEY  COIN 
COMPANY 

581  Boylston  St. 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 

SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

FREE  PRICE  LIST 
ON  REQUEST 

PNG  -  IAPN 


reverse  shows  us  one  of  the  types 
of  races  held  at  those  games.  In 
addition,  inasmuch  as  the  coinage 
of  Calpurnius  basically  was  a  war 
coinage  struck  during  the  Social 
War  (90-88  B.C.),  the  head  of 
Apollo  also  stands  as  a  symbol  of 
worship  to  that  god  for  success. 
The  coinage  of  this  moneyer  was 
by  far  the  largest  of  any  moneyer 
although  there  is  little  difference 
in  the  various  types  he  struck. 
Thus,  with  few  exceptions,  his 
coinage  shows  us  the  Apollo  ob¬ 
verse  and  naked  horseman  re¬ 
verse. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Quinarius,  sestertius,  as,  semis, 
quadrans. 

SYD  646  DECIMUS  JUNIUS 
SILANUS  L.F. 

(90-89  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Roma.  Rev., 
Victory  in  biga 

We  know  of  this  moneyer  only 
from  his  coins.  Of  the  three  types 
of  denarii  which  he  struck,  this 
particular  type  is  the  most  com¬ 
mon.  Beginning  in  about  110  B.C. 
we  find,  on  certain  denarii,  so- 
called  sequence  marks,  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  which  is  not  always  clear. 
Generally,  however,  they  seem  to 
pertain  to  some  system  of  cur¬ 
rency  check  and,  in  some  in¬ 
stances,  to  the  older  of  issues  and 
the  actual  number  of  dies  used. 
We  find  these  marks  in  the  form 
of  Roman  numerals  on  the  reverse 
of  this  coin. 
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SYD  644 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Mask  of  Silenus.  Rev., 
Victory  in  biga.  Below,  Gaulish 
trumpet  (carnyx) 


WHOLESALE 


Service 


Coin  &  Stamp  Supplies 


Write  for  Catalogue 
on  your  letterhead 

ADELPHIA 
Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

902  Arch  Street 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 


The  mask  of  Silenus  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  of  this  denarius  is  a  pun¬ 
ning  allusion  to  the  cognomen  of 
this  moneyer.  There  are  many  and 
varied  myths  concerning  Silenus; 
he  was  supposed  to  have  been  the 
son  of  Pan  or  of  "Mercury  or  of 
Terra,  but  he  seems  to  be  closely 
associated  with  Bacchus  and  as 
such,  is  generally  pictured  as  be¬ 
ing  fat  and  intoxicated.  Once 
when  lost  he  was  brought  to  King 
Midas  in  Phrygia  who  lavished 
him  with  attention  and  kindness 
and  then  sent  him  on  to  Bacchus. 
Bacchus,  in  appreciation,  decreed 
that  everything  Midas  touched 
would  henceforth  turn  to  gold. 

SYD  645 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Salus.  Rev., 
Victory  in  biga 

The  head  of  Salus  on  this  den¬ 
arius  seems  to  be  a  reference  to 
an  ancestor,  the  dictator  Caius 
Junius  Brutus.  It  was  in  302  B.C. 
that  Brutus  dedicated  a  temple  to 
Salus  to  celebrate  his  victory  over 
the  Samnites.  The  Victory  in  biga 
types  of  Silanus  may  therefore 
a’so  refer  to  this  episode. 

Other  denominations  struck: 
Sestertius,  as,  semis. 


FOR  SALE 

Rare  Coins 
from  Germany 

WANTED 

U.S.  and 
Canadian  Coins 

Write  to 

Dr.  Hans-Gunther  Westphal 
Vermittlungen 

2  Hamburg-Fuhlsbuttel 
Fuhlsbutteler  Damm  120 
Germany 


THE  WHITMAN  NUMISMATIC  JOURNAL,  AUGUST,  1965 


PAGE  603 


YOUR 

WHITMAN 

COIN  SUPPLY  DEALER 
★RETAIL  *WHOLESALE 

in 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO. 

HANSANS 
COIN  SHOP 

18  West  13th  St. 

Visit  our  shop  in  downtown 
Kansas  City 

SINCE  1938 
SERVING  COLLECTORS 


COMING 
NEXT  MONTH: 

Absorbing 

JOURNALESE 

by 

•  Robert  C.  Willey 

•  Horace  Bull 

•  Walter  Breen 

•  K.  E.  Bressett 

Subscribe  Now! 


SYD  642  NUMERIUS 

LUCILIUS  M.F. 
(90-88  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Italia.  Rev., 
Soldier  and  bull 


The  name  of  the  general  who 
struck  these  coins  is  uncertain 
although  it  is  generally  accepte  1 
as  it  is  given  here.  Once  more,  the 
name  of  the  moneyer  is  in  the 
Oscan  language  and  appears  upon 
the  reverse  of  the  coin.  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  inscrip¬ 
tion  reads  from  right  to  left. 
The  obverse  inscription  reads 
VITELIU  which  is  the  Oscan  for 
Italia,  whose  image  appears  on 
the  obverse  also.  While  it  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  see,  the  soldier  on  the 
reverse  has  his  foot  on  a  Ro¬ 
man  standard,  a  reference,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  to  the  successes  of  the 
Italian  Confederation  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Social  War.  This 
coin  is  of  great  rarity. 


SYD  643  MINIUS  IEIUS  MINII 
F.  (90-88  B.C.) 


Aureus:  Obv.,  Hd  of  young  Bacchus.  Rev., 
Thyrsus  (staff)  tied  with  fillet 
against  cista  mystica  on  which 
is  fawn  skin. 

This  moneyer  is  unknown,  but 
the  coin  itself  is  of  considerable 
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interest.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
unique.  The  specimen  seen  here, 
and  now  in  the  Paris  Cabinet,  was 
at  one  time  considered  to  be  false. 
It  had  belonged  to  a  coin  dealer 
in  Rome  at  one  time  and  then  to 
two  well-known  English  collec¬ 
tors.  When  one  of  the  collectors 
died  it  was  purchased  from  his 
estate  by  the  Due  de  Lyons  who 
bequeathed  it  to  the  French  Col¬ 
lection.  The  coin  itself  is  a  copy 
of  a  gold  stater  of  Pontus,  a  coun¬ 
try  which  lay  along  the  Black  Sea, 
and  whose  king  at  this  particular 
time  was  Mithradates,  to  whom  a 
delegation  was  sent  from  the 
Italian  Confederation  imploring 
his  help  in  their  fight  against 
Rome  during  the  Social  War.  The 
delegation  was  received  with  kind¬ 
ness,  but  Mithradates  offered  no 
help.  The  meaning  of  the  symbols 
on  this  coin  is  unknown.  The  in¬ 
scription  is  in  the  Oscan  language 
and  the  moneyer’s  name  reads 
from  the  right  to  the  left. 

SYD  634  QUINTUS 

POMPAEDIUS  SILO 
(90-88  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Italia.  Rev., 
Kneeling  youth  and  8  soldiers 

Silo  was  the  famous  leader  of 
the  Marsi,  a  people  of  central 
Italy.  He  was  partly  responsible 
for  the  formation  of  a  confeder¬ 
ation  of  other  Italian  groups  in 
their  fight  to  secure  the  franchise 
from  Rome.  This  war  was  known 
as  the  Marsic,  or  Social  War.  He 
was  appointed  consul  along  with 
C.  Papius  C.  F.  Mutilus  and  near 
the  end  of  war,  taking  up  a  com¬ 
mand  for  the  first  time,  he  de¬ 


feated  Q.  Servilius  Caepio  and,  in 
89  B.C.,  also  defeated  L.  Porcius 
Cato.  In  88  B.C.,  the  last  year  of 
the  war,  he  was  defeated  by  M. 
Aemilius  Lepidus.  The  denarius 
which  appears  here  is  unique.  The 
only  known  specimen  is  in  the 
Paris  Cabinet  and  the  illustration 
was  provided  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  Bibliotheque  Nationale.  The 
reverse  is  a  sacrificial  scene. 

SYD  635  CAIUS  PAPIUS  C.F. 

MUTILUS  (90-88  B.C.) 


Denarius:  Obv.,  Hd  of  Italia.  Rev. 

Dioscuri 

Mutilus,  with  Silo  (above),  were 
consuls  in  the  confederation  of 
the  various  Italian  tribes  which 
revolted  and  warred  against  the 
Romans  in  order  to  secure  citizen¬ 
ship.  This  revolt,  known  as  the 
Marsic  or  Social  War,  lasted  but 
two  years  (90-88  B.C.)  and  while 
the  Confederation  was  at  first 
successful,  the  Romans  were  vic¬ 
torious  and  granted  most  of  the 
demands  of  their  opponents.  Muti¬ 
lus,  from  the  scanty  information 
available,  apparently  died  from 
wounds  received  in  battle.  The  in¬ 
scription  on  the  coin  is  in  Oscan 
(originally  the  Oscans  were  a 
people  of  ancient  Italy.  The  lan¬ 
guage  has  been  associated  with 
the  Samnites  of  Italy  and  appears 
to  be  of  Etruscan  origin).  Read¬ 
ing  the  inscription  from  right  to 
left  on  the  obverse  we  see  the 
moneyer’s  name  abbreviated  to 
MUTIL.  On  the  reverse,  reading 
from  right  to  left,  we  see  this 
moneyer’s  nomen,  PAAPI. 

(To  be  continued) 
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Foreign  Currency  Exchange  Rates 


Prices  for  one  foreign  currency  unit  in  U.S.  dollars  as  of  July  1,  1965, 
supplied  through  the  courtesy  of  DEAK  &  CO.  (TIMES  SQUARE) 
INC.,  1480  Broadway,  New  York  36,  New  York. 


Official 

Free 

Official 

Free 

Country  &  Currency 

Rate 

Rate 

Country  &  Currency 

Rate 

Rate 

Aden,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.72 

Gambia,  Br.  W.  Af.  Pound 

2.80 

2.78 

Afghanistan,  Afghani 

.022 

.0135 

Germany,  East,  Ostmark 

.45 

.10 

Albania,  Lek 

.020 

.0066 

Germany,  West,  Deutsche  Mark 

.25 

.252 

Algeria,  Dinar 

.204 

.15 

Ghana.  Cedi 

1.17 

.76 

Andorra,  Fr.  Franc 

.2025 

.205 

Gibraltar,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Andorra,  Sp.  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Gilbert  &  Ellice, 

Angola,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Pound  (Australian) 

2.24 

2.23 

Antigua,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Great  Britain,  Pound  Sterling 

2.80 

2.82 

Argentina,  Peso 

Free 

.0040 

Greece,  Drachma 

.033 

.033 

Ascension,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Greenland,  Danish  Kroner 

.1447 

.146 

Australia,  Pound 

2.24 

2.23 

Granada,  Br.  W.  In., 

Austria,  Schilling 

.0385 

.0395 

^  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Bahamas,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Guatemala,  Quetzal 

1.00 

.92 

Bahrain,  Dinar 

2.10 

1.40 

Guinea,  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Barbados,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Haiti,  Gourde 

.20 

.19 

Basutoland,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Honduras,  Lempira 

.50 

.49 

Bechuanaland,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Hong  Kong,  Dollar 

.1768 

.176 

Belgium,  Franc 

.020 

.0203 

Hungary,  Forint 

.0852 

.0225 

Bolivia,  New  Peso 

.0821 

.08 

Iceland,  Krona 

.02325 

.023 

Brazil,  Cruzeiro 

Free 

.00055 

Ifni,  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Br.  Guiana,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

India,  Rupee 

.21 

.123 

Br.  Honduras,  Dollar 

.70 

.58 

Indonesia,  Rupiah 

.00185 

.000166 

Br.  Solomon  I.,  Aust’lian  Pound  2.24 

2.23 

Iran,  Rial 

.013 

.0125 

Brunei,  Malaya  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Iraq,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.58 

Bulgaria,  Lev 

.855 

.39 

Ireland,  Pound 

2.80 

2.82 

Burma,  Kyat 

.21 

.07 

Israel,  Pound 

.3333 

.33 

Burundi,  Franc 

.02025 

.006 

Italy,  Lira 

.00161 

.00163 

Cambodia,  Riel 

.0285 

.01 

Ivory  Coast,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Cameroons,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Jamaica,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Canada,  Dollar 

.925 

.93 

Japan, Yen 

.00278 

.0027 

Cape  Verde  I.,  Escudo 

.0348 

.27 

Jordan,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Cayman  I.,  Jam.  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Kenya,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Central  Af.  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Korea,  South,  Won 

Free 

.0029 

Ceylon,  Rupee 

.21 

.09 

Kuwait,  Dinar 

2.80 

2.79 

Chad,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Laos,  Kip 

.0042 

.00133 

Chile,  Escudo 

.313 

.21 

Lebanon,  Pound 

Free 

.33 

China  (Formosa),  New  Taiwan  $  .025 

.02 

Leeward  I.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

China  (Peiping),  Yuan 

.406 

— 

Liberia,  Dollar 

1.00 

1.00 

Colombia,  Peso 

Free 

.060 

Libya,  Pound 

2.80 

2.43 

Congo  (Brazzav),  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Liechteastein,  Swiss  Franc 

Free 

.231 

Congo  (Leopoldville),  Franc 

.0061 

.003 

Luxembourg,  Franc 

.020 

.0203 

Cook  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.20 

Macao,  Pataca 

.21 

.18 

Costa  Rica,  Colon 

.1509 

.14 

Malagasy  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 
Malaysia,  Dollar 

.0041 

.004 

Cuba,  Peso 

1.00 

— 

.33 

.328 

Curacao.  Guilder 

.53 

.53 

Maidive  I.,  Ind.  Rupee 

.21 

.125 

Cyprus,  Pound 

2.80 

2.68 

Mali,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Czechoslovakia,  Koruna 

.1389 

.035 

Malta,  Pound 

2.80 

2.79 

Dahomey,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Martinique,  Franc 

.204 

.203 

Denmark,  Kroner 

.1447 

.1470 

Mauritania,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Dominica,  Br.  W.  Ind., 

Mauritius,  Rupee 

.21 

.13 

Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Mexico,  Peso 

.080 

.082 

Dominican  Rep.,  Peso 

1.00 

.70 

Monaco,  French  Franc 

.20 

.2  05 

Ecuador,  Sucre 

.0555 

.052 

Montserrat,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Egypt,  Pound 

2.30 

1.33 

Morocco,  Dirham 

.198 

.165 

Ethiopia,  Dollar 

Falkland  I.,  Pound 

Fiji,  Pound 

.403 

2.80 

2.51 

.40 

2.20 

2.20 

Mozambique,  Escudo 

Muscat,  Ind.  Rupee 

.0348 

.21 

.027 

.135 

Finland,  Markka 

.312 

.31 

Nauru,  Shilling 

.112 

.11 

France,  Franc 

.2025 

.205 

Nepal,  Rupee 

.132 

.11 

Fr.  Oceania  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

Netherlands,  Guilder 

.277 

.279 

Gabon,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

New  Caledonia,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 
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Country  &  Currency 

Official 

Rate 

Free 

Rate 

New  Guinea  (Irian), 

Rupiah  Irian  Barat 

.277 

.21 

New  Hebrides,  CFP  Franc 

.0112 

.0103 

New  Zealand,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Nicaragua,  Cordoba 

.1429 

.14 

Niger,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Nigeria,  Pound 

2.80 

2.77 

Niue,  N.  Zealand  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Norfolk  I.,  Shilling 

.112 

.11 

No.  Borneo,  Malaya  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Norway,  Krone 

.140 

.142 

Pakistan,  Rupee 

.21 

.126 

Panama,  Balboa 

1.00 

.90 

Papua  &  N.  Guinea, 

Australian  Pound 

2.24 

2.23 

Paraguay,  Guarani 

Free 

.0072 

Peru,  Sol 

Free 

.375 

Philippines,  Peso 

Free 

.265 

Pitcairn  I.,  Pound 

2.80 

2.50 

Poland,  Zloty 

.25 

.011 

Portugal,  Escudo 

.0348 

.036 

Reunion,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Rhodesia,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Rumania,  Lei 

.167 

.039 

Russia,  Ruble 

1.111 

.48 

Rwanda,  Franc 

.020 

.006 

Ryukyu  I.,  U.S.  Dollar 

1.00 

1.00 

St.  Helena,  Pound 

2.80 

2.00 

St.  Kitts-Nevis,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar  .588 

.59 

St.  Lucia,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

St.  Pierre  &  Miq.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

St.  Thomas,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

St.  Vincent,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

El  Salvador,  Colon 

.40 

.40 

Samoa,  Pound 

1.40 

.95 

San  Marino,  It.  Lira 

.00161 

.00163 

Sarawak  (Malaysia),  Malayan 
Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Saudi  Arabia,  Riyal 

.222 

.225 

Senegal,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Seychelles,  Rupee 

.21 

.11 

Sierra  Leone,  Leona 

1.40 

1.35 

Somalia,  Somalo 

.14 

.14 

S.W.  Africa,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

South  Africa,  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Spain  &  Col.,  Peseta 

.0167 

.017 

Straits  Settle.,  Malayan  Dollar 

.33 

.328 

Sudan,  Pound 

2.87 

2.00 

Surinam,  Guilder 

.53 

.53 

Swaziland,  S.  Afr.  Rand 

1.40 

1.35 

Sweden.  Krona 

.193 

.195 

Switzerland,  Franc 

Free 

.232 

Syria,  Pound 

Free 

.27 

Tanzania,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Thailand,  Baht 

.048 

.047 

Timor,  Escudo 

.0348 

.027 

Togo,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Tokelau  I.,  N.  Zealand  Pound 

2.79 

2.65 

Tonga,  Pound 

2.24 

1.95 

Trin.&Tob.,  Dollar. 

.588 

.59 

Tunisia,  Dinar 

Free 

.92 

Turkey,  Lira 

.111 

.09 

Turks  &  Caicos  I.,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Uganda,  E.  Af.  Shilling 

.14 

.136 

Uruguay,  Peso 

Free 

.011 

V  enezuela,  Bolivar 

Free 

.222 

Viet-Nam  (South),  Piastre 

.014 

.009 

Virgin  I.,  Br.  W.  In.  Dollar 

.588 

.59 

Voltaic  Rep.,  CFA  Franc 

.0041 

.004 

Wallis  &  Futuna,  CFP  Franc 

.00112 

.0103 

Yemen.  Rial 

.56 

— 

Yugoslavia,  Dinar 

.00133 

.0012 

Zambia,  Pound 

2.80 

2.65 

Become  An  Expert 
In  Coin  Hobby: 

Read  Numismatic 
News 


Edited  by  nation’s  top  numis¬ 
matists:  the  authority  in  the 
hobby.  You  will  be  richly  re¬ 
warded  by  reading  it!  Pub¬ 
lished  every  2  weeks. 


SPECIAL 
3  months 
trial  - 
only  $1.00 

NUMISMATIC 

NEWS 

lola,  Wis.  54945 
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Polzer  Coin  Company 

Erwin  G.  "Timm,"  Prop. 

4716  W.  Center  St. 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  53210 
Phone  871-0322 

NEW 

1966 

19th  Edition 

REDBOOK 

$1.75 

write  for  free  catalog — Dept.  WNJ 

WHITMAN  S  ORIGINAL  JOBBER 

Established  1919 
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Serving  ALL  your  coin  and  currency  needs  .  . . 


YOUR  DEPARTMENT  STORE 


SEE  one  of  the  largest  and  most  varied  stocks  of  coins  and 
supplies  to  be  found  in  your  area. 

SEE  an  extensive  stock  of  U.S.,  foreign  and  ancient  coins  from 
all  periods  of  time  and  in  all  metals 

SEE  a  complete  stock  of  books,  albums,  medals  and  acces¬ 
sories 

ENJOY  the  convenience  of  Charge  Account  privileges  .  .  .  mail 
and  phone  shopping  (with  complete  confidence)  .  .  .  Want  List 
service  .  .  .  and  a  host  of  other  personal  services 


Your  complete  satisfaction  is  Always  Guaranteed! 

Shop  for  your  Coins  and  Coin  Supplies 
at  these  fine  Department  Stores: 


Atlanta 

Rich's 

Baltimore 
Hutzler's 
Beverly  Hills 
J.  W.  Robinson 
Boston 

Jordan  Marsh 

Buffalo 

Adam,  Meldrum  & 
Anderson 
Chevy  Chase 
Woodward  &  Lothrop 
Chicago 

Marshall  Field 
Cincinnati 
H.  &  S.  Pogue  Co. 
Cleveland 

Higbee  Company 


Columbus 

F.  &  R.  Lazarus 

Denver 
May-D  &  F 

Detroit 

J.  L.  Hudson 

Hartford 

G.  Fox  &  Co. 
Houston 

Foley's 
Los  Angeles 
J.  W.  Robinson 

Louisville 

Stewart's 

Milwaukee 

Gimbels 

New  Orleans 

Maison  Blanche 


New  York 

Gimbels 

Omaha 

Brandeis 

Panorama  City 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Paramus 

Gimbels 

Pasadena 

J.  W.  Robinson 

Philadelphia 

Gimbels 

Pittsburgh 

Kaufmann's 

Portland 

Meier  &  Frank 

Richmond 

Thalhimers 


St.  Louis 

Famous-Barr 

San  Antonio 

Joske’s 

San  Diego 

May  Co. 

San  Francisco 

The  Emporium 

San  Mateo 

The  Emporium 

Seattle 

The  Bon  Marche 

Skokie 

Marshall  Field 

Washington,  D.C. 

Woodward  &  Lothrop 
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BOOKS  "In  the  Spotlight" 

Your  Name  in  Gold  FREE,  if  desired.  All  Postpaid  (add  25$  under  S5.00) 


A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins,  1966 

19th  Edition  Postpaid  1.75 


Select  Numismatic  Bibliography 

(Elvira  Cl  a  in-Stefa  nell  I )  . 12.50 

Penny  Whimsey.  1793-1814  Cents .  10.00 

U.S.  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 . 10.00 

Counterfeit  Gold  Coins 

(Dieffenbacher)  . 12.95 


Gold  Coins  of  the  World  (Friedberg)  15.00 
BOTH,  Special  during  July-Aug.  only  25.00 


Medallic  Portraits  of  Washington 

(Baker)  Limited  Reprint  of  this 

Classic  . 15.00 

America's  Foreign  Coins  (Schilke) .  7.50 

Israel’s  Money  (Kadman)  2nd,  last  Ed.  4.00 
Myntir  Islands  (Biorkman)  New  Cat- 

log  ue  on  Iceland's  coinage .  1.95 

Rennik's  Australian  Guide.  1965  3rd 
Ed.  A  MUST  on  latest  Prices .  1.95 


DR.  DAVENPORT  REPRINTS 

We  are  Exclusive  Distributors  for  U.S. A. 
All  have  1965  Prices.  Vol.  Ill  due  in  Sept. 


Vol.  I.  European  Crowns  &  Talers 

Since  1800  .  12.50 

Vol.  II  European  Crowns  1700-1800  _ 12.50 

Vol.  III.  German  Talers  1700-1800  12.50 

Sovereigns  of  British  Empire  (Spinks). 

Cat.  that  Lists  Prices  all  issues . .  7.50 

The  Crown  Pieces  of  Great  Britain 
(Linecar).  Updated  with  1965  Prices 

by  Mr.  Liddell  . 7.50 

Gold  &  Platinum  Coinage  of  Imperial 

Russia  .  10.00 

The  Silver  Coinage  of  Imperial  Russia. 

New  work,  276  pages,  48  plates . ...16.00 

Russian  Gold  Coins  (Mrs.  E.  Stefa ne II I )  2.75 
Catalogo  Del  Real  De  A  Ocho  Es- 
panoles.  ( Lopez-Chaves  &  Yriarte). 

New  work  . 42.00 


SUMMER  SPECIALS 

All  Choice  Brilliant  Unc.  if  not  otherwise  stated.  Have  several  of  most  Items. 


Foreign  Gold 

Canada.  Sovereigns:  1910  AU . 75.00 

1910  AU,  small  edge  nick . 55.00 

1911  $21.00,  1917  AU  $19.00,  BU . 24.00 

1918  AU  $18.00,  BU  . 24.00 

1919  BU  $29.50,  191  I  - 1 7-1 8- 19  AU 

Choice  $79.50,  all  BU  . 93.50 

Greece.  20  Drachmai  1884  ExF  19.50 

Iceland.  500  Kronur  1961.  Nice  . 29.50 

India.  Sovereign  1918.  Ya  46.  Choice 

AU  $25.00,  BU  . 35.00 

Israel.  20  Pounds  I960.  Rare  -  89.50 

Norway.  20  Kronor  1910.  Y56  58.50 

Rajkot  (India.)  I  Mohur  1945.  Yl  125.00 
Russia.  5  Roubles  1903-03-04.  Each  .14.50 
South  Africa.  Sovereign  1952.  Was 

Proof.  George  VI  . 29.50 

Vatican  Sets  (8),  in  Cards.  Paul  VI, 

1963  $5.00,  1964  2/$8.00  .  4.75 

Write  for  prices  on  other  sets. 


World  Crowns,  Sets,  Etc. 

Austria.  1780  Maria  Theresa  Brill. 


Proof.  Restrike  . 2.75 

50  Schillings  1964  Olympics.  B-r.  Prf.  4.50 
1965  Vienna  University  Proof  Set  (4). 

In  deluxe  leather  case  . .. . ...15.00 

Bermuda  Crowns:  1964  Proof-Like,  in 

case.  2/$25 .00,  each  . 14.50 

1964  BU  Crowns.  10/$  19.00,  each .  2.50 

1959  BU  Gem.  In  Plastic  .  16.50 

Canada.  1964  Pf-like  Set  .  9.00 

1959-1964  Set  Crowns,  all  Pf-like  . 87.50 

Ghana.  1958  Proof  Crown.  In  Box, 

Nice  . 12.50 

1958  Proof  Set  (7).  In  Box,  Nice  — 39.75 

Japan.  Olympics  Crown.  Nice  . .  9.75 

Netherlands  Antilles.  1964  2^2  Gulden 

Crown.  2/$5 .00,  each  .  3.00 

Vatican.  100  Lire  1933/34.  Pius  XII  125.00 


Vatican  Sets  Wanted — 1929,  1933/34 

1935-39,  1942-46,  1955-56.  Please  make 
offer. 


] 00%  Satisfaction  Always.  Minimum  Order  $5.00.  Add  5 Oe  if  less  than  $10.00. 

Two  Gigantic  Catalogues — Part  I.  Everything  in  Supplies  plus  350  Books,  Part  II. 
Terrific  Offering  in  U.S. A.  and  World  Coins.  Both  $1.00  (Deductible  on  1st  $25  order). 


4514  North  30th  St.  (Area  402,  451-4766) 


Omaha,  Nebr.  68111 


VERY  GOOD 


GOOD 


FINE 


VERY  FINE 


EXTREMELY 
FINE 


Now  .  .  .  grade  Canadian  coins 

like  an  expert! 


Years  of  preparation  and  meticulous  research  by  James  E.  Charl¬ 
ton  and  Robert  C.  Willey  have  gone  into  the  Standard  Grading 
Guide  to  Canadian  Decimal  Coins.  This  eagerly  awaited  volume 
promises  to  become  the  authoritative  text  on  the  subject.  Every 
coin  in  the  Canadian  series  from  the  earliest  issues  of  1858  to  the 
new  obverse  designs  is  included  as  well  as  coins  of  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Newfoundland.  Detailed 
line  drawings  vividly  illustrate  exact  points  of  condition  and  grad¬ 
ing.  A  welcome  addition  to  every  serious  numismatist’s  library! 
Hard  cover.  160  pages. 


WHITMAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY,  Racine,  Wis. 
WORLD’S  LEADING  NUMISMATIC  PUBLISHERS 


